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I wish to extend my thanks to all our volunteers and a generous community for another  
successful Poppy Campaign and Remembrance Ceremonies. The Campaign raised a  
record level of money this year. We are still counting, but we should exceed $70K –  
money urgently needed by Veterans and our community. In addition, our Remembrance  
Dinner, Remembrance Ceremony and Open House were all well attended and a great  
success. There are too many to all name here; but, I wish to especially thank our 1st VP and Poppy 
Campaign Chairman, Comrade Stephane Guy, the store and trap-line captains, the Parade 
Commander, Comrade Dave St Amand, our Sgt-at-Arms, our Hospitality Team, our cash counters, led 
by Comrade Maureen Wheeler, our cadets, and all the other many Branch volunteers who made the 
extra effort to help ensure that the Campaign and ceremonies were such a success this year. Also, a 
special thank you must go to Comrade Al Gullen, who was the sole member who offered poppies at the 
Park and Ride station on Fallowfield Rd. Regardless of the weather, Al showed up bright and early to 
be at the station for rush hour and collected, on his own, over $2,100 in donations. A special thanks 
also goes to our community of Barrhaven for their generosity and local business sponsors. We can all 
be proud of our branch and our members who have generously helped to ensure our remembrance of 
those that have sacrificed and those that continue to sacrifice for our freedoms.  
 
Regrettably, I was unable to attend the Remembrance Day Ceremony this year; but, together with 
friends from B.C., Alice and I visited the Las Vegas Post 8 of the American Legion on their American 
Veteran's Day, also held on November 11, 2018. We gave our greetings from the North and presented 
a Branch 641 ribbon and commemorative coin to the Post Commander, Robert Morris. The Post 
Commander gave us a warm welcome, and we had a great afternoon visiting with members of the 
Post. 
 
I wish to thank our Hospitality Chair, Angele Guy for organizing this year's Grey Cup Party. Although 
the Redblacks didn't win the cup, a small crowd at the Branch did enjoy a great meal prepared by 
Angele, and thanks to our generous wine and beer providers lots of prizes were given out. 
 
I would also like to highlight the many great entertainment activities happening at our branch in the 
coming months as we celebrate Christmas and the New Year. I would encourage everyone to come 
out and enjoy the President's draw, Santa's visit and the New Year's Ball – mark your calendars and 
get your reservations in; available seats are going fast and don't forget the New Year's Levée and 
Friday Night Dinner/Dances. Check the Event page on our website for details.  
 
I would also again remind everyone, if you haven't renewed your membership yet, I encourage you to 
do so at your earliest opportunity. See page 18 for more information about a new cash incentive! 
 
Bert Boehme, President 
Supporting Veterans and Community  
 

 
  
 
 

The President’s Message  

Bert Boehme 

This and all past issues of The Advance can be viewed at: http://www.rcl641.ca/advance.html 
 
 

http://rcl641.ca/news.html
http://www.rcl641.ca/advance.html
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Here we are, two weeks after Remembrance, and the stores are full of displays of  
merchandise prepped for the Christmas season. The bells are ringing and the  
Christmas music is blaring away. What I see and hear is presents, presents,  
presents, parties, and good cheer. My question is why. If I were to ask that question of any of the 
shoppers, I’d probably get a blank stare, or maybe even an “oh well its Christmas time you know and 
it’s really for the kids.” Well I’m sorry but I don’t believe any of that is true because as a Christian I 
know that God is fulfilling His greatest gift to mankind as is written in John 3 vs l6 & 17: “For God so 
loved the world that he gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever Believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life for God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world through Him might be saved” 
 
As a Christian, every year I watch the world go from an unknowing, almost depressive state to one of 
smiles, philanthropy, and great joy. How is that possible when most people in our society have little 
or no faith or belief system? Yet it happens year after year. Christmas must be contagious and 
everyone catches the bug not even realizing who or what is the “centrepiece” of the celebration. The 
whole world stops on December 25 every year (even those who don’t even know why) to celebrate 
the birth of the Son of God, Jesus Christ, in an obscure place, in an obscure country over 2,000 
years ago. We celebrate, we sing special carols, we have family gatherings, we give each other gifts, 
we have special pageants and we eat (overindulge in fact). Then there are the Boxing Day sales 
(there wouldn’t be Christmas without credit). And then it’s back to the regular grind of life and 
shudder at the bills we are contemplating with some trepidation. For most Christians this is not the 
routine we follow. Oh yes, we celebrate and honour God for his great gift of our Saviour. We have 
special gatherings at church. We honour the reason for the season, most of our giving is to others 
who have real need and as individual families we try to make our gifts tokens of our love and not 
expensive and have a wonderful meal together to share our blessings. 
 
Hopefully this year these few notes will give you time to pause and think about the significance of His 
birth. Perhaps you might visit a local church and be part of their services. I`m sure you will be warmly 
welcomed. My greatest plea is that you remember that Jesus is the reason for the season. 
 
 
God bless you all. 
 
In His Service 
 
R.E. (Ray) Desjardins 
Branch 641 Chaplain  

 

REFLECTIONS –  
November 2018 – Christmas Is Coming! 
 

Ray Desjardins  
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Highlights of Reports from Chairs for November Meetings 
 

Correspondence received from a Member  
  
“Hi David: I wish that I were there to enjoy the friendship and camaraderie of the Legion. However, I know it is 
in good hands. Say hello to Gus and Kathy. I was asked to transfer to the Legion here, but prefer to retain my 
membership in Barrhaven as I will be able to visit at some time in the New Year. You guys are doing a 
fantastic job with membership, especially as I read about the membership woes of other Legions. Keep up the 
good work and my regards to all Legion members who work so hard and do such great work.”  
 
Many Regards, Des Gurnett  
 
SERGEANT-at-ARMS REPORT  
  
1. On Sunday, November 18, the Colour Party marched in Barrhaven Santa Claus Parade. All went well in 
spite of following a horse drawn carriage and all that may happen when doing so.  
  
2. Walter Baker Sports Centre Halls A&B have been reserved and confirmed for next year's Remembrance 
Day activity to be held on Monday, November 11, 2019. A signed copy of the contract will be provided to the 
appropriate Committee Chair for safekeeping.  
  
3. As a reminder: Branch 641 Colour Party is always looking for new recruits. The Colour Party is a group of 
Comrades who proudly represent the Royal Canadian Legion and the Branch in the community. Duties of the 
Colour Party include parading the Colours at general meetings, ceremonies such as Remembrance Day, the 
anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge, and celebrations of life in honour of deceased comrades as well as a 
variety of community events such as the Barrhaven Santa Clause parade. Volunteering for this role is a great 
way to meet new friends and get involved in the community. Members of the Colour Party are required to 
wear Legion dress.  
 
No experience is required. Members are provided the training that addresses basic drill movements, flag 
protocol and flag drills. Should you be interested in joining or have any questions regarding the Colour Party, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.  
  
Comrade Serge Peters Sergeant-at-Arms 641rclsergeant@gmail.com  
 
Membership Update – David St Amand  
 
Earlybird Winners September Mike Harrietha; October Beatrice Cormier  
  
Renewals 351  
  
Membership 633  
  
David St Amand Br 05-641 Membership Chair 

 
POPPY CHAIRMAN REPORT  
  
1- The Poppy Campaign is now over, and the donations have been very good this year to a point that we 
exceeded last year’s donation by approximately $11,000. We have not finalized the financial report as there 
are still few wreath payments to be received and small adjustment that are bound to occur.   

mailto:641rclsergeant@gmail.com
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2- The biggest lesson learned this year is that we had so many shifts that they were difficult to fill especially 
the late and mid-afternoon shifts. Considering that the 2019 campaign will be the longest possible campaign 
with 17 days, I strongly suggest returning to 3 shifts a day per store which will reduce the number from 270 
this year to 217 shifts.   
  
3- My report also includes a financial report for the promotional items sold throughout the campaign. With the 
hard work of all participants, we made a profit to our general fund of $2854.77 and a profit to our poppy trust 
fund of $5118.88. See attached.  
  
4- The Remembrance Dinner was a complete success with 81 guests including 67 veterans, spouses and 
caregiver. Everybody loved the meal, the free wine from Pelee Island and the decorations made by Comrades 
Dwayne Hordij and Terry Claessen.   
  
5- The parade was also a big success with an impressive turn out by the community which I personally 
estimate at approximately 2000 people and a large participation of units that paraded. It was a chilly but 
beautiful day which was followed by a large attendance at both receptions at Walter Baker and the branch.   
  
6- I would like to personally thank all of the key players this year which did an amazing job but most 
importantly, the store captains which had an especially difficult campaign as they dealt with too many open 
shifts. I would also like to thank and highlight the participation of Al Gullen who was the sole member that 
offered poppies at the Park and Ride station on Fallowfield Rd. Regardless of the weather, Al showed up 
bright and early to be at the station for rush hours and collected, on his own, over $2100.00 for our poppy 
trust fund.   
  
Stéphane Guy Poppy Chairman 
 
Youth Education & Bursary Program Report  
  
General  
  
1- Five applications for RCL 641 Bursaries for academic year 18/19 have been received up to date.  
 
2- I have two Bursary committee members that have stated they are interested in participating in the review 
process.  
  
3- Deadline for Poster and Literary Contest is November 15, 2018 and the Hall is reserved on November 17 
afternoon for judging of Literary / Poster Contest.  
  
4- Met with Bert Boehme and Lyle Brennan on October 29, 2018 to review preparations and co-ordinate our 
efforts.  
  
5- Zone G5 Public Speaking Contest held on March 2, 2018.  
  
Comrade Linda Crawford Youth Education & Bursary Program Officer   
 
BRANCH/VETERAN SERVICE OFFICER REPORT  
  
Since my October 2018 report to Branch 641, VSO has had 4 new queries for assistance. The cumulative 
numbers now total 23 military veterans, 2 RCMP members, and 5 persons from outside the Barrhaven area 
who are not currently members of Branch 641. No name or pack drill.   
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June of this year, a few members of Branch 641 visited the Royal Ottawa OSI Clinic for Military, RCMP and 
their dependents. During our visit, the issue concerning lack of inclusion for first responders was raised. At 
that time, the OSI Clinic was funded solely by VAC, which does not extend to First Responders. First 
Responders include personnel from the police, fire fighters, and paramedics and falls under the Public Safety 
(PS) Canada mandate. Branch 641 recognizes, includes and supports First Responders.  
 
In mid-October, the Government of Canada (GoC) took the next step towards a research stream that includes 
First Responders in programs for OSI/ Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)/ Post-Traumatic Stress Injury 
(PTSI). PS Canada will include support for its frontline personnel, an estimated 70,000 of whom suffer/ have 
suffered from PTSI. The Honourable Ralph Goodale, Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness, 
outlined an Action Plan to be launched September 2019 and completed by the development of a 
comprehensive federal framework. This action plan is to be led by the Honourable Ginette Petitpas Taylor, 
Minister of Health. The GoC is to work with relevant partners to advance the action plan and support of mental 
health resiliency in its military, Veterans and public safety officers.  
 
Federal partners have recently begun using the term PTSI rather than PTSD due to negative connotations 
associated with the word disorder and associated concerns that may deter those in need from seeking help. It 
is hoped the new language will help reduce the stigma associated with mental health issues and build an 
environment of acceptance and inclusion.  
  
Comrade Victor W. S. Chan, LCdr(ret’d), CD, KStG Veteran Service/Branch Service Officer  
 
ENTERTAINMENT/HOSPITALITY GENERAL REPORT NOVEMBER 2018  
  
As of today, Hospitality is doing very well with increased attendance by more members and non-members.  
  
HOSPITALITY MEALS:  
  

• 2018, November 2 The Mandarin – The BedRockers: We had 80 people and everyone had a good time 
and ate well. Another success.  

• 2018, November 3 Remembrance Dinner: We had 81 people and the evening was very good and people 
enjoyed the food, the speakers and their stories, the whole evening was successful. Thanks to everyone 
for their hard work.  

• 2018, November 9 Chicken Pot pie – Albert & The Collection This meal wasn’t as popular as the other 
ones we did so far, but still people loved it. And we still made a little profit.  

• 2018, November 11 Remembrance Day. Everything went very well with lots of people coming and going 
during the whole day. Thanks for all the food donations and the volunteers that help during the whole day.  

• 2018, November 16 Steak & Mushrooms – Anthology We had 80 people that came for Dinner and 
everything went very well. Another successful night for Hospitality.  

  
MEALS TO COME IN DECEMBER:  
  
2018, November 23 Fish & Chips – The RockPhiles  
2018, November 30 Ribs & Baked Potato – Last Call  
Saturday, December 1, 2018 Market for vendors, from 9 am to 2 pm  
Friday, December 7, 2018 Lolachers Turkey Dinner Band Gravelfoot  
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Friday, December 14, 2018 Fish & Chips Band The BedRockers  
Saturday, December 15, 2018 Lunch with Santa     
Monday, December 31, 2018 New Year’s Eve Dinner & Dance and After Dinner Dance Tickets are for sale for 
members.  
  
Angele Guy Entertainment/Hospitality Chairman 
 
Report from Br 641 Branch Historian  
 
Our Branch has been very active and has had a presence at a number of events and places during this period 
of remembrance.  
  
In the course of the last few weeks,  
  

• An annual display set up at the Ruth Dickinson branch of the Ottawa Library located at the Walter Baker 
Centre in Barrhaven. Our presence including signage for the branch has been there for a month.  

• This year we were able to handle the guest speaker roles at our annual Remembrance dinner held at the 
branch on Nov 3rd. Lectures on the 100-day offensive/Armistice and Battle of Ortona were handled by 
Comrades Stephane Guy and Comrade Dwayne Hordij respectively. Special Thanks to Comrade Terry 
Claessen for the additional work on props that added to the evening.  

• A display held at the Vintage Wings of Canada on Nov 10th commemorating the 100th anniversary of the 
end of WW1. Again, branch signage was present  

• Traditional display of original artefacts took place again in our branch for the Nov 11th activities held in our 
branch.  

• Photo credit to the branch from LEGION MAGAZINE page 48 for use of a historical item in their story.  
  

It’s been a busy month but very rewarding in terms of introducing people to our rich military history.  
  
Dwayne Hordij. Br 641 Branch Historian.  
 
Community Liaison Committee Report     
 
Chairman Gus and Deputy Chairman David Rattray were planning to have one or two visits to a few 
community organizations, during the latter part of November and early December. Gus experienced some 
medical problems which delayed this until the December Executive meeting.  
 
However, here below is a report to the General Meeting regarding the ongoing action by the Sub Committee 
“Socks for Homeless Campaign.”  
 
Socks for the Homeless 2018 Campaign - of the Community Liaison Outreach Committee  
 
1. We are pleased to report to the branch membership that the 2018 Socks for the Homeless Campaign is 

now up and running and will go until December 8, when collection boxes will be emptied for the last time 
and picked up. This year’s goal is 20,000 pairs.  

 
2. We have added Saint Mother Teresa High School this year to the four high schools that were on board with 

us last year.   
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3.  Other good news is that Giant Tiger is not only back as our corporate sponsor but they have now signed 

up their 200 headquarter employees located downtown next to their GT store. So, we expect our collection 
numbers for socks to grow, particularly because of these great additions  

 
4.  All the deserving organizations we donated to last year are back plus, we have now added The Salvation 

Army, Booth Street Shelter, which is comparable in size to The Mission, and represents an increased 
demand for 4,000 additional pairs of socks.                           

 
5.  Thanks to our webmaster Andre Ouellette, our website is now up to date for 2018. To read more about the 

Branch 641 Socks for the Homeless, click on http://www.rcl641.ca/Socks4homeless/ Sub Committee 
Members David and Marion Rattray   David and Debi Sereda   

  
Barrhaven Community Networking Breakfast  
 
This is an advance notification that we will provide the Breakfast Chairman, our Sponsors and our Partners of 
our plan to conduct our 15th Community event. We will be advised the actual details in the upcoming weeks, 
following which, a list of our Branch Executive members planning to attend, will be provided to the breakfast 
organizers.  This will be completed as soon as possible, but no later than our February Executive Meeting.  As 
Partners we are committed and have agreed to match the Sponsors contribution of $300.00, plus GST. This 
will permit us to display our banner and also distribute brochures and other informative material. In addition, 
we will also include in our cheque, the ticket price of $30.00 for each of our members attending, plus $3.90 
each for GST.  As in past years, our branch treasurer, Comrade Jim Duff, will provide the Breakfast Chairman 
with a cheque covering the above-mentioned transactions, with a list of our attendees.  Please contact the 
undersigned should you have any problems with this prospectus, or require further information.   
 
Comrade C.W. (Gus) Este, Committee Chairman  
Comrade David Rattray, Committee Member & Vice Chair 
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Presentations at the November 2018 General Meeting 
 
A cheque in the amount of $8,500 was presented by acting 
president Stephane Guy to Karalee Bowles and Dr. Jim 
Randall. Jim gave an overview on the new machine that would 
be purchased by this donation for the operation on hip 
replacement.  
 
Pictured left to right, Jim Randall, Stephane Guy and Karalee 
Bowles 
 
 

Lisa Paul, Director of 
Operations, Council for Federal 
District, St. John Ambulance 
presented Branch 641 with a 
branch new AED (automated 
external defibrillator). Many of 
our members will recall an 
incident eight years ago at a 
remembrance dinner when Comrade Dave Lee required the use of 
our AED. Many of our members have been trained in the use of 
AEDs and Dave’s cardiac incident shows the importance of having 
one in our branch. This defibrillator is state-of-the-art and the newest 
one on the market. All they ask for in return is that we advertise the 
services they provide to the community.  
 
Thanks very much Lisa! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2nd VP Ernie Hughes and Cadets and Scouts Chair Amanda 
Fuchs presented a retired flag from the 2332 Cadet Army Corp to 
the branch on behalf of the cadets.  
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We are getting 
close to the 
December 8 
deadline to 
collect warm, 
new and gently 
used socks. 
 
Giant Tiger has 
some great 
deals on socks.  
 
Please pop into 
a store near you 
and pick up 
some socks for 
this community 
outreach 
program. 
 
Our goal is to 
collect 20,000 
pairs of socks 
for men, women 
and children this 
year which will 
be distributed to 
the 
organizations 
shown on the 
poster on the 
right. 
 
Socks can be 
dropped off at any of the donation locations. 
 
Thank you. Together we CAN make a difference! 
 

https://www.gianttiger.com/search.do?query=socks
https://www.gianttiger.com/search.do?query=socks
https://www.gianttiger.com/search.do?query=socks
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General Meetings 
 

All Members are welcome – and encouraged – to attend our monthly General Meetings. These 
are held at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of the month, except during the months of July and 

August, when we take a brief summer break.  
 

The next General Meeting is December 18, 2018.  
 
 
 

 

Executive Branch Officers 2017-2019 
Bert Boehme President 613-825-4146 nandaboehm@sympatico.ca 
Ed Schelenz Immediate Past President, 

Honours and Awards 
613-843-1088 
613-371-6634 

edschelenz@rogers.com 

Stéphane Guy 1st Vice-President 613-797-7021 stguy35@hotmail.com 
Ernie Hughes 2nd Vice President, Long 

Range Planning 
613-825-2496 
613-850-9488 

majorefhughes@rogers.com 

Tom Lamb  3rd Vice-President 613-825-4957  w_tom_lamb@sympatico.ca 
Martha Walsh Recording Secretary 613-523-3798 martha@ckcufm.com 
Kathy Johnston Office Administrator  613-828-2314 weasle1@rogers.com 
Jim Duff Treasurer 613-825-4086  rcl641.treas@hotmail.com 
Serge Peters  Sergeant at Arms  613-558-2380  641rclsergeant@gmail.com 
David Cole Chairman and Constitution & 

Laws 
613-858-3845  dm58.cole@gmail.com 

Ray Desjardins  Chaplain and Hospital Visits  613-825-2318 rayd.641@sympatico.ca 
    

Other Members of the Executive Committee 2017-2019 
Kevin Whale Bar Officer 613-581-3828 
Dwayne Hordij Branch Historian 613-793-0123 
Amanda Fuchs Cadets and Scouts 613-496-0282 
Gus Este  Community Liaison  613-825-1168 
Angele Guy  Entertainment, Hospitality and Special Events 613-797-7029 
Danny Desmarais Finance 613-823-5439 
Kathy Johnston Grants and Assistance 613-828-2314 
Tom Lamb Housing 613-825-4957 
Bill Hillier Legion Seniors  613-422-8375 
David St Amand Membership Chairman  613-825-7310 
Stéphane Guy  Poppy Chairman 613-797-7021 
Ross Stephen Poppy Trust Fund 613-825-4108 
Debi Sereda Public Relations Officer, Scrapbook, Website and 

Bulletin Editor 
613-823-1716  

Jan Kent Scrapbook Editor 613-322-5723 
Scott Helman Special Ambassador 613-298-4083 
Jackie Fuchs  Sports/Track and Field Chairman 613-496-0282 
Victor Chan Veterans Service, Branch Service Officer, 

Leadership and Development  
613-825-8269 

Linda Crawford Youth Education and Bursary - 
 

mailto:edschelenz@rogers.com
mailto:majorefhughes@rogers.com
mailto:weasle1@rogers.com
mailto:rcl641@hotmail.com
mailto:dm58.cole@gmail.com
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Submission to The Advance from Comrade Gus Este 

Included here-below, is an article written By Comrade Bill Black. It was published in a recent edition 

of his KVA Unit 7 newsletter. You may wish to contact him to obtain permission to include it in one of 

our Branch 641 Newsletters, should you find it appropriate. (Permission from Bill Black has been 

requested and given.) 

Although our numbers are diminishing rapidly, we will continue to have Korean and other veterans, 

who are  preparing to complete their service. This information may encourage them to engage with 

the Royal Canadian Legion or other military orientated associations, following the completion of their 

service.  

My name is Bill Black. I'm 82 years old, and our battles were 65 years ago.  

We have a different statement to make. We probably live in an isolated world because of our age, 

which is close to that of the Second World War veterans. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 30 years ago, the chartered Korea Veterans Association of Canada, or KVA, 

held a total membership of approximately 4,000 to 5,000 veterans from coast to coast, comprising 55 

units. We were well represented across Canada. That's an average of nearly 100 men per unit. 

However, Ottawa Unit 7 was the largest in Canada, with a strong membership of over 400 Korean 

War veterans. 

I was advised some time ago by the Embassy of the Republic of Korea that Ottawa's is the largest 

unit in the world, notwithstanding that there were 21 countries involved in the Korean War, 16 of 

which sent combat troops. Unit 7 is now reduced to 190. That includes the 38 Korea veterans in the 

Perley and Rideau Veterans' Health Centre. They are being well cared for. 

Overall, the KVA of Canada is now at a low of just over 1,000 members and is diminishing rapidly 

every year. For example, within our unit, there are only approximately 50 members who are still 

active. We're all in our eighties and nineties. Many are in retirement homes, and those still in their 

own homes don't travel too far anymore. 

Recently I reached out to some of our units and individuals within our Ottawa unit and received 

feedback on this question: “Describe how well you are being treated by Veterans Affairs Canada”. 

Everyone's answer was nearly identical, such as, for example: “No complaints”; “More than I 

expected”; “We're being well cared for”; and, “If it were not for VAC, I'd be on the street.”  

I posed the question about the local offices being closed. In Ottawa, that has not adversely affected 

our members; however, our unit has several members in the Chatham area who initially voiced  

http://kvacanada.com/index_original.htm
https://www.perleyrideau.ca/health-centre
https://www.canada.ca/en/veterans-affairs-canada.html


 

 

 

  
The ADVANCE        Page 12 

Royal Canadian Legion – Barrhaven Branch 641 
 

www. rcl641.ca 
 

  

 

 

concern about having to travel to Windsor for treatment. However, VAC is taking care of 

transportation and pocket expenses for them, so no complaint was registered.  

With regard to disability pensions and VIP assistance, they are often mentioned in terms of 

expressing appreciation. Many have been vocal in saying how much consideration has been given 

towards helping Korea veterans who now suffer from a myriad of health problems, such as PTSD, 

alcoholism, heart failure, various cancers, 

lung disease, asbestosis, arthritis, hearing 

loss, etc. Feedback indicates that, for 

whatever reason, VAC seems to have 

excelled in putting forth a great deal of 

compassion in providing meaningful 

assistance to Korea veterans. 

Although the care aspect seems to be on the 

favourable side for the octogenarians in our 

association of veterans, I do not have any 

idea of the condition of the remainder of 

Korean War veterans or how they are 

managing. It is estimated that there are 7,000 

or 8,000 Canadian Korean War veterans who have remained distant, insofar as never having joined 

the Royal Canadian Legion or any veterans’ organization. To my knowledge, there are no stats for 

us to use to draw any conclusion regarding their well-being or the accuracy of their numbers.  

One more point I'd like to mention is the downsizing of the Canada Remembers directive in Ottawa. 

It is certainly gratifying to have the partnership deal with our veterans and Veterans Affairs Canada. 

However, it has become somewhat burdensome now to have our very senior veterans thrust into the 

business of negotiating, contracting, and purchasing, etc., to accommodate for parades, services, 

and various other requirements that formerly were accomplished by the Canada Remembers team. 

Perhaps VAC is thinking of the future and perhaps advancing a little too rapidly in getting prepared 

for when the inevitable occurs. 

Even though the Korean War was often called “the forgotten war”, I believe Veterans Affairs Canada 

has done a colossal job in its care of our men and their families.  

Thank you very much.   

Bill Black President, Unit 7, Korea Veterans Association of Canada  

https://openparliament.ca/search/?q=Witness%3A+%22223343%22


 

 

 

  
The ADVANCE        Page 13 

Royal Canadian Legion – Barrhaven Branch 641 
 

www. rcl641.ca 
 

  

 
 
 
 

Recent Events in Valour Hall 
 
Halloween – October 26, 2018 
 

Ghouls, goblins and comrades attended this dinner.  
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2018 Remembrance Dinner – November 3, 2018 
 

Eighty-one comrades and guests attended this annual dinner at the branch on Saturday, November 
3, 2018. As you can see from the pictures below, the room looked spectacular, the food was 
delicious and everyone had a wonderful evening. The theme of this year’s special dinner was the 
100-year anniversary of First World War armistice and guest speakers Stephane Guy and Dwayne 
Hordij shared some history of how the war came to an end.  
 

      
 

        
 

 

 



 

 

 

  
The ADVANCE        Page 15 

Royal Canadian Legion – Barrhaven Branch 641 
 

www. rcl641.ca 
 

  

 
 
 
2018 Remembrance Day – November 11, 2018 
 
It was a cold but clear Sunday, November 11. Larger than normal crowds gathered at John McCrae 
Secondary School including Veterans, Legionnaires, cadets, scouts, community leaders, members 
of the public and lots of flag-waving children. 
 
Following the ceremony, our Legion hosted events at the Walter Baker Centre as well as back at our 
branch. Thanks to our Hospitality team and others who helped set up and co-ordinate the tables 
laden with donated food. Oh my. What a wonderful day! 
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What Happens in Vegas . . . 

On 11 November, 2018, Veteran's Day in the U.S.A., 
President Bert Boehme and wife, Alice, together with 
friends from Branch 140 Sechelt B.C., Bill and 
Suzanne McLean, visited the Las Vegas, Nevada Post 
8 of the American Legion. They are shown presenting 
the Branch 641 ribbon and commemorative coin to the 
post Commander Robert Morris. A warm reception 
was received and a pleasant afternoon spent with 
members of the Post.  

 

 

 

 
 

Renew your 
membership online and 
you could win a $2,500 
Shoppers Drug Mart 
gift card and a $2,500 
shopping spree for 
your branch. 
 
Complete details will 
be in the January 
edition of Legion 
magazine. 
 
David St Amand, CD 
Membership Chair 
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November 23, 2018 Draw 
 

Congratulations to  

Joe Guitard  
who won $89 

Selected Card No. 46 

 

Jackpot now at $12,057.50 
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 UPDATE 
We received our bingo cheque for October, 2018 in the amount of 
$3,129.31. Our total so far for this fiscal year is $30,095.91.  

From the start of this branch initiative, our bingo team has raised 

$141,440.03.  

As always, thanks for volunteering.  

Comrade Ed Schelenz    
 

 

Notes from the Editor 
Debi Sereda 
 
October and November have been very busy for our little branch. We collected and counted  
thousands of dollars in poppy donations ($71,536 to be exact!), hosted three large events  
(see pages 13-17) and all of this was carried out in addition to our “life as usual” daily comings  
and goings. It takes so many volunteers to make all of this happen (our amazing hospitality team who 
organize all the meals, members to take care of the trap lines for the poppy campaign, members to 
distribute poppies at local stores, members to co-ordinate the cadets at stores, members to count the 
donations… you get the picture. What would we do without these volunteers? One thing is for sure, life at 
the Barrhaven Legion would be pretty dull. 
 
If you have a few free hours a week or a month, we would love to have you on our team. To learn more 
about how you can help your Legion, just let me know.  
 
As you will have read in the Membership report for November on page 4, Comrade Dave St Amand, our 
Membership Chair, reported that our membership number for 2018 has reached 633. This is incredibly good 
news – we have come a long way since our original 50 members 13 years ago. However, when it comes to 
membership renewal for 2019, we have a long way to go. More than 270 members have not yet renewed 
their membership. This is a huge shortfall for our branch. For those who have renewed, thank you. For 
those how haven’t yet renewed, please renew as soon as possible.   
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 

BRAVO  

ZULU! 

mailto:debi.foxhill@gmail.com

