
 Volume 11 

2015 - 2016 

Issue #12  

May / August  

2015 

Editor: Nina Guy ( theeditor641@gmail.com ) Branch Website: http://www.rcl641.ca 

 

R O Y A L  C A N A D I A N  L E G I O N - B A R R H A V E N  B R A N C H  6 4 1  

 

by President E.R. [Ed] Schelenz CD 

This and all past issues can be viewed at: http://www.rcl641.ca/advance.html  

Comrades All, 

 

Let me start by thanking our Past Presi-

dent Ernie, his executive, and all the volun-

teers for having done a great job at keeping 

our Branch on the track to success. Ernie 

was a driving force in many of our endeav-

ours, including in the naming of our “Vimy 

Memorial Bridge.” I call it “our” Bridge since 

our Branch, under our Sgt-at-Arms, will be 

holding a yearly ceremony there. 

I’m in the fortunate position of having 

four of our Past Presidents still very active 

within our Branch. These comrades still vol-

unteer much of their time. I know I can 

count on them not to hesitate in letting me 

know if there are things that can be done in 

a different way. We continue to grow with-

out ever having an official recruiting pro-

gram. This shows that the Membership must 

be doing a great job in passing on the infor-

mation to their friends. 

I thank all the Members that stepped up 

and were willing to run for office and those 

who volunteered to take on an appointment. 

We have three new Members on the execu-

tive: Randy O’Reilly, Jackie Fuchs and 

Stephane Guy. I welcome them and hope 

they stay involved for many years to come. 

In the above paragraphs I used the word 

“volunteer” many times and it is a word I 

use a lot in my discussions at the Branch. 

“Volunteers make it work” is true, but as 

one of our Past Presidents, Gus Este, 

pointed out, you need teamwork to get it 

done. One of my worries is that we will burn 

out our volunteers, so I encourage all of you 

to find new volunteers to help out. 

I further encourage all executive Mem-

bers to approach one of your counterparts 

and volunteer to be on their committee. 

Much experience can be gained by serving 

on other committees. 

In the last couple of weeks, I and other 

Members of our executive were privileged in 

attending two Annual Ceremonial Reviews, 

such as the Royal Canadian Sea Cadet Corps 

Falkland and the other with the 2332 Major 

EJG Holland, VC Royal Canadian Army Cadet 

Corps.  Both were an outstanding demon-

stration of the capabilities of the youth that 

are involved in these Cadet Corps.  

Our annual Veterans/Seniors luncheon 

was a success and I thank our Seniors Offi-

cer, John Sielatycki, VSO Victor Chan and all 

those that participated to make this event 

possible. 

  All three events personified what the 

Legion is all about, the support of our youth 

through Cadet Corps and looking after our 

Veterans and seniors. I look forward to the 

next two years as your President and hope I 

have your support throughout. 

http://www.rcl641.ca/advance.html
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COMRADES, WOULD YOU PREFER TO RECEIVE YOUR COPY OF THE 

ADVANCE VIA EMAIL? 

If so, please contact our Secretary  

Kathy Johnston at: weasle1@rogers.com, and get signed up.  

End the surprises, the being left out, the last to know. 

DO IT NOW, TODAY, AND GET CURRENT.  

by Comrade Gus Este and John Sielatychki  

Once again, the Seniors Committee or-

ganized a very successful luncheon for sen-

iors who are Members of our Branch and 

their partners/attendants. Comrade John 

Sielatycki, Chairman of the Seniors Com-

mittee, did a very good job putting this 

event together.  

“I don’t claim to be alone in organizing 

this event,” stated John. “Much credit goes 

to Comrade Darrell Bartraw and his Hospi-

tality Committee for setting up the hall, 

providing and serving the food and even 

helping those Vets who were willing and 

able, to get up and dance, led joyfully by 

Comrade Sheila Sielatycki.”   

The Veterans attending were from the 

five local senior’s residences in Barrhaven, 

which included a bus load from the Perley 

Rideau Care Centre. Also invited to attend 

were our own Veteran Members of the Bar-

rhaven Branch 641. 

Providing music to sing-along, dance, or 

just listen to were a large group of cheerful 

musicians from the Fiddleheads.  

“They surely kept everyone in a happy, 

toe-tapping, jo lly mood,” said John. “We 

even celebrated Veteran Howard Ahren’s 

97th birthday.” 

“I don’t want to miss anyone,” said 

John. “I thank bartender Comrade Dave St. 

Amand, also Comrades Don Phair and Dave 

Schneider for assisting with unloading and 

loading the Veterans, especially those with 

wheelchairs and walkers.”   

Also not to be forgotten are the dona-

tions made by Lisa MacLeod and Members 

of Branch 641 who contributed funds to as-

sist in this effort. 

It is estimated that there were over 100 

people in attendance and some were al-

ready planning on attending next year’s 

luncheon. 
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For a fairly new Member of Branch 641, 

I found the 10th Anniversary Celebrations 

to be quite a treat.  

They started with an afternoon meet-

and-greet at the Branch, where guests 

were welcomed by Legion Members and in-

vited to participate in refreshments pro-

vided by the Hospitality Committee.  

Debi Sereda, Public Relations Officer 

and Master of Ceremonies, welcomed eve-

ryone and gave a brief history of the 

Branch. Next, Comrades Bert Boehme and 

Sharon Wilson presented a $10,000 cheque 

to Barrhaven Food Cupboard President, 

David Sereda. Funds from the Poppy Trust 

Fund were used for this donation, and eve-

ryone felt proud to be a Member of this 

Branch that truly supports community or-

ganizations such as this. Their motto is 

“Neighbours helping neighbours,” and this 

donation will go a long way to help support 

Barrhaven families in need. 

After a few hours, everyone went home 

to prepare for the evening dinner, which 

started at 18:00 with cocktails and an ex-

cellent roast beef dinner provided by our 

usual caterer, Lolachers. The roast beef, 

probably the largest slices I have ever been 

served, was accompanied by the usual po-

tatoes and vegetables. While enjoying our 

meal, Ray Desjardins, a Past President as 

well as one of the Founding Members of our 

Branch, gave us a detailed description of 

the history of the Branch.  It was very en-

joyable and enlightening to understand the 

struggles that the first group had to go 

through, including the fact that Members 

had to dedicate considerable time, effort 

and work together to make our home an 

establishment where Members felt wel-

comed, especially with very little funds.   

It was also interesting to know that it 

took a few moves before the Branch settled 

in its current location on Fallowfield Road. 

Councillor Jan Harder gave a very good and 

brief speech on her perspective of the first 

few years of the Branch. It was entertain-

ing, but she passed on a very important 

message concerning the multitude of strug-

gles the founding members had to deal 

with in order to get through the red tape 

they constantly faced. 

The meal was fo llowed by a live band, 

Starfire, that incited many to dance the 

night away. Overall, this event was a suc-

cess and a very entertaining evening. 

by Comrade Stephane Guy 

Legionnaires enjoying their meals in Valour Hall 
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Late last spring, then president Ernie 
Hughes made a request for a lapel pin de-

sign reflective of the character of Branch 

641. It was a challenge that Laura Ozimek 
took up. The result – the Branch’s 10-year 

Anniversary Coin in addition to the lapel pin 

design.  
The coin and pin designs are connected 

by the images of a Legion Member and 

Vimy Memorial Bridge. While the lapel pin is 
only now nearing production, the 10-year 

Anniversary Coins were released for sale 
during the May 23, 2015 celebration, hon-

ouring the April 22, 2005 signing of the 

Branch 641 Charter.  
The 641 commemorative coins are a 

first for the Legion. 

The front face of the coin depicts a vet-
eran seated in a wheelchair, a member of 

the navy, an air cadet, a service dog, and a 

“ghost image” of a WW1 serviceman. The 
images are loosely intertwined, depicting 

the connectedness of service. The reverse 
face shows a relief of a naval cadet, a vet-

eran saluting a “ghost image” of a WW1 

mounted so ldier, and Vimy Memorial 
Bridge.  Both faces of the co in are encircled 

by a black ribbon with reliefs of two oppos-
ing golden poppies, framing the text on the 

coin. The front reads “Barrhaven Branch 

641”, along with the dates “2005” and 
“2015,” and individual numbering for each 

coin. The reverse face is inscribed with 

“Royal Canadian Legion Branch 641” and 
“Home of Heroes,” taken from the first part 

of the Branch’s motto, Home of Heroes: 

past, present, and future. 
The image of Vimy Memorial Bridge is 

reflective of the Branch’s lobbying efforts in 
2014 to rename the newly built Armstrong-

Strandherd Bridge to Vimy Memorial 

Bridge. The black ribbon is representative 
of timelessness, strength and so lemnity, 

while the overall go lden field of the co in 

symbolizes honour and loyalty.  The co in is 
complementary to the various WW1 100 th 

Anniversary Commemorative events slated 

to take place between 2014 and 2018. 
Limited quantities of the Anniversary 

coins have been produced and are available 
for purchase at the Branch.  Cost is $20 per 

coin plus applicable taxes (i.e., $22.60 

each), payable to the bartender. 

by Comrade Ernie Hughes and Laura G.  Ozimek  

The Branch 641 Commemorative 10-year Coin Ernie Hughes accepting shipment of Branch 641 coin 
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by Comrade Debi Sereda 

Valour Hall transformed into a Medieval Dining Hall Company of the Sword demonstrating sword fighting 

Sword play, a king and queen, platters of 

food eaten without utensils, and a night of merry

-making; all of these were in fine fettle at the 

Barrhaven Legion’s Medieval Night on Friday, 

April 24. 

The guests of honour, King Ernie (Hughes) 

and his wife, Queen Lynn, welcomed the cos-

tumed-guests to Valour Hall. The clashing of 

swords by the Knights of Valour really brought 

things to life, as knights took to battle against 

their opponents, wearing suits weighing 80 lbs. 

and authentic swords to match. 

The creative team behind the theme night 

had been hard at work for months in order to 

bring this event to life, and Valour Hall was 

transformed into a medieval hall complete with 

candelabras, knights and fair ladies. 

The served meal, eaten without utensils, 

consisted of chicken, ribs, gravy, potatoes, car-

rots and dessert was messy, but fun! 

The event was a sold-out affair, with more 

than 80 people enjoying a night of fun and 

friendship. Music was provided by one of the 

Barrhaven Legion’s favourite bands, Assembly 

Required, who kept everyone up and dancing 

until closing. 

The Barrhaven Legion hosts Friday night din-

ners and live music every Friday night. Upcom-

ing meals and music can be found on their web-

site at www.rcl61.ca. 

Angele and Stephane Guy in their amazing costumes 
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by Comrade Debi Sereda 

People enjoying the Italian meal served during the event The dining hall set up by the Hospitality Committee 

On Friday, May 29, our fantastic Hospi-

tality Committee hit another home run with 

their second Taste of Italy dinner. More than 

80 people enjoyed the delicious feast which 

included an antipasto plate, minestrone 

soup, Caesar salad, homemade meatballs, 

pasta, and a tasty Italian dessert.  

It takes a lot of work – and a lot of vo l-

unteers – to put on one of these theme din-

ners and kudos to Darrell and his amazing 

team for all their hard work: planning, shop-

ping, cooking, serving, and worst of all…the 

clean up. 

To top the night off, we enjoyed fantas-

tic music from Starfire. This band is one of 

our favourites and they didn’t disappoint. 

Valour Hall was filled till the last notes were 

sung and played. Next time they are at the 

Branch, make sure you come and listen to 

them. They are awesome! 

Past President Ernie Hughes (left) with ‘Chef Boyardee’ (Gerry Provick), and President Ed 
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by Angele Guy 

The Sunshine Girls of Barrhaven are in 

the house! 

We have a good bunch of ladies in this 

group and have been meeting like this for a 

long time. It is hard to get everyone at the 

same time, so it means that it is not always 

the same ladies every week. But this week, 

we had 10 ladies jo ining us. I am the new-

bie of the bunch, and they have been nice 

to include me in their wonderful family.   

We meet at a different restaurant every 

week or close to it. And, as you all know, it 

is not always easy to decide on 

a place! There are so many good locations 

around Ottawa to choose from and have a 

good time between friends, it was hard to 

choose! 

 It took a certain amount of time to de-

cide on the restaurant, and after deciding 

on which one, off we went! 

We fo und a 

nice one by the wa-

ter in Dow's Lake. The 

sun was shining, but 

with just a little bit of 

wind. It was the best 

time to sit outside 

and e n jo y  t he 

nice terrace, while 

gazing at the beauti-

ful view of the lake.  

The name of the 

Restaurant: Malone's 

Lakeside Grill. 

On arrival, we were greeted by a server 

with a warm smile, fo llowed by meeting 

our waitress. Wow, what a big smile she 

had! She gave us another warm welcome 

and it showed that she had a pleasant way 

about her. It not only made us feel warm 

and fuzzy, but made our day! 

Their menu had such a wide variety 

that it was hard to decide what to eat. So, 

when we got our food, it was unbelievable 

to see that the plates were piled high. The 

meal was great and we didn't need a des-

sert on top of all that. We were too full! 

If you are looking for a place to go, you 

can always try this restaurant. You won't be 

disappointed! I know we weren’t! The 

thing that helped us as well is that we had 

people with reduced mobility, and the res-

taurant has an elevator to accommo-

date them. So, that’s 

another point for 

them. They also didn't 

push us out the door 

after finishing our 

meal. It happens far 

too often in other res-

taurants, and we ap-

preciated this. 

But don't take it from 

The Sunshine Girls, 

try it for yourself. 

From left to right: Joan St-Jacques, Sandy Maveety, Fran 

Jodoin, Jan Craig, Ellie Schelenz, Marg McLaughlin-Driver, Joyce 

Barr, Glenys Carnahan, and Jerry McDonald 

Missing from picture: Angele Guy 
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Valour Hall transformed for Canada Day 

Valour Hall packed with Legionnaires and their guests Legionnaires' tent at Clarke Fields Park’s Canada Day celebration 

The Colour Party getting ready to start off the night’s celebrations 

Lisa MacLeod (left) with Comrade Gus Este 
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The recipients of the Minister of VAC Commendation in Ottawa 

Comrade Ernie Hughes (left) and Minister Erin O’Toole 

Comrade Gus Este (left) with Minister Erin O’Toole 

Erin O’Toole (left), Olive and Gus Este, and Walter Natynczyk, 

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Comrade Raymond Desjardins (left) with Minister Erin O’Toole 
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by Comrade Gus Este 

In response to an appeal from the family 

of one of our former members, certain Com-

rades of our Branch were very instrumental 

in arranging and ensuring that the proper 

respects were accorded to our Comrade, 

John (Jerry) Crotty. His membership had re-

cently been transferred to the Kanata 

Branch, as he was no longer residing in Bar-

rhaven, but was living closer to the Kanata 

Branch. He was a Korean War Veteran, 

served Canada on several UN peacekeeping 

missions, and with NATO, during the “cold 

war” in Europe. 

Comrades Jerry and I had a common 

background as they both had served as 

combat medics in Korea, me in 1951/52 and 

Jerry a year later in 1952/53. It was natural 

for his daughter to contact me to get details 

as to our possible participation in the Fu-

neral service they were organiz ing at the 

Military Section of Beechwood Funeral Par-

lour and burial grounds. I was able to pro-

vide Jerry's daughter  with  contacts to the 

Ottawa Unit 7 of the Korean Veterans Asso-

ciation (KVA).  

The Service was conducted with full mili-

tary honours on Friday May 29th. Our 

Branch was represented by President-Elect 

Ed Schelenz, Founding President Ray Des-

jardins, Sergeant-At-Arms Ross Stephen, 

myself, and most importantly, a Colour 

party of six flag-bearers. Three members of 

the Kanata Branch of the Legion were pre-

sent, along with seven members of the KVA. 

There was an Military Honour Guard, 

commanded by a Captain, comprised of 12 

other ranks. The Service was conducted by 

a Military Chaplain and the Lament was 

played by a military piper. A large group of 

family, next-of-kin, and friends were in at-

tendance and everyone deposited a poppy 

into his burial plot. A reception was held in 

the funeral parlour fo llowing the Service.  

I send out a Bravo Zulu to all who par-

ticipated, and express my personal thanks 

to all Branch 641 members that were in-

volved. 

 
We will remember them! 
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No military experience or background is required to join the Royal Canadian Legion. 
To become a Member of Canada’s largest veterans and community service organiza-
tion, you must be 18 years of age or older, be a citizen of Canada or a Common-
wealth or NATO/Wartime Allied country and agree to the Royal Canadian Legion’s 
Terms of Eligibility. 
Some of the benefits of becoming a Member are: 
 

Membership in the Royal Canadian Legion:  
 gives you a chance to be part of your community on a local and national level 
 offers many volunteer opportunities to help Veterans, your Branch and community  
 gives you access to great savings and deals through our Member Benefits Pack-

age 
 allows the Branch to support youth in the community through bursaries, public 

speaking and poster and poem contests 
 allows you to participate in Branch activities  
 allows you to participate in Member-only sporting events such as darts, snooker, 

euchre, cribbage, bowling, curling 
 enjoy access to shopping at the Members-only online store 
 enjoy discounted membership in CAA 
 receive an annual subscription to the monthly Legion Magazine 
 enjoy reduced prices for meals and special events 
 receive Veteran's rides to appointments if required 
 receive Via Rail discounts 
 participate in the annual poppy campaign to raise money to help Veterans and 

Seniors in community hospitals 
 30 per cent discount on select computers from Dell 
 
For more information on Membership and benefits offered to Legion members, 
please go to the Legion website  
 
http://www.legion.ca/members/become-a-member/ 
http://www.legion.ca/members/member-benefits-package/ 
 
Please speak to any of our 500+ Members or call us at 613-843-8691.  
You can visit our website www.rcl641.ca or see our Facebook page “Barrhaven Le-
gion 641.” 

http://www.poppystore.legion.ca/custom.aspx?id=2
http://www.legion.ca/members/member-benefits-package/
http://www.legion.ca/members/member-benefits-package/
https://www.shop.legion.ca/login.aspx
http://www.legion.ca/members/member-benefits-package/
http://www.legionmagazine.com/
https://app.dell.com/canada/mpp/lookup.cfm
http://www.legion.ca/members/member-benefits-package/
http://www.legion.ca/members/become-a-member/
http://www.legion.ca/members/member-benefits-package/
http://www.rcl641.ca
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It’s summer time, and we all know what 

that means.  

Blistering heats, blazing suns, and most 

importantly, people out and about, enjoy-

ing their time off school or on vacation. 

And we definitely see a change in our 

Legion when summer time comes around.  

Namely, one of the things that changes 

at the Legion is the Friday dinners. They 

are reduced to bimonthly events, instead of 

weekly. And because of that, we do notice 

a reduced amount of people attending 

these meals. But we all know that it's to be 

expected, what with people going to their 

cottages and leaving the city or the prov-

ince for a certain period of time.  

Fortunately, even though the Friday 

dinners are small, there are still events go-

ing on in the Legion itself.  

Namely, the golf tournament happening 

in mid August.  

Now, I don't know much about golf (I 

doubt that mini putting counts as golf), but 

I am aware that this is one of the biggest 

events happening throughout the year. As 

of July 30, there are more people who have 

signed on than last year. And the numbers 

will surely keep rising until the event on 

August 14.  

If you’re into golf and are interested in 

participating in this event, you can see the 

poster on page 10 of this Advance edition, 

or you can speak with Randy O’Reilly for 

more information.  

And, as mentioned before, we can’t for-

get that the Friday theme nights will begin 

shortly after summer time.  

Our last theme night was A Taste of 

Mexico, which brought in dozens of people, 

Legionnaires and non-members as well. 

And the next one could bring in a whole lot 

more of you. But the theme, as of yet, is 

yet to be determined. 

Which brings me to my final point for 

this edition. If you have an idea of what our 

next theme night could be, please submit 

some feedback to the Hospitality committee 

and they’ll be more than happy to help you.  

Now, as a parting message for now, 

just remember that our Legion is only as 

good as the members in it. 

 

From your editor, 

Nina Guy 

To those who have greatly helped with this edition 
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by Nina Guy 

Editor in Chief 


