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The President’s Message  
 

Comrades 
  
After a few months of being locked down, we are 
finally back in business and it is truly pleasant to 
see familiar faces back at the branch.  However, 
we are still very cautious and we are gradually 
opening more and more activities just about 
weekly.  As such our hours of operation are from 
noon to 5 p.m., a few dart boards will soon be open 
and we are seriously considering offering Friday 

night dinners – however, live entertainment will have to wait a little 
longer. It is also comforting to hear that more and more of our members 
are being vaccinated with their second shots which greatly increases our 
resilience against this deadly COVID-19 disease.    
 
Financially, we are still doing very well. I’m happy to report that since the last edition of The Advance, we 
have qualified for a total of $35,183.57 which includes the second payment of $20,000 from the Ontario 
Small Business Grant, while the remaining amount is from the Canada Emergency Rent Subsidy program.  
There are four more periods that are listed on the website and unless the Government decides to cancel this 
program, it should provide us with funds that will allow us to remain in good health financially until we return 
to normal operation.       
 
Another leak in the kitchen was discovered this week but fortunately the water damages were restricted to 
the ceiling tiles.  The landlord was immediately contacted and another roof repair has been performed.  We 
were also advised that a new roof will be installed starting next month which will hopefully put an end to 
these periodic leaks.   
  
That is all for now and stay safe.  
  
Stéphane Guy 
President RCL Branch 641 
613-797-7021 
rcl641president@hotmail.com 
Always do the right thing 
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Membership Update 
 
Our membership is now at 566.  
 
Effective July 1, new members pay $25 to join for this year. 
 
Effective September 1, new members pay $17 to join for the remainder of the year. 
 
Stickers for 2022 should arrive soon. 
 
If you have any questions about your membership, please feel free to contact me. 
 
David St Amand 
Membership Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Barrhaven Legion Memorial Bricks 
 

If you would like to be a part of the past, present and the future of the Barrhaven 
Legion, purchase a Memorial Brick. Your brick will be engraved with your name 

and it will be mounted on our Memorial Wall in Valour Hall. 
 

Bricks are available in three denominations: 
 

Copper $250 
Silver $500 
Gold $1,000 

 
Purchasing a Memorial Brick is also a great way to honour a Veteran, a family 

member or friend. For more information, please contact  
Debi Sereda - debi.foxhill@gmail.com 
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Branch 641 Executive Team 
 

Position Chair Position  Chair 

President Stéphane Guy Honours and Awards Bert Boehme 

Immediate Past President Bert Boehme 
Hospital Visits  
Co-ordinator 

Louise Laflamme 

1st Vice President  Dave Sereda Hospitality/Entertainment Angele Guy 

2nd Vice President Dave Cole Housing Dave Sereda 

3rd Vice President Angele Guy 
Leadership and 
Development 

Bert Boehme 

Chairman Dave Cole Legion Seniors Eric Ellis 

Treasurer Jim Duff Long Range Planning Ed Schelenz 
Secretary Pam Hall Membership David St Amand 

Sergeant at Arms Lyle Brennan Poppy Campaign Ed Schelenz 

Bar Officer Dave Sereda Poppy Trust Fund Ross Stephen 

Branch Service Officer Lorette Ellis Public Relations (Website, Debi Sereda 
Cadets Dave Sereda Scrapbook, Bulletin)  

Community Liaison  Dave Sereda Sports/Track and Field Jackie Fuchs 

Constitution and Laws Dave Cole Ways and Means Joe Guitard 
Finance Officer Bert Boehme Youth Education/Bursary Lyle Brennan 

Grants and Assistance Dave Voisey   

    
Branch Advisor Gus Este Chaplain for Legion 

Tributes 
 

Reverend Margo 
Whittaker 

 
E-mail: rcl641@bellnet.ca 

November 2020 
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It is with sadness that we announce the peaceful passing of Anthony (Tony) Bockman, early in  

Ken Matacheskie – 1937-2021 
 
Ken passed away peacefully at the Ottawa General Hospital on Tuesday, June 29, 
2021, in his 84th year. Despite experiencing advanced cancer for the last year or 
so, his hospital stay was short. Just weeks ago, he was building gardening planters 
in his workshop for his granddaughter, Rose, and planting in the garden, with his 
beloved wife and soulmate, Cora. 
 
Ken was born in Barry’s Bay, Ontario on November 13, 1937. After working for a 
brief time in the mills, he started his 36-year career in the military and retired as 
Captain. He smartly retired at age 56 and enjoyed a full second chapter of life with 
Cora in Beachburg, Ontario in a home they built and called their Shangri-La. He 
was one of the founding members of the radio station, CJHR, and it was one of his 
life achievements to be part of the wonderful group of people who made that station 
a reality for the community and beyond. He also enjoyed his service to the Grace 
Lutheran Church in Rankin, Ontario. 
 
All of Ken’s family and friends will remember him for his hilarious and quick-witted sense of humour, his compassion, 
and love of life. 
 
Ken is survived by his wife of 59 years, Cora, his daughters Leanna (and spouse Michael), Mel (and spouse Kohei) 
and Allison, his grandchildren, Rose, Waylon, Harley, and Chihana and his great grandson, Aden. He is predeceased 
by his parents, John and Julia Matacheskie, and brothers, Wilfred and Frank.  

 
 

Gerry Cleary – 1933-2021 
 
It is with sadness that we announce the passing of our friend Gerry.   
Dearly loved by his common-law spouse of 41 years, Joan Coughlin. Loving step-
dad to Kimberly (Rudy) and Terrill (Octavia). Proud step-grandpa to Jake (Fran), 
Jason, Joey (Maura), Shayla (Cody) and Tesfa. Also, great step-grandpa to 
Romeo. He will be held dearly in the hearts of his second family. 
  
He sadly leaves behind his three children, Diane, Susan and Peter. He is survived 
by his sister Doris of Alberta and was predeceased by 11 siblings. 
  
Gerry proudly served in the CAF, RCEME – ELM Tech, for 28 years. His postings 
included Korea, Que, Petawawa, Kingston, Ottawa. Germany (totalled 8½ years – 
a posting he loved and reminisced about frequently) and Borden. Upon retirement, 
he continued his career in the public service with DND for 16 years. 
  
He met and had long lasting friendships with comrades of the Legion and always 
enjoyed a good joke with a hearty infectious laugh, and he was a lover of music 
and dancing. He was also a proud Mason.  
 
Rest in Peace Gerry. 
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Cadets 
 
This month, we will learn about the The Cameron Highlanders of Ottawa Royal Canadian Army Cadet 
Corps. 
 
This corps is based out of the Cameron Highlanders of Ottawa B coy office located in Bells Corners, which 
was opened on September, 17 2019. Since its inception, we have had the unique chance to build a cadet 
corps during the global COVID-19 pandemic. Although difficult at times, our cadets and staff continue to 
impress us with their ability to adapt and overcome the many obstacles that appear. 
 
Our unit began as conversations between Maj(R) Ernie Hughes and Hon Col Dan MacKay as far back as 
2012 and continued as Capt Russell Miller got involved in the fall of 2017 and led us to this point today as 
the Officer In charge (OIC). 
 
During the training year 2020-2021 we accomplished the following items: 
 
1. Took part in virtual training nights, every Tuesday from late Sept to June 

2. Had guest speakers including the RCSU(C) Padre, Police officers from the NAPS and OPP, and a 

caving expert from Alberta 

3. Had 90 per cent attendance during virtual training periods 

4. Recruited six cadets 

5. Currently have 10 Cadets taking part in virtual summer training 

6. Have 10 Cadets taking part in the Cadet Activity Program in August 

7. Had one Cadet who aged out and is currently in the process of enrolling into the regular forces 

8. And as of June 15, we have a new Commanding Officer, Capt Laura Henderson, who took over from 

Major Arleen Miller 

I would like to thank the following people for their support over the last few years: Our support committee 
chair Mr. Jeremy Laliberté and Caroline Fifield, Comrade Ernie Hughes, Comrade Davide Sereda, the 
Cameron highlanders of Ottawa family including our liaison Capt Rob Newcombe and LCol Scharf, the 
Corps staff including Major Arleen Miller, LT Alex Lewis and LT Doug Porter, and last but not least the 
Cadets who continue to impress us under the constraints of our current 
global situation. 
 
Our Corps can be reached at the following co-ordinates 
Email Cameron.cadets.ottawa@gmail.com 
Facebook: Cameron Highlander’s of Ottawa Royal Canadian Army 
Cadet Corps 
 
Captain Russell Miller, CD 
Officer in Charge  
Russell.miller@cadets.gc.ca  
 
 
Pictured left to right: Major Arleen Miller, Cadet Private Zhou 
Cadet Private Roy and Cadet Private Rice.
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At the Service of All Veterans 
 
The Royal Canadian Legion is Canada’s largest Veteran support and community service 
organization, helping Veterans, members of the Canadian Armed Forces, RCMP and their families 
get the care and support they deserve. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Discover Our Services  
 

 

Subscribe to Legion 
Updates  
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A Bit of Humour 
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2021 Marks the 100th Anniversary of the Remembrance 
Poppy in Canada 
 
Madame Anna Guérin, later christened "The Poppy 
Lady from France," inspired by John McCrae's "In 
Flanders Fields," had an idea: to adopt the 
distribution of the Poppy on Armistice Day as a way 
to raise money for Veterans' needs and to remember 
those who had given their lives during the First World 
War. 
 
In July of 1921, the Great War Veterans Association 
(which in 1925 would unify with other Veteran groups 
to form the Canadian Legion) adopted the Poppy as 
the flower of Remembrance. 
 
Since then, the Legion and its members have upheld 
this tradition of Remembrance. 
 
The story and 100th anniversary of the Poppy of 
Remembrance 
 
  

 

 

 

Notes from the Editor 
 

We re-opened our branch this month – hallelujah!!! No one could be more excited than 
our amazing volunteers who have waited anxiously to welcome people back to the branch. 
 
At the time of writing, our branch is open for business, we are hoping to restart our Friday  
night dinners, darts will slowlyt restart in Valour Hall and life will gradually resume some semblance of 
normalcy. Whatever that means after being shut down for so long. Please take time to return to the branch 
and reconnect with friends. We have all missed this connection. 
 
Keep well and stay safe.  
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 
 


