
If you haven’t heard, the 
Barrhaven Food Cupboard  
has run out of donations.  
Our Comrade and MPP Lisa 
McLeod is organizing a 
FREE BBQ in the parking lot 
at our location on Tuesday  
August 21 between 6PM-
8PM and volunteers from 
our Branch will be accepting 
donations of Food for the 
Barrhaven Food Cupboard.  
When you are supporting 
this cause, you are helping 
neighbours, and possibly 
even comrades, so come 
out and support a good 
cause.                                                       

Just a reminder, General 
Meetings start up again on  

 
 
fast  so    
don’t wait - 
get  yours 
now! 

Biography  
Gordon Moore, Dominion President 

Comrade Gordon Moore of 
Elmira, Ont., joined the 
Canadian Army where he 
served with the 2nd Battalion 
of the Princess Patricia’s 
Canadian Light Infantry.  He 
was elected to be the 
Dominion President of The 
Royal Canadian Legion at 
t h e  4 4 t h  D o m i n i o n 
Convention in Halifax in 
2012.  
     
He is a member of the Elmira 
Branch 469 of The Royal 
Canadian Legion which he 
joined in 1985. He served on 
the Branch Executive and all 
its committees including 
being the Poppy Committee 
Chairman.  
 
H e  b e c am e  B r a n c h 
President in 1989. From  
there he went on to 
command his  Zone  and the  

District until he was elected 
as a Vice-President of 
Ontario Command in 1999. 
He became its President in 
2005.  
     
He has been a member of 
the Dominion Executive 
Council since 1999 and has 
served on its Membership, 
the Public Relations, Poppy 
a n d  R e m e m b r a n c e 
Committees. 
 
He has been an avid 
volunteer aside from his 
Legion work and has 
worked with minor soccer 
and junior and senior 
softball leagues. He has 
also volunteered with a 
local charity, the  Children’s 
W i s h  F o u n d a t i o n .                             
He is married to Kathy and 
they have one daughter, 
Dawn.  

Tuesday September 18,  
at 7:00  p. m.                        
I hope to see many of 
you there. 

Volunteers make it work! 
Ed 
E.R. (Ed) Schelenz, CD 
President, RCL Barrhaven 
Br. 641 
H - 613-843-1088 
C - 613-371-6634 

ALP, Victor 
Born June 27, 1923, died July 21, 2012                                                                                                                                
 
Victor Robert Benjamin Alp passed away suddenly.  
He is survived by his wife of 66 years, Corinne  
(nee Lynn) formerly of Temiscaming, Quebec). 

 Victor was born in Ottawa and graduated from the Ottawa 
Technical High School.  He was in the Air Force during the war and 
after being discharged he became an electrician. Vic was a long-time 
member of the Royal Canadian Legion.   

A passion and hobby of his was building and flying model 
airplanes.  Two of the planes he built, a Hawker Hurricane   and a 
Hawker Typhoon, are on loan by the family and proudly displayed at  
the  Canadian Legion Branch # 641 in Barrhaven.   
   He had a beautiful smile and a terrific sense of humour and will be 
forever missed.  RIP 

Volunteers Always Win 
 
Whenever you raise your 
hand, you wind up being 
asked to do more. That's 
great. Doing more is an 
opportunity: to learn, to 
impress, to gain skills, to 
build new relationships – to 
do something more than 
you would otherwise be able 
to do. Success is based on 
action. The more you 
volunteer, the more you get 
to act. Successful people 
step forward to create 
opportunities. Remarkably 
successful people sprint 
forward. 
 
   (Source: www.inc.com) 
Submitted by Debi Sereda 
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The President’s Corner  

  Comrades all:                                                                  
 
Let me tell you that while 
we are all enjoying our 
summer, our committees 
are hard at work and 
ensuring that Branch 641 
continues to work in an 
efficient manner.                           

Our next big event soon                        
coming up is our Branch 
Golf Tournament which 
has taken a lot of work  by 
our First  Vice President  
Dave Sereda and his 
committee and I know that 
it will be a great event for 
all those participating.  

   For the first time ever at 
our Branch, on Friday,  
September 28 we have a 
“Murder Mystery Night” 
which has been organized 
by our Second Vice 
President, Dave St.Amand. 
The ticket sales are going  

http://www.inc.com)
http://www.rcl641.ca


Reflections by Chaplain Ray Desjardins 
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 mannerisms, how they 
c o - e x i s t e d  a n d 
contributed so much to 
their families and friends. 
 
   I ask you all to take 
time to remember, 
because its through our 
collective memories that 
o u r  f r i e n d s  a n d 
Comrades live on in our 
hearts and minds and 
more importantly as our 
fellow Comrades.  We 
have much to be thankful 
for as they are a part of 
that great mosaic we call 
Canada.  Part of a 
“family” that they helped, 
each in their own way to 
create.  It’s just not 
remembering them; we 
must never ever forget, 
and do so by carrying on 
through their example.  
As summer comes to and  

end, take time to think 
about those who have 
passed on and how they 
affected you personally 
and perhaps just say a 
grateful prayer of thanks 
for each one of them. 
 
   This fall will see us in a 
period of Remembrance 
for all those who have 
served and sacrificed.  
Maybe its time to prepare 
our hearts and minds so 
we can step forward and 
meet our solemn oath 
“To Serve.”   
 
 
 

 
Ray 

  The Barrhaven Food Cupboard   
Needs Your Help – We’re Running On Empty!                                      

 
The Barrhaven Food Cupboard (BFC) is a non-profit agency in Barrhaven that  

  helps residents in our  community in  their time of need.  The BFC works hard  
  all  year round to gather food and donations for our neighbours. As during all  
  summers,  many of us  are focused on enjoying the weather and spending time  
  with our families. Unfortunately, this summer has brought a strain on the BFC’s  
  supply – our cupboard is bare! 
 
  Please consider making a donation and help your neighbours. Donations to BFC  
  can be made through  the food bins in  the following  Barrhaven supermarkets: 
  Food Basics, Loblaw’s, Ross’ ‘Your Independent Grocer,’ Sobeys, the UPS Store 
  at 900 Greenback Road and Barrhaven Legion, Br 641, at 3500 Fallowfield Road.       

     
Our neighbours need your help. Next time you go shopping, please pick up some extra non-        
perishable food items and drop them off in the containers provided. Let’s keep our cupboard filled. 
 

         David Sereda, Vice–President, 
         The Barrhaven Food Cupboard                                    Email: davidsereda@rogers.com 

communities and of their 
contribution in time of 
Peace and War.  They 
also remind us that above 
all  their contributions and 
deeds is the “person,” the 
individual they were and 
how they were so loved by 
their family and friends.  In 
this day and age we often 
in our business lose that 
connectedness we all 
have in our walk (for a 
very short time) on Mother 
Earth.  We forget that it’s 
not their works that make 
us remember as we 
contemplate and reflect, 
rather each of them as a 
unique human being and 
personality.  That’s what 
we want to remember, the 
fun times, the stories, their 
inner- most thoughts, their  

Remembering 
 

   This month has been a 
time of remembrance for 
a number of the older 
members of the Branch.  
We have lost one of our 
own WWII Veteran Victor 
Alp, the Comrade who 
created the `two Hawker 
Hurricanes that hang 
over our bar. We also   
lost  a tremendous friend 
and Comrade, Mike 
Lapensee from the 
Kanata Branch. 
 
   As we gather to say 
farewell to our Comrades 
and unfortunately this will 
be more frequent in the 
years to come, we 
became very mindful of 
them as individuals, as 

   To our       
great God 

be the 
glory. 

 
Ray 

mailto:davidsereda@rogers.com


 
 

 
   
                        What’s in store for you?    
 

Our Advertisers support us -  Please support them!   
(For details on ad space Contact: Comrade Jon F. Klaus <jonfklaus@rogers.com>) 

Landry  Vanier 

     BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS & NOTARIES  PUBLIC 
                                     
                                   ROD A. VANIER, B.A., LL.B. 
                             BARRISTER, SOLICITOR 
                             & NOTARY PUBLIC 
 
 
   90 Centrepointe Drive,                        Bus: (613) 226-3336 
   Ottawa, ON                                             Res:  (613) 723-3051 
   K2G 6B1                                             Fax : (613) 226-8767 
 

 E-Mail: vanier@vanierlaw.on.ca 

Bin Shoppin' Garden Centre 
Cook & Table Meals To Go 
Deal Zone NaturalValue 
DRUGStore Pharmacy Organic Produce 
Farmer's Market PC Meat Shop 
Flower Market PC Mobile  

3777 Strandherd Drive, Nepean    (613) 843-9413   
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Historic Roots  Of The Veterans Independence Program (VIP)  
(Editorial Note)  Interestingly, the following article about Dr. E.B. Convery has ties to the Barrhaven Branch 641. Dr. 
Convery was the Grandfather of two of our members - Comrades Tom Lamb and Kathy Blomquist. It’s mind-boggling that 
one of the prime-movers in recommending  improved assistance to our veterans, now has two of his offspring, half a 
century later,  helping the Legion in the promotion and implementation of his advocacy. Gus                                                                                    
 
(Ref.- VAC Evaluation Framework Report-Final(2004-10-19).doc - 5 -) 
The roots of the Veterans Independence Program, at Veterans Affairs Canada (VAC), can be traced to 1957 
when Dr. E.B. Convery, Advisor in Geriatrics, penned a 'Charter for Aged Veterans.' Based on his concerns 
Convery called upon Veterans Affairs to launch a program for aging veterans. His vision included day care in 
its hospitals, home delivered meals, supportive services in the home, social and health visiting, regular health 
examinations and rehabilitation services.  
    He recommended close cooperation with the Royal Canadian Legion and other veterans and senior 
citizens organizations in order to develop recreational and educational programs for Canada's aging veterans. 
He foresaw teams of health workers working closely together to deliver these programs. Convery's vision 
foreshadowed many of the core ideas and initiatives which would ultimately inform the Aging Veterans 
Program, developed in the 1970s, launched in April 1981, and renamed the Veterans Independence Program 
(VIP) in 1985.  
    A key policy driver and theme underlying the Veterans Independence Program has been what could be 
called "bed avoidance." That is to say, the development of home care initiatives at Veterans Affairs has 
generally been linked to pressure, sometimes urgent, arising from waiting lists for residential beds as well as 
the consequent pressure to greatly escalate the number of residential beds available.  
 Convery argued the department could utilize its 'preferred position' to take the lead in Canadian 
gerontological research and policy development. It had hospitals, doctors, nurses, psychiatrists, and social 
workers,   'the very core of  professional staff that could,  in team work,  point to a better understanding  . 
 and a thoroughly practical approach to the Ageing veteran (citizen) problem.' Moreover, its clientele         
faced a host  of  'geronto logica l p rob lems'  inc luding  age d iscrimination, an  
extremely scarce supply of suitable homes 'which elderly people can afford'; mounting incidence of chronic 
and degenerative diseases that were 'blocking beds in the hospitals' and creating an 'alarming increase in the 
institutionalized aged', and a growing need for rehabilitation services due to the 'physical and emotional 
disabilities affecting an increasing number of older people.'  
    Convery called upon the department to launch a program for aging veterans that would include day care in 
its hospitals, meals on wheels, rural home care, social and welfare visiting, regular health examinations, and 
close cooperation with the Legion and other veterans and senior citizens organizations in order to develop 
recreational and educational programs for Canada's aging vets. Such a 'Charter' that built upon the 
'experience we have gained,' he argued, 'would be an added inspiration to the whole field of Gerontology 
throughout the country.'  Dr. Convery's vision was premature by almost a quarter  
of a century. But it remarkably foreshadowed many of the core ideas and initiatives 
which would ultimately inform the Aging Veterans Program launched in April 1981. 
                                                                 **** 
   Our Grandfather “Ba,” as we affectionately knew him, was born in Montréal in 1890.  
He became a doctor after schooling at McGill University. During WW ll he served in Quebec   
City helping to  take care of the soldiers, sailors  and merchant  marines before  leaving for  
overseas.  
   When the ships returned,  if they did,  he helped take care of them.  After the War he  
transferred to Sainte Anne de Bellevue Hospital in Montréal to take care of the servicemen     
and women there. Our grandfather was very quiet about whatever he did; believing that we  
all owe a  debt to our community. “You pay back what you can, when you can, and no one  
needs to know about it."                                                                                                                                                                                          
Tom Lamb and Kathy Blomquist ,                                                                                                                                                                                                  Dr. E.B. Convery 
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1516  Merivale Road                     
Ottawa, Ontario K2G 3J6    

 (Comrade Doug Mason) 

 EUCHRE                                                                                                                          
in the Clubhouse. 

 
 Start time  7:00 p.m. 

Every Thursday 
   
       You’re all welcome! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BMO Support Our Troops 
MasterCard 

        Contact: wdparade@rogers.com 

mailto:wdparade@rogers.com
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Members  of the RCL, Barrhaven Branch 641, who received the Medal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Darrell Bartraw is chair of Barrhaven’s Canada 
Day which brings 50,000 patriotic suburbanites 
together each July 1st. A member of many 
community groups, Darrell was the   Nepean 
Chamber of Commerce’s Volunteer of the Year.  

Ray Desjardins is the Chaplain and a founding 
member and former President of the Barrhaven 
Legion.  A cancer survivor, Ray is a major 
fundraiser for the Queensway Carleton Hospital 
and board member with the Perley Rideau 
Veteran’s Hospital.   

Gus Este is a veteran of the Korean War and is 
the immediate past president of the Barrhaven 
Legion and a proud member of the Barrhaven 
Lions Club. As well, he  has served with  
numerous community groups and  organizations.   

 
Joe Varner is Director of Policy for the Minister of 
National Defence. He is a member of  the Royal 
Canadian Legion and a Knight Commander in the 
Order of St George, also a Serving Brother of The 
Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St. John 

Lisa MacLeod is the M.P.P. for Nepean-
Carleton, She is also a member of the 
Royal Canadian Legion. Lisa received 
her medal by way of an Order-In-
Council.  

Ernie Hughes had a 35 year career in Corrections 
Canada and spent three decades in the Canadian 
Army.  Ernie is a past president of the Barrhaven 
Legion and a recipient of the Duke of Edinburg pin. 
He has also won many other prestigious awards. 

The Royal Canadian Legion 
 
 
 
 

                                
Barrhaven Branch 641 

 
Barry  Helman is a Veteran of the Korean War. Since 
retiring from active service, he has been a volunteer 
on behalf of Veterans and  an active member of the 
Canadian Association of Veterans in United Nations 
Peacekeeping. He  is also a member  of  Korea 
Veterans  Association Canada and the R. C.  Legion.  

Jason Kelly was presented with the Queen 
Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal by Senator 
Vern White. Mr. Kelly was awarded this medal 
for his dedication and tremendous amount of 
volunteer work for the City of Ottawa and for 
Canada.   
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Remember Your Pledge When You Joined? 
Your Legion |Needs You! 

               While our Poppy season is still a couple of months away, it is not too early to think  
              about it  and to continue with the all-important planning. 
 
              Our 2012 Poppy Campaign will run from Friday, October 26 to Sunday November 
              11, 2012. 
 
              Information on how you can participate will be sent out in emails, by flyers and  
              posters, it will be on the website and included in the ADVANCE newsletters. Also 
              Signup sheets and other details will be available in the Clubhouse. Your support  
              Is much appreciated! 
              
             David Sereda 
             1st VP & Campaign Chairman                

Comrade Ray St Jacques - 80 Years Young 
    On July 30, 2012, a surprise 
birthday party was held in the 
Clubhouse for Comrade Ray St  
Jacques. He joins Gus as one 
of the ‘old farts’ in Branch 641. 
    We don’t know how Joan was 
able to keep this a surprise, as 
many family, friends and many 
Legionnaires gathered to help in 
celebrating this occasion. They 
all seemed to have had a good  

time. The food was great and 
the beverages flowed freely.  
   Ray was the Branch  project 
manager when we rebuilt the 
premises at our first location 
on Cedarview Drive. He also 
was the chief electrician. 
When we moved into our 
current spot, he was again 
called upon to do the 
electrical work.  
   The photo on the top left is 
of the ‘Boss’ thanking 
everyone for attending. The 
shot below it  is of Ray and 
his beloved Comrade and 
wife, Joan, and the one to the 
immediate left is the unusual 
birthday cake, which shows 
some of Ray’s tools of the 
trade.  
We all wish you many more !! 

     ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 
     BARRHAVEN BRANCH 641 

   3500 Fallowfield Road, Nepean 
   Tel: 613-843-8691  -  Web: www.rcl641.ca 

http://www.rcl641.ca
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    SOME RECENT EVENTS IN  BARRHAVEN  BRANCH  641  
  Life  Membership To Judy Phair 

   At the Branch Executive meeting of August 6, 2012, 
Comrade Judy Phair was presented with a Life 
Membership into the RCL, by Barrhaven Branch 641. 
   Comrade Ray read the citation that was submitted in 
Aug. 2011 by the Honours/Awards and Special 
recognition Committee, then headed by PP Ernie 
Hughes. It cited her involvement in her first Branch, Bells 
Corners 593, as well as her  heavy involvement in the  
founding of our Branch,  Barrhaven 641.  
   Judy has been very deeply involved in the operation of 
both Branches’ Poppy Campaigns for  a continuous 
period of  over  17 years. 
    President Ed presented the Life Certificate, PP Ernie, 
the Life lapel pin, IPP Gus the blazer and shirt Life 
badges, and Secretary Kathy the Life Member card.  
    Congratulation  Comrade Judy  -   Bravo-Zulu! 

Comrade Judy receiving  her Life Membership Certificate from 
President Ed Schelenz, escorted  by PP Gord Ley, and  the Chairman  
of Honours & Awards/Special Recognition  Committee, Gus Este 

      Two Branch Members Named as Ontario Volunteers for 2011 
the then Honours/Awards and 
S p e c i a l  R e c o g n i t i o n s  
Chairman, Comrade , PP  Ernie 
Hughes.  
     A gala reception was held by 
the Province of Ontario to 
recognize volunteers from    the 
City of Ottawa and the 
surrounding region. It was held 
in Tudor Hall, a wonderful 
space for this type of reception. 
     Each nominee was allowed 
to invite guests and the persons  
that were involved in submitting 
their names into nomination. 
    As witnessed by the photos 
to  the left, both candidates had 
their beautiful wives with them, 
which was counteracted by the 
two sponsors, Comrade Ernie 
as the Honours Chairman and 
Comrade Gus as the then 
serving President. 
    Following the handing out of 
awards, preceded by a citation 
being read for each candidate, 
or groups of  candidates, a very 
sumptuous serving of  finger-
foods  and beverages were 
provided for all in attendance.  
     All of us witnessed this 
event for the first  time and 
have learnt some good lessons 
for the future.  We now realize 
that some organizations send  
large numbers of their folks for 
this award which is cost free! 

  Comrade John Is flanked by two Ontario  
 officials who acted as M Cs for the event 

 Volunteer, then 1st VP Ed and       
his wife Comrade Elie 

 Comrade   John Sielatycki     
and his wife Comrade Shiela       The four ‘Mousekateers:’ Ed , John, Gus & Ernie  

Branch 641 Seniors Chairman, 
Comrade John Sielatycki. 
     Both of these  most worthy 
members were nominated by  

a Province of Ontario Award 
for Volunteers. 
   Also cited at the same time 
for the same award was the  

   President Ed, while 
serving as the Branch and 
Zone G5, Veterans Service 
Officer, was nominated for  

EllieEllie
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Comrades in Arms at Barrhaven Branch  641                                                                                       

    
 
 
 
     Ross John Michael Stephen, was born in Sault Ste. Marie, on July  4, 1955. With 
his parents, they  lived in the  “Soo” for two  years afterwards, but his  dad was a civil 
servant and got transferred frequently. They  moved to Belleville for two  years then  
back to the “Soo” for one, Cobourg for three years, Chippewa for four years, Kingston 
for two years, Toronto for one year and then to Nepean in 1971. How about that for 
moving? 
    All of Ross’ early education was in the Catholic School system, including Scholard 
Hall and Regiopolis College, which were both private schools run by Jesuits. He 
concluded his secondary education at Sir Robert Borden, where with the help of a 
couple of great teachers, was able to graduate with honours from high school and get 
a BA in English the same year. Due to his great work ethic and good fortune, Ross 
was offered several scholarships and settled on St. James College, Oxford University, 
England. When he  returned to Canada, Ross landed a job teaching English, but 
discovered it was not his  cup of tea. So he  travelled and tried several different 
occupations before joining the Canadian Armed Forces in 1975, where he  served in 
the Sea element for five years. 
    After leaving the Navy he pursued several different occupations, including muffler 
and brake repairman, commercial painter, sound man, retail management and 
carpentry - which started as a hobby and ended up being the career he currently 
follows. 
    Ross relocated back to Nepean in 1985, where he met Micheline: “my life-saver 
and soul mate.” They  have been married now for 25 years and have been living in 
Barrhaven for 24 of those years. He met Gord Ley at Greenfields Pub and at his 
insistence, joined the newly formed Legion Branch on Cedarview 
Drive.  
    This is where he came under the influence of Pat Riley, a great  
gentleman,  who inspired  him to join  the Barrhaven Branch 641 
Colour  Party.  This eventually led to  his becoming  the Sergeant- 
At-Arms in the “great Barrhaven Branch.”  Ross considers  it  an 
honour and privilege, especially being able to honour our fallen  
comrades, something  he hopes to continue for many years.   
                                  “Ready, Aye, Ready!”                   

COMRADE ROSS STEPHEN 

Ross’ picture 
goes here 
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 A Collage Of  Photos, Some Old - Some Recent  
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1 Wing - Change of 
Command 

CFB Kingston 
28 June, 2012 

 
Between 

Colonel J.H.C Drouin, 
MSC,CD 

and 
Colonel K.G. Whale, CD 

Past President Ernie Hughes & President Ed Schelenz Treasurer Jim Duff :“ he’s one of ours” 

 Colonel K.G. Whale is a member of the RCL Barrhaven 
Branch 641, consequently he invited  the President and 
Officers to attend his Change-of-Command Parade. 
Unfortunately Comrade Gus Este had to send regrets, but the 
newly installed President, Ed Schelenz,  Past  President  

 

 
 
    “Vacations for Vets” provides Veterans, with a serious illness or injury with the welcome opportunity to take a vacation 
with their families. The program, presented by Shell Vacations Club Canada and Canadian Forces Personnel and 
Family Support Services, is designed to offer an affordable getaway and a meaningful thank you to those who have 
served.   
“We are thrilled to offer the Vacations for Vets program to Canadian Forces members and Veterans,” said Nancy 
Branco, Corporate Outreach Manager at Canadian Forces Personnel and Family Support Services.  “Through Vacations 
for Vets, certain Veterans and their families can have access to one week of free accommodation at one of Shell 
Vacations Club’s 24 properties throughout North America.”  
   With travel options ranging from a snowy ski trip to Whistler, BC to a beachside getaway in Hawaii, Shell Vacations 
Club offers a variety of opportunities for a relaxing holiday. Since its launch in January 2012, Vacations for Vets has 
arranged 27 getaways, and applications continue to arrive. The feedback for the program has been overwhelmingly 
positive, and travel has been arranged for both current military members and Veterans. The program has also provided 
participants with a unique opportunity to travel with their spouses, children, and even extended family members.  
   Travel requests must be accompanied by a Veterans Affairs Canada confirmation letter that validates the Veteran is in 
receipt of a benefit attributable to military service in a Special Duty Area/Special Duty Operation (this includes all World 
War II and Korean War Veterans with disability benefits related to their war service). Veterans can either submit their 
entitlement decision letter or contact Veterans Affairs Canada directly at their toll free number 1-866-522-2122 (EN)/ 1-
866-522-2022 (FR) for a confirmation letter which does not include any benefit details. Please scan and email the 
application form to branco.nancy@cfpsa.com. 
     
 For more information and to obtain a Reservation Request Form please visit us at www.cfpsa.com/en/corporate/
NewsCentre/Support/VacationsForVets_e.asp. The Reservation Request Form also includes a list of available Shell 

Vacations for Vets helps ill and injured personnel take a holiday 

Ernie Hughes and Treasurer  Jim Duff, all attended, 
receiving full military courtesies. They offered 
congratulations to the new Commander and showed the flag 
for  the Royal Canadian Legion. We are  all very  proud, of 
Comrade  Kevin, the new Commander of 1 Wing.  

mailto:branco.nancy@cfpsa.com
http://www.cfpsa.com/en/corporate/
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Dominion Convention Report 
 
 
 
 

  by  Kathy Johnston  &  Ernie Hughes - June 27, 2012 
   This was the first time I have attended a Dominion Convention, and have come home with a different perspective on 
how some things are done in the Legion as well as the hard work that our Dominion Command Comrades do.  They 
work tirelessly for our Veterans and uphold the  objectives of the Legion.  
   I found the election process quite interesting given what we as Branches are allowed to do.  For instance our 
elections must be completed on the same day whereas they carry theirs on for three days.  The procedure for proxies 
votes are not followed as per the General By-Laws of the Legion - page 59.   
   Veterans from other countries – I didn’t realize that the Legion also supports veterans from other countries. The video 
Pat Varga, President Dominion Command, shared with us was very educational.   I believe our Legion should donate 
some of our poppy funds to this cause. 
   Homeless Veterans – I would like to recommend that our branch consider donating some of our Poppy funds since we 
do have some homeless vets in Ottawa.  
   Resolutions:  I was very disappointed that the Resolution concerning ‘Misappropriation of Funds‘ was defeated.  Since 
there is supposed to be “zero tolerance” for thefts I cannot believe this resolution was defeated since it would be much 
easier, less time consuming, and costly, for Legions to deal with those that are convicted in a court of law. 
   Three Resolutions recommend by the committee were defeated: Poppy and Remembrance (statutory holiday Nov. 
11), Cancellation of the Dominion Curling Championships, and Complaints against Ladies Auxiliary Member.  
Five Resolutions that the Committee did not concur with were brought to the convention floor, three were defeated and 
two were carried by the delegates.  This tells me that we do have input and with determination we can make changes 
that we feel are beneficial to Legion. 
Poppy badges for Scouts was brought to the floor and defeated – at least we had a chance to have our say.   
Poppy Fund – Inclusion of Veteran Transition Programs – carried 
Video contest for Poster, Essay & Literary Contest – defeated by the delegates  
Voluntary Service Medal – Carried 
Membership Initiation Ritual – defeated 
   I noticed in the Souvenir book that our Branch 641 had not put an ad in and would suggest for the 2014 Dominion  
Convention that we consider paying for  an ad. 
   My overall opinion of the convention was that there were some very interesting guests and speeches, but I feel there 
could be less of this and more time spent on the business of the Legion.  The convention could be shortened by one 
day. Many delegates had to leave before the installation of officers took place because of the guest speakers on the 
third  day. Day one should be enough of guests in my opinion.   Kathy 
 
   I for one was very impressed in what the Royal Canadian Legion is doing for our veterans. I think that Patricia [Pat] 
Varga, Dominion President, stated our case extremely well to Steven Blaney, the  Minister of Veterans Affairs.  
   At this Dominion Convention 41 resolutions pertaining to, disability benefits, Veterans Independence Program 
[VIP] and health benefits, Canadian Forces and RCMP, funerals and burials, physical/mental health, seniors, Poppy and 
Remembrance, sports, Constitution and Laws, all passed by 100percent  by more than 4,000 delegates from coast to 
coast to coast. 
    I hope this helps a bit, there is a lot more - so  I think that we should make the  Committee Reports and Resolutions, 
yellow book, available for  our members to read. I brought in  my copy  and left it on the book shelf.    
Ernie 
 
Editorial Note:  It was my suggestion, as delegate co-ordinator, that we each input into this report. But upon receiving 
Kathy’s  and Ernie’s comprehensive reports: Ed, Jim, Gord  and I would have had nothing significantly different to add. 
It was very well done  Comrades, and  all  of us thank  you both!  Gus 
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DOMINION  

 
COMMAND 

 
CONVENTION 
 
HALIFAX , NS 
 
JUNE 9-13, 2012   

As you can see there are quite a few Branches (Posts) in the USA                        Florida  had a strong Canadian component 

We have a replica of this 
dockyard statue located 
just inside the entrance to  
o u r  B r a n c h  6 4 1 
Clubhouse. 
 
It was donated to us by 
Comrade Doug Brunton, 
an old salt! 
 
The massive scope of 
this art-work is amply 
illustrated by Comrade 
Jim Duff standing 
alongside of it. 

Can you just 
believe  
it ?  …                                        

                                   
Big Ernie 
sought the 
shade …  

 
 while Gus 
just sought  
an ice-cold                

Stella!      

Statue at the Halifax Dockyards 
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LEGION DRESS 
[Excerpted from the Ritual & Insignia Manual] 

 
 
We, as members of The Royal Canadian 
Legion, project an image when wearing  our 
distinctive dress.  
 
It is a positive image that recognizes our great 
organization and it demonstrates pride in our 
country and ourselves.  
 
It is, therefore recommended that Legion dress                     
be worn while attending any formal   Legion 
function, including Legion meetings.  
 
All Officers or Executive Members occupying a 
position at the Head\Table of any Legion 
meeting should be in Legion dress  

     Photo Credits - http://www.legion.ca/_PDF/Supply/Catalogue_Fall_11_Web_e.pdf 

Standard Legion Dress -   
 
The order of dress for Legion activities 
is as follows: 
1.  Navy blue beret with Legion crest. 
Brass branch numerals may be worn 
on the beret; or 
 
2.   Headdress acquired during current 
or previous Canadian or Allied Forces.  
Not to be worn by members of the 
Colour Party; and 
 
3.   Summer Dress from 1 May to end 
of Sept., blazers removed - Legion 
badge on  shirt. 

Formal Dress - 
 
From time to time,  Black Tie and 
others call for White Tie.  
 
The Dominion Executive Council has 
authorized the following as optional 
Legion Dress for all formal occasions:  
 
Blazer with crest, Legion lapel badge + 
discharge/CD badges, miniature 
Service Medals, white formal shirt with 
fold-down collar, black/white bow tie, 
black cummerbund, grey trousers, 
black socks & shoes.  
   (Name tags are not usually worn with  formal attire)                                                                  

 

http://www.legion.ca/_PDF/Supply/Catalogue_Fall_11_Web_e.pdf


 

Our Advertisers support us -  Please support them!   
(For details on ad space Contact: Comrade Jon F. Klaus <jonfklaus@rogers.com>) 

 
  

SELLING? Call these guys! 

 235-CREP (2737) 

 
 
* Snow Removal 
        * Landscaping 
               * Lawn Care 

  613-825-7913 

 
YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD 

YOUR PUB  

250 Greenbank Road, at Hunt Club Rd. W. 
(613) 820-2969  - www.pjquigleys.com 

Open Daily at 11:30 am 
Weekend Breakfast - 
7:30 am -  2:00 pm 

 
 

BARRHAVEN AUTO CENTRE 
   
 
                                                                                                            
 

890 Greenbank Road 
Nepean, ON                                                                                                         

 
     613-825-1831 
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    GREG OGILVIE       
 (Owner) 

 
Gisèle Grenier Miller 

(CRTS) 
613-294-6611 

info@alteredspaces-
alteredlives.ca 

mailto:<jonfklaus@rogers.com>)
http://www.pjquigleys.com
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The Legion is… 
      A private club where old soldiers drink beer and tell war stories! 

Not quite… 
The Royal Canadian Legion is well known as Canada's foremost veterans' support  
association. That it is also one of the country's largest community service organizations with  
programs touching the lives of hundreds of thousands of ordinary citizens every year, is known to far                     
fewer Canadians. Because of its grass roots origins, the Legion has always responded to the needs of 
communities. Since 1926, members have been quietly working to improve the quality of life for all 
Canadians, particularly veterans, seniors and youth. Here are some of the programs: 

 
Veterans' and Seniors' Services 
Support to veterans, ex-service members and their families, health care, housing, social activities, 
 
Youth Activities 
Support to cadet corps, Scouts Canada, sports organizations, and financial assistance in the form of 
scholarships and bursaries; 
 
Remembrance  
Maintaining the tradition of "remembrance" through the annual Remembrance-Poppy campaign 
conducting the "Two Minute Wave of Silence," the establishment of "The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier,"            
organizing and conducting national, regional and local Remembrance Day ceremonies, youth poster 
and essay contests, school programs, and pilgrimages to historic war-time locations 
 
It is estimated that the Legion's annual economic impact on communities exceeds $348 million. 
Membership was originally restricted to those who had served in Canada's Armed Forces and Merchant 
Navy. The Royal Canadian Legion is proud of its military heritage and still maintains close ties with the 
Armed Forces today; however, over the years, categories of membership have evolved to include other 
members of the community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us and make a difference! Call the Barrhaven Branch 641 at: 613-843-9691 
 
 

      Financial and volunteer assistance to a wide range of charities: 
       The Legion pays $6.8 million in property taxes annually. 

       Employs 2,150 full time and 3,400 part time employees. 
       Annually spends $2 million on direct support to needy veterans 
           and contributes 852,000 hours of volunteer time assisting 
           veterans, ex-service members and their families. 
      Over 150 Legion branches have housing projects committed to 
           providing acceptable and affordable housing for seniors and 
           Veterans-valued at $195 million. 

Spends $2 million on direct support to seniors and contributes 
 over 447,000 hours of volunteer time assisting senior  citizen       
on an annual basis. 

Spends $5.1 million a year on direct support to youth activities 
           and contributes 440,000 hours in volunteer time with young 
           Canadians. 


