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The President’s Message  
 

Hi Comrades, 
  
Another COVID 19-free week with no reported 
illness or request for support. I’m confident that if 
we continue with social distancing, hand washing 
and sanitizing items that are brought into the 
house, we stand a good chance of coming out of 
this pandemic with all of our members in good 
health.  
  

Having said that, I would like to advise you that Jim Ireland recently 
suffered a mild stroke. We truly hope that Jim will be back on his feet as soon as possible and wish him 
a full recovery. Our prayers are with Jim, his wife Sally and family. Take care of yourself Jim. 
  
Last Friday, I had a meeting with key members to come up with a good reopening plan. I truly believe 
that we will be able to reopen as soon as we are authorized to do so. Our plan includes the following 
and more: 
  
1. The bar will have a plexiglass partition that will run the length of the bar. This is to protect not 

only the member but also the bartender. It will also prevent any spread of germs on glasses, 
taps and other items that are normally just inside the bar area. 

2. Bar stools and tables will be positioned in a way to respect social distancing. 
3. Flow patterns will be designed to avoid walking by a seated member. An example is that 

members will be required to walk on the far side of the pool table to reach the bar, avoiding 
walking by members seated at the bar or at tables.  

4. Our Valour Hall will also be available to members and tables will be positioned to respect social 
distancing and to include a flow pattern to avoid passing by other members.    

5. One person at a time will be allowed in the washrooms. 
6. Sanitizing solutions will be available to members throughout the branch.  
7. We are looking at introducing cashless payment (debit and credit). Our treasurer will meet with 

the bank in the near future to verify how and when we can implement cashless payment.   
8. Two bartenders will be on duty and wearing masks.  
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a. The first bartender will serve only and therefore will remain in a cleaned area considered 
virus free. This person will handle cleaned glasses and pour from clean taps and 
therefore everything will be virus free before it is handed to the members. He/she will not 
handle anything that has been touched by members.  

b. The second bartender will sanitize the members’ area but will not touch the glasses or 
empty beer bottles. He/she will handle the cash and will wash hands immediately after.  

9. Members will be required to help by respecting the following measures: 
a. Respecting social distancing at all time, and wearing masks while walking inside the 

branch.  
b. Depositing the empty beer bottles into an empty bottle beer case. 
c. Depositing empty glasses in a plastic container that can then be inserted by the 

bartender in the kitchen dishwasher without the bartenders handling glasses. 
d. Avoid touching the plastic containers for empty glasses or the empty beer case so the 

bartenders can put them away without being in contact with an area that has been 
touched by a member.  

  
There are more improvements to come; however, these measures provide you with an understanding 
that we have your health in mind and that it will be safe to visit the branch and enjoy some long overdue 
camaraderie amongst friends. 
  
Keep in mind that we have your health in mind and that we are standing by to help in anyway possible. 
Just contact me and we will respond.  

 
Stéphane Guy, President 
613-797-7021 
rcl641president@hotmail.com 
 
“Always Do the Right Thing" 
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The Original Six – How the Barrhaven Branch 641 Came to Be 
(reprinted from January 2012 edition of The Advance) 
 
“No, this is not a hockey story. Anyone who frequents the Barrhaven Legion has undoubtedly 
heard the terms "Charter" and "Founding" members, especially if you attend the general 
meetings or ride a stool at the bar. I was certain that I knew the correct meanings, but was very 
surprised to learn that I did not. My discussions and research have shown that many others 
are just as misinformed as me on this subject. To begin, we need to look back at how and 
when the branch was formed.  
 
Sometime in the year 2002, Gus Este and Ray Desjardins suggested to a few fellow members 
of Branch 593 Bells Corners that they should start a new Legion branch in Barrhaven. They all 
agreed it was a great idea. But how, and by whom?  
 
Time passed, and human nature being what it is, nothing got done and this dream was only 
talk by people in blue blazers. More time passed, and it wasn't until 2004 that Ray Desjardins 
put pen to paper and started the laborious, intensive process to turn their vision into reality.  
 
There's no manual on how to start a branch, and initially, there were few who believed it could 
be done, including Ontario Command. Luckily for us, Ray is a determined individual who 
doesn't easily accept "NO" for an answer.  
 
To obtain a Legion Charter, there were many obstacles to overcome, including the requirement 
to have 50 members. In that list of 50, there had to be a minimum of 10 new members who 
had never previously belonged to any Legion.  
 
Allow me to backtrack for a minute. I incorrectly assumed, as did others, that our "Founding" 
members were the “Original Six” who had the vision and tenacity to start our branch.  
 
They were: Ray Desjardins, Gord Ley, Gus Este, Ernie Hughes, Don Phair and Judy Phair.  
 
I also incorrectly believed that our "Charter" members were all members at the time we 
received our charter and officially became Branch 641 Barrhaven.  
 
After a lengthy discussion with Ray, who has all the right answers, I've learned that our branch 
has 12 members who are officially recognized as "Charter" members.  
 
These 12 were the new, voting members who had not been re-instated or transferred in from 
another Branch.  
 
They are: Wing Cdr J.D.W. Campbell, F. Paul Charlebois, Larry G. Charlebois, Linda 
Charlebois, Pierre Deveault, Peggy Johnson, Beverly Schlivert, Greig Schlivert, John 
Sielatycki, Sheila Sielatycki, Jim Wilson, Sharon Wilson  
 

Continued on page 4  
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Our "Founding" members include everyone who was a member in 2005 when our request for a 
Charter was submitted for approval. At that time, there were four reinstated members, 18 
transfers and 32 new members, which included the 12 "Charter" members, for a total of 54 
"Founding" members.  
 
Since receiving our Charter on April 22, 2005, our branch has grown steadily from humble, 
unlikely beginnings. From living room discussions, to meetings at the Walter Baker Centre and 
our first clubhouse on Cedarview, it's been quite the ride.  
 
The move to Fallowfield has proven to be an unquestionable success by our members and the 
community at large.  
 
We are now approaching 500 members and have become one of the largest and most vibrant 
branches in Zone G5. At our present rate of growth, it won't be long before the need for a 
larger, perhaps permanent facility, will be thrust upon us.  
 
We owe a great deal of gratitude to the “Original Six” who had the vision, energy and 
determination to create Branch 641 Barrhaven.  
 
There are dreamers, and there are doers. We at Branch 641 are extremely fortunate to have 
both.”  

 
David St Amand 
Membership/Senior Chair 
613-825-7310 
d.stamand@sympatico.ca 
 

 
Tulips Bloom at 641 
 
Many thanks go to Martha Walsh and Nancy Rule who planted 350 tulip bulbs outside the 
branch last fall. The "fruits of their labour" most certainly paid off! 
 
Excellent job, ladies! Thank you! 
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Membership Information  
  
Branch 641 membership is currently at 562 members in good standing. We still have 106 members 
from last year who have not renewed their membership for 2020. If you are able to do so, please 
consider renewing online to help keep our branch healthy during these difficult times. You can renew 
online at https://www.legion.ca/join-us/renewal. 
 
If you prefer, you can mail a cheque for $50 to the branch (address below).   
 
In the past few weeks, you may have heard that Branch 595 Strathcona will cease operations. I’ve 
learned that they are hanging their charter in the Montgomery Branch.  
 
There were more than 100 cards and/or stickers in the card box behind the bar.  A couple of weeks 
ago, I mailed all the cards and stickers to their owners so that we can start fresh when we open. 
When we do re-open, I plan to have a few pin ceremonies at our general meetings to hand out more 
than 100 pins and a 50-year medal.  New members get a Legion lapel pin when they join, and then 
again at five-year intervals. 
  
If you aren’t sure if you’ve paid your membership for 2020, send me an email and I will let you know. 
  
David St Amand 
Membership/Senior Chair 
613-825-7310 
d.stamand@sympatico.ca 

 
 
 
85 Years Young 

 
Ordinary members are serving or retired members of the Canadian Armed Forces or Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police. There are a few other ways to be an Ordinary member, but they are rare. In 
recognition of their service to Canada, Branch 641 is pleased to pay the annual membership dues for 
all Ordinary members when they reach the age of 85. 
 
For the 2021 year, our branch will pay the dues of 31 members. As far as I know, we are the only 
branch that offers this to its Veterans. The dues will be paid in September of this year so cards or 
stickers will be available at the branch (once we reopen) or can be mailed if requested.   
 
Once again, we thank you for your service to Canada as a member of the CF or RCMP. 
 
David St Amand 
Membership/Senior Chair 
613-825-7310 
d.stamand@sympatico.ca 
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Branch 641 Executive Team 
 

Position  
(Title/Name in bold 

denotes Executive Position 
and/or Executive Member) 

Chair 

Position  
(Title/Name in bold 

denotes Executive Position 
and/or Executive Member) 

Chair 

President Stéphane Guy Grants and Assistance Martha Walsh 

Immediate Past 
President 

Bert Boehme Honours and Awards Bert Boehme 

1st Vice President  Ernie Hughes Hospital Visits 
Stephen 
Silverthorne 

2nd Vice President Victor Chan Hospitality/Entertainment Angele Guy 

3rd Vice President Angele Guy Housing Tom Lamb 

Chairman Dave Cole 
Leadership and 
Development 

Victor Chan 

Treasurer Jim Duff Legion Seniors David St Amand 

Secretary Vacant Long Range Planning Ernie Hughes 

Sergeant at Arms Lyle Brennan Membership David St Amand 

Chaplain Stephen Silverthorne Poppy Campaign Ed Schelenz 

Bar  Ernie Hughes Poppy Trust Fund Ross Stephen 

Branch Service Officer Victor Chan Public Relations (Website, Debi Sereda 

Cadets Dave Sereda Scrapbook, Bulletin)  

Community Liaison  Dave Sereda Sports/Track and Field Jackie Fuchs 

Constitution and Laws Dave Cole Ways and Means Joe Guitard 

Finance Officer Bert Boehme Youth Education/Bursary Lyle Brennan 
E-mail: rcl641@bellnet.ca 
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Something to Keep Your Gray Matter Active 
 
1. Johnny's mother had three children. The first child was named April. The second child 

was named May. What was the third child's name? 
2. There is a clerk at the butcher shop, he is five feet ten inches tall and he wears size 13 

sneakers. What does he weigh? 
3. Before Mt. Everest was discovered, what was the highest mountain in the world? 
4. How much dirt is there in a hole that measures two feet by three feet by four feet? 
5. What word in the English Language is always spelled 

incorrectly? 
6. Billy was born on December 28, yet his birthday is always in 

the summer. How is this possible? 
7. In California, you cannot take a picture of a man with a 

wooden leg. Why not? 
8. What was the president's name in 1975? 
9. If you were running a race, and you passed the person in 

second place, what place would you be in now? 
10. Which is correct to say, "The yolk of the egg are white" or 

"The yolk of the egg is white"? 
11. If a farmer has five haystacks in one field and four haystacks in the other field, how 

many haystacks would he have if he combined them all in a third field? 
  

The answers are on page 10 
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Celebrations for Branch 641 Members 
 
Our members arranged several distance celebrations for friends of Branch 641 who 
celebrated milestone birthdays in April and May. 
 
Wednesday, April 22 – John Sielatycki’s 85th birthday 
Tuesday, April 28 – Fran Jodoin’s 96th birthday 
Tuesday, April 28 – Marcy Craig’s 50th birthday 
Wednesday, April 29 – Dave Schneider’s 75th birthday 
Wednesday, May 13 – Sharon McCarthy’s 70th birthday 
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We All Need a Good Chuckle These Days . . . Enjoy! 
 
A young Ottawa Valley woman was so depressed that she decided to end her life by throwing 
herself into the Ottawa River 
But just before she could throw herself from the docks, a handsome young man stopped her. 
"You have so much to live for," said the man. "I'm a sailor, and we are off to Italy tomorrow. I 
can stow you away on my ship. I'll take care of you, bring you food every day, and keep 
you happy." 
With nothing to lose, combined with the fact that she had always wanted to go to Italy, the 
woman accepted. That night the sailor brought her aboard and hid her in a small but 
comfortable compartment in the hold. From then on, every night he would bring her three 
sandwiches, a bottle of red wine, and make love to her until dawn. Three weeks later she was 
discovered by the captain during a routine inspection. 
"What are you doing here?" asked the captain. 
"I have an arrangement with one of the crew," she replied. "He brings me food and I get a free 
trip to Italy." 
"I see," the captain says. 
Her conscience got the best of her and she added, "Plus, he's screwing me." 
"He certainly is," replied the captain. "This is the Quyon Ferry!" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ever since I was a child, I've always had a fear of someone under my bed at night.  
So, I went to a shrink and told him, "I've got problems. Every time I go to bed, I think there's 
somebody under it. I'm scared and I think I'm going crazy."  
"Just put yourself in my hands for one year," said the shrink. "Come in and talk to me three 
times a week and we should be able to get rid of those fears."  
How much do you charge?"  
"Eighty dollars per visit," replied the doctor.  
"I'll sleep on it," I said.  
Six months later, the doctor met me on the street. "Why didn't you come to see me about 
those fears you were having?" he asked.  
"Well, eighty bucks a visit, three times a week for a year is $12,480. A bartender cured me for 
$10. I was so happy to have saved all that money that I went and bought me a new pickup 
truck."  
"Is that so?" With a bit of an attitude, he said. "And how, may I ask, did a bartender cure 
you?"  
"He told me to cut the legs off the bed. Ain't nobody under there now!"  
 
Forget the shrinks, have a drink and talk to a bartender! Its always better to get a 
second opinion! 
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Thank You for Your Support 

As we continue to navigate our way through 
“the new normal”, we are proud to see how 
much of our “old normal” hasn’t changed. 
Whether it’s through video, by delivery or 
from a safe distance away, Legion members 
are still giving back to Veterans and their 
families in their communities. 
We can’t thank you all enough for the work 
that you do, and the work you allow us to do, 
helping Canada’s Veterans. Stay safe! For 
more information on the Royal Canadian 
Legion, please click here. 

 
Let Us Know  
 

When a comrade or family member becomes ill or passes away, it’s important that you let me, your 
chaplain, know. I put into motion a number of things such as advising the president and our 
executive, connecting with the family, making arrangements for hospital visits, arranging colour 
parties and Legion services – all of which fulfill our role to each other as a Legion family.  
 
When comrades are ill or pass and we don’t know, we can’t support the member or their family in 
their time of need.   
 
I can be reached by phone at (613) 823-8118 or by email at fr.stephen@goodshepherdbarrhaven.ca 
 
Stephen Silverthorne, Chaplain 
 
 

Gray Matter Answers from page 7 
 
1. Answer: Johnny, of course. 
2. Answer: Meat. 
3. Answer: Mt. Everest; it just wasn't discovered yet.  [You're not very good at this are you?] 
4. Answer: There is no dirt in a hole. 
5. Answer: Incorrectly 
6. Answer: Billy lives in the Southern Hemisphere. 
7. Answer: You can't take pictures with a wooden leg.  You need a camera to take pictures. 
8. Answer: Same as is it now – Donald Trump  
9. Answer: You would be in second place. Well, you passed the person in second place, not first. 
10. Answer: Neither, the yolk of the egg is yellow  
11. Answer: One. If he combines all of his haystacks, they all become one big one. 
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Barrhaven Legion’s 14th Annual Golf Tournament 
 

COVID-19 has changed everything and no one's life has been normal – or will be normal 
again. Our branch has been closed since March 13 and all of our members have stayed home, 
and stayed safe. Thank you. 
 
Our 14th annual golf tournament was to take place on Friday, August 14. This is our branch's 
largest fundraiser, last year bringing in +$8,000 to the branch. Each year, we have 144 golfers 
participate in this event and many local businesses support the tournament through donations 
of money and/or prizes.  
 
Given the state of events that have affected everyone in our community, we have decided to 
cancel the tournament for this year. Even though golf courses have opened, gathering in large 
groups will probably not be allowed going forward. Local businesses have been closed for 
months – some may never open their doors again.  
 
We have spoken to Cedarhill Golf & Country Club and they are holding the date of August 14 
for us so that members and guests may still be able to play golf, although no dinner will be 
held back at the branch. More information will follow on this as details are worked out. So, 
please keep the date open, just in case! 
 
When the branch re-opens, please make sure to come back and visit your friends and support 
your Legion. And don't forget to support our local businesses as they re-open. We will need 
them to support us. 
 
Dave Sereda 
Chair, Golf Tournament 
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Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 

 
May 24 marks the 20th anniversary of Canada’s Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 
 
The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier lies in front of the National War Memorial. It contains the 
remains of an unidentified Canadian soldier who had been buried near Vimy Ridge in France 
— the site of a famous Canadian victory in the First 
World War. 
 
The Unknown Soldier represents the Canadians who 
gave their lives for their country, including about 
28,000 soldiers whose resting place is unknown.  
 
On May 25, 2000, the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission exhumed the remains of a soldier during a 
ceremony that took place at the Canadian National 
Vimy Memorial. The remains were flown back to 
Canada in a Canadian Forces aircraft and lay in state 
in the Parliament Buildings until the interment ceremony on May 28, 2000. Soil from each 
Canadian province and territory, as well as from France, was placed on the coffin. 
 
#LestWeForget  
Read more: https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/art-monuments/monuments/tomb-unknown-
soldier.html 

 

Debi Sereda 

by email at 

debi.foxhill@gmail.com 


