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Comrades All: 
 
As the month comes to a close,  
so does my two-year presidency.  
It was an honour to be the  
president of such a great branch.  
What makes our Branch so great  
is all of our volunteers, for without  
them there would be no RCL,  
Barrhaven Br. 641. 
 
So let me thank personally all the volunteers I have 
come in contact with over my last two years. 
Thank you to Secretary Kathy Johnston who did 
her best to keep me on the right track, which 
worked most of the time. Thank you to Past 
President Ernie Hughes to whom I reached out 
many times for information and he willingly took on 
any task that I asked of him. Thank you to 
Treasurer, Jim Duff who continues to keep our 
finances straight and steps up for many unrelated 
finance requirements. Thank you to 1st VP Bert 
Boehme for being there at all times and continuing 
on to become the President. Thank you to 2nd VP 
Darrell Bartraw for the outstanding job with his 
Hospitality crew. Thank you to Sharon Wilson for 
her two years as Poppy Chairman, doing an 
outstanding job. Thank you Ray Desjardins for 
being our Chaplain and looking after our sick 
comrades and supporting those that want support. 
Thank you Sgt-at-Arms Ross Stephen for all the 
ceremonial functions you attended on our behalf. 
Thank you Veterans’ Service Officer Victor Chan, 
for looking after our Veterans. Thank you to Chris 
Fuchs for representing us with the cadets. Thank 
you to Jackie Fuchs for all the sport events that she 
helped ensure we were represented. Thank you to 
Stephane Guy for volunteering and doing a great 
job as our Ways & Means rep.  
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Thank you to Bill Hillier for looking after our 
Seniors. Thank you to Debi Sereda for her great 
job as PRO and editor of our Advance. Thank you 
to Tom Lamb for looking after the housing issues. 
Thank you to Gus Este for representing us with the 
Community and for your advice when asked. Thank 
you to Chantale Brais for looking after all the Youth 
Education and Bursary. Thank you to Debbie 
Conley for looking after Grants & Assistance. 
Thank you to Dave St.Amand for a great job as the 
Membership Chair. Thank you to our Bar Manager 
Greig Schlivert and Don Phair. Thank you to Cathy 
Pearen for all the time you spend on the Hall 
Rental. Thank you to Angele Guy for looking after 
our scrapbook. Thank you to Rod Vanier our Legal 
Advisor for letting me sleep at night. Thank you to 
Chairman David Lee for keeping control of the 
meetings. Thank you to Scotty Helman for being 
our Ambassador of Goodwill. 
 
There are many more that I want to thank; our 
bartenders, our hospitality committee, our Bingo 
volunteers, our road cleaning crews and all those 
that help keep our branch clean. Thank you to all 
those that come out and participate in our Poppy 
Campaign. Thank you to all those that step up and 
help out when needed. 
 
It takes a lot of volunteers to keep our branch 
up and running and we are fortunate enough to 
have them. Thank you all and please keep up 
with your support. 
 

Enjoy your Legion.  
 
Keep volunteering. 
 
Ed Schelenz, CD 
President, RCL Barrhaven Br. 641 
 
Home: 613-843-1088 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting 
end_of_the_skype_highlighting 
Cell: 613-371-6634 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting  

 
Volunteers & Teamwork  
Get it done! 
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Our New $10 Bill Has a Story to Tell 
 
The Bank of Canada will be releasing a new $10 bill to 
celebrate our 150th birthday. There’s a great story behind 
the bill – how it depicts Canada’s history and how they 
designed it. 
 
Read more here. 
 
 

 
 
Membership Update 
 

All Branches recently received a communiqué from the Dominion Command 
Membership Chair. It contained the following interesting points: 
 
1. New plastic cards will be issued this summer. Years of service will be replaced by 

"member since date;" cards no longer require signature of member or membership 
chair and starting in 2019, annual stickers will validate the years paid. 

 
2. The new membership processing website will launch in the summer of 2017. 

 
3. 2018 per capita tax increase of $1.25 is effective September 1st 2017. It means 

that we will send an extra $1.25 of your dues to Dominion Command. 
 

4. There is a new Life Membership application form on the DC website. 
 

5. Graduating Cadets (18 years of age) will receive a one-year complimentary "at 
large" membership. Application forms are available online. An "at large" 
membership may be transferred to any local branch. 
 

6. Member initiations are no longer needed. The member initiation will now be 
included on the application form. This change allows a new member to be formally 
initiated when they sign their application. 

 
David St Amand 
Br 641 Membership Chair 
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President Ed Schelenz presented our 
friend and line dance teacher Elaine 
Dinelle with a certificate of 
appreciation. Elaine is not a member 
of our branch but she certainly has 
brought much enjoyment and fun to it 
through her line dancing classes. Just 
ask the group! Also, many friendships 
have developed within the group and 
many follow Elaine wherever she 
chooses to go on a Friday night to 
dance so they can show off the new 
skills they have learned from her.  
 
Elaine is off for the summer and classes will resume in September.  
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2332 Major Holland VC Army Cadet Corps 
2100 Walkley Rd 

Ottawa, ON K1A 0K2 
 

April 25, 2017 
 
In September 2016, cadets of 2332 Major Holland VC Royal Canadian Army Cadet Corps 
embraced a new civics project. Their aim was not only to become more aware of the 
homeless and less fortunate in their community, but also participate and aid in the solution. 
To see and understand this issue, the cadets integrated themselves with VETS (Veterans 
Emergency Transition Services Canada, Ottawa Chapter. Among the many services 
provided for veterans in crises, this group also engages in a monthly event referred to as 
“Boots on the Ground” (BOG) walk. The objective of the BOG walks is to assist the 
homeless in the hopes of meeting a veteran and providing a means to allow the Vet to get in 
contact with the “Emergency Services for Veterans.” The ultimate goal is to get Vets off the 
streets. During this event, volunteers from all walks of life, including the 2332 Army Cadets 
walk around the downtown core, surrounding communities and local shelters in Ottawa. 
Additionally, these volunteers provide non-perishable foods, blankets, warm clothing, smiles 
and thoughtful conversation.  
 
During a BOG walk in January titled “In Her Boots” which focused on women’s shelters and 
the search for female Veterans; the female Cadets from 2332 met a young female refugee*. 
They discovered that she had only been in Canada just over a month and was nine months 
pregnant. She arrived on the steps of a women’s emergency shelter with only a small 
suitcase of clothes and a large amount of courage. This refugee had recently escaped a 
war-torn country in the hopes that she could provide her unborn child with a better life free 
from fear and religious persecution. This woman's story touched the hearts of our Cadets so 
much that they made it their mission to assist the young woman! Cadet Warrant Officer 
Juanita Mpiana at the helm, Cadet Master Corporals Rayne Topping, and Sherissa Francis-
Williams and Cadet Corporals Shannon Wiseman and Abigail Tibbles set a goal to provide 
their new-found friend with all she would require to welcome her baby. These cadets wanted 
to demonstrate what true Canadian spirit is all about; they reached out to the cadet families 
and the local Ottawa community via social media to help create a safe and welcoming 
environment for her and her child. They spent weeks gathering clothes, toys, baby furniture 
and a myriad of other items to provide what she and her new baby would require. On 
Thursday, April 13, 2017, a new healthy Canadian baby boy was welcomed into the world! 
 
This is not the end of our journey as our Cadets have now realized the potential they have 
to help make a difference in their communities. The Cadets plan to take on bigger 
challenges in their upcoming training year, and now we can only imagine where they will go  



 
 

 

  
The ADVANCE         Page 5 

Royal Canadian Legion – Barrhaven Branch 641 
 

www. rcl641.ca 
 

 
 
 
 
 
with their new-found aspirations. The staff, Cadet families, and our Support Committee will 
be there to support them every step of the way! 
 
Given the opportunity, tweens and teens can make a difference in their community; they can 
touch the lives of people that society ignores, or reach out to a hand waiting and needing to 
be held. The National Army Cadet Program provides just such opportunities for young 
Canadians to grow into dedicated, hardworking, compassionate young leaders. Leaders, 
whose vision is to make a difference in Canadian communities across the nation. 
 
Additionally, 2332 Cadet Corps also focuses its program on creating a team building 
environment with activities such as band, biathlon, drill competitions, physical fitness, 
dealing with outside stresses, and providing coping skills to name but a few. 2332 Major 
Holland VC Army Cadets are very proud to be represented by such upstanding, kind, 
dedicated and community-oriented Cadets who strive for greatness every week throughout 
their school year. 
 
They make us proud as we watch them commemorate another year, full of positive 
influences and actions within the community, the Corps and their families. They will 
showcase their successes at 68th Annual Cadet Review at 2:00 pm on June 3, 2017 at 2100 
Walkley Road Armouries. Joining the cadets will be local MPs, Military dignitaries, close 
friends, local Cadet corps, and 
family members. 
 
Debra Parsons 
Captain 
Commanding Officer 
2332 Major Holland VC Royal 
Canadian Army Cadet Corps 
 
*Please be aware that at her 
request, the name of the 
refugee and country have 
been left out due to 
persecution of her family in the 
old country. 
 

 
Front row: Left Rayne Topping, Centre: Juniata Mpiana, Right: Sherissa Francis-Williams 

Back Row: Left Abigail Tibbles, Shannon Wiseman 
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The Barrhaven Legion Gives Back 
 
Through the generosity of our community, Branch 641 presented cheques for $10,000 to each of 
the following organizations in March 2017. 
 
1. CHEO Foundation: President Ed Schelenz, CHEO Manager of Philanthropy Tracy Donahue, 

volunteers Ellie Schelenz, Monique and Danny Desmarais and Director CHEO Foundation 
David Rattray 

 
2. Barrhaven Food Cupboard: President Ed Schelenz, Barrhaven Food Cupboard Director of 

Communications Kevin Miller, President Dave Sereda, Barrhaven Legion Poppy Chair Sharon 
Wilson, and Barrhaven Food Cupboard Building Chair David Rattray 

 
3. Ottawa Regional Cancer Foundation: President Ed Schelenz, Ottawa Regional Cancer 

Foundation Executive VP of Philanthropy John Ouellette, volunteers Ellie Schelenz, Monique 
and Danny Desmarais 
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Memorial Bricks 
 

If you would like to be a part of the past, present and the future of the 
Barrhaven Legion, purchase a Memorial Brick. Your brick will be engraved 

with your name and it will be mounted on our Memorial Wall.  
 

Bricks are available in three denominations: 

 
Copper   $250 
Silver    $500 
Gold    $1,000 

 
Purchasing a Memorial Brick is also a great way to honour  

a family member. For more information, please contact: 
 

Ross Stephen -- ross4755@gmail.com  
 

or speak to one of our bartenders. 

 

Barrhaven Legion Memorial WallBarrhaven Legion Memorial WallBarrhaven Legion Memorial WallBarrhaven Legion Memorial Wall    
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May 28, 2017 Draw 
Winner – Ellie Schelenz 
Won 20% Weekly Sales - 

$43.00 
Selected Card #11 

Jackpot Now at 
$720.00 

Plus 30% Weekly Sales 
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Executive Branch Officers 2016-2017 
 
Ed Schelenz President 613-843-1088 edschelenz@rogers.com 
Ernie Hughes Immediate Past President 613-825-2496 majorefhughes@rogers.com 
Bert Boehme 1st Vice-President 613-825-4146 nandaboehm@sympatico.ca 
Darrell Bartraw 2nd Vice-President 613-825-8886 ucanemaildbart@gmail.com 
Chris Fuchs  3rd Vice-President 613-496-0282  chrisfuch54@gmail.com 
Kathy Johnston Secretary 613-828-2314 weasle1@rogers.com 
Jim Duff Treasurer 613-825-4086  rcl641@hotmail.com 
Ross Stephen  Sergeant at Arms  613 825-4106  ross4755@gmail.com 
David Lee Chairman 613-601-4087           dang.lee39@yahoo.ca 
Ray Desjardins  Chaplain/Hospital Visits 

Chairman 
613-825-2318 rayd.641@sympatico.ca 

    

Other Members of the Executive Committee 2015-2017 
 

Victor Chan Veterans Service Officer 613-825-8269 
Sharon Wilson  Poppy Chairman 613-825-6279 
Debbie Conley  Grants and Assistance 613-823-1138 
David St Amand Membership Chairman  613-825-7310 
Debi Sereda Public Relations Officer 613-825-4118  
Bill Hillier Legion Seniors  613-422-8375 
Tom Lamb   Housing 613-825-4957 
Jackie Fuchs  Sports/Track and Field Chairman 613-496-0282 
Stéphane Guy  Ways & Means Chairman  613-797-7021 
Chantale Brais Youth Education/Bursary   613-608-2438 
Gus Este  Community Liaison and Branch Historian  613-825-1168 
Scott Helman Special Ambassador 613-825-0039 

 
 

 

Executive Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the first Monday of each month.  
 
General Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each month.  
 

 

 
General Meetings 

 
All Members are welcome – and encouraged – to attend the branch 

monthly General Meetings. These are held at 7 p.m. on the third 
Tuesday of the month except July and August.  

 
The next meeting is June 20, 2017. Please come out and welcome 

your new executive.  
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Last Chance for 150 Medals! 

We received another limited quantity of our commemorative 150 Medals that are currently available at 
our branch for $25.00 plus tax. Please note that it is your last opportunity to purchase this medal 
through our branch as any further order will be the responsibility of the individual to purchase the 
medal directly at our Dominion Command store in Kanata.   

We also received a number of Veteran's scroll that is a banner that is sewn under the Legion badge 
on your Legion dress uniform as per the attached PDF. The scroll is available at the branch for $3.95 
plus tax.  

Stéphane Guy 
Ways and Means Chair 
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Notes from the Editor 
Debi Sereda 
 
I have only a few words this month and they are words of thanks. Thanks to the 
people who give each and every day to our Legion. People such as Ed Schelenz 
and his executive team who have worked so hard and diligently over the last two 
years. Ed, you have been a great leader and comrade and you have inspired us every  
day with your humour, fairness and professionalism.  
 
And thanks to Bert Boehme and his new executive team who take over on June 1.  
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 


