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Issue # 4 

 

28/12/2017 

 

Alice and I wish you all a Merry  
Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
Enjoy yourselves over the  
holidays – it’s a time to celebrate  
with family and friends and reflect  
on our good fortune. 
 
This past year has been another  
great success for our branch – we have 
completed some major initiatives, including the 
re-carpeting of our club house and the update 
of our historical wall display; we are moving 
forward with many significant projects such as 
the Barrhaven Community Cenotaph; we are 
contributing in many meaningful ways in 
supporting our Veterans and their families, 
cadets, and community; we have had a very 
successful Poppy Campaign; our 
entertainments and events are well attended 
and enjoyed by all; we are financially sound, 
and we continue to attract new members. What 
can I say other than I am proud to be part of 
this forward-looking, progressive and 
welcoming branch. The new year promises to 
be yet another great year. I would encourage 
everyone to come out and enjoy what our 
branch has to offer. Thanks to the many 
volunteers that make it happen every day.  
 
It has been a busy holiday season at the 
branch, with many activities and events. Our 
Ways and Means Chairman, Angele Guy, 
organized the President’s Draw at which many 
prizes were handed out – too many to list.  
Alice and I were in Florida during the draw; but, 
I know it was well attended and there were 
many happy winners, us included. Thank you, 
Angele, for organizing the event and to all the 
local businesses that donated prizes. 
  
 

The President’s Message  

Volume 13 

 

Issue # 18 

 

23/06/2016 

Bert Boehme 

This and all past issues of The Advance can be viewed at: http://www.rcl641.ca/advance.html 

Once again this year, the Rattrays and 
Seredas organized the “Socks for the 
Homeless” program, collecting close to 16,000 
pairs of socks. The socks were donated to a 
number of community organizations at a 
ceremony held on December 18 at the branch. 
Congratulations to the organizers and all our 
members and the community for supporting 
this important initiative. It will make a big 
difference to so many less fortunate than 
ourselves.  
 
Santa also visited our branch on December 2 
for the children’s Christmas party, another 
great success with many happy children. 
Thank you to all those who helped organize 
this event. Our New Year’s Eve party is also 
just around the corner and I hope to see you 
there. It promises to be another great event 
hosted by our Hospitality Committee.  I would 
also like to remind everyone and invite you to 
the New Year’s Day Levée on January 1, 2018 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. It was very well 
attended last year and again promises to be a 
spectacular way to toast in the New Year with 
some moose milk. 
 
I would also like to mention that we recently 
had to make a rather large maintenance 
expense of $900 to keep our furnace working - 
just in time for the cold snap and completed 
due to the quick response by our Housing 
Officer, Tom Lamb. 
  
As you are aware, it takes many people to 
keep our branch going, and I only thanked a 
few above, but there are many others that also 
deserve our thanks. In particular, I wish to 
thank all of our Executive Members and our 
volunteers who keep our branch going as we 
could not do it without their support.  
 
…../continued on Page 5 
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Branch 641 Legion Colour Party in the Community 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Our Colour 
Party 

proudly 
appeared at 

the Sens 
Game on 
November 
25 and at 

the 
Barrhaven 

Santa Claus 
Parade on 
November 

17.  
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Our Sunshine Girls Give Back to the Community 
 
Thank you all for your generous donations to Interval House which currently has 10 
moms and 21 children in residence. The generously packed 11 purses and six make-
up bags along with several totes and bags of ladies’ toiletry items were delivered. In 
addition to the purses and toiletries, our donations included some new clothes/ items 
for ladies and children, colouring books, crayons, books, stuffed animals, treats, kids 
shampoo/bubble bath and diapers/baby care products. The trunk of my car and the 
back seat were packed. The three ladies who helped unload at Interval House were 
very happy to receive these donated items and they send along their many thanks to 
everyone. 
 
In addition, we gathered five bags of quality, used ladies’ winter coats and clothes 
plus a bag of winter boots. These items were delivered to Value Village on Bank 
Street. This Value Village location supports Interval House by allowing residents to 
obtain much-needed clothing items without cost as Interval House no longer has the 
space to handle donated clothing.  
 
We started out on this endeavour with our original group of nine Legion Sunshine 
Girls and were joined by six more caring ladies whose contributions added greatly to 
this effort. Special thanks to our Legion Bartenders Cathy P., Martha, Pam and Nancy 
plus Shar from our Legion Hospitality Team and Trish from Porta la Casa.  
 
This was a great sharing and caring experience 
in tune with the spirit of the season. With so 
many organizations of this nature as well as 
others, perhaps us Legion gals can make this an 
annual event . . . food for thought for 2018.  
 
Merry Christmas Everyone! 
 
Joyce Barr 
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Membership Corner 
 

Categories of membership 
 
There are four main categories of membership: 
 
Ordinary membership: 
Includes still serving and retired military, reservists, RCMP, police officers, Canadian 
Coast Guard, and others listed in the General By-Laws. 
 
Associate membership: 
Includes parents, spouses, widows, widowers, children, grandchildren, siblings, 
nieces as well as nephews of a person who is or was eligible for Ordinary 
membership. 
 
Affiliate voting membership: 
Includes Canadian citizens or Commonwealth subjects from an Allied nation who 
support The Royal Canadian Legion’s aims and objectives and are not eligible for 
ordinary or associate membership. 
 
Affiliate non-voting membership: 
Includes non-Canadian citizens or non-
Commonwealth subjects from an Allied nation  
who support The Royal Canadian Legion’s 
aims and objectives. 
  
The three early bird winners for 2018 were: 
 
September - Victor Chan 
October - Darren Little 
November - Cathy Pearen 
 
David St Amand 
Membership Chair  
 
 
 
 

 
The President’s Message/continued 
from page 1 
 
I would also encourage you, if you 
haven't yet volunteered, to get involved. 
Of immediate opportunity, we are still 
looking for a Ways & Means Chair and 
a Scrap Booker. If you have some 
spare time, please consider 
volunteering. 
 
Have a Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year!! 
 
Remember, this is your Legion. Come 
out and enjoy. 
 
Bert Boehme 
Supporting Veterans and 
Community 
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Children’s Christmas Party with Santa 
 
On Saturday, December 2, 50 very excited children poured into the Legion all a twitter with 
expectations of seeing the man in red. Along with parents and grandparents, Valour Hall was alive 
with children’s laughter as they enjoyed children’s entertainer Yaki and listened to The Night Before 
Christmas. Then the excitement hit the roof as Santa arrived and for the next hour talked to the 
children and handed out gifts.  
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Many thanks to the Hospitality Committee who provided such a joyous part for the children and 
grandchildren of members. Pictures above show many of the children throughout the event. 
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The History, Tradition and Meaning of “the Levée”*  
  
The word levée (from the French noun use of infinitive lever, "rising," from Latin levāre, "to raise") 
originated in the Levée du Soleil (Rising of the Sun) of King Louis XIV (1643–1715). It was his 
custom for the king to receive his male subjects in his bedchamber just after arising, a practice 
that subsequently spread throughout Europe.   
  
In the 18th century, the levée in Great Britain and Ireland became a formal court reception given 
by the sovereign or his/her representative in the forenoon or early afternoon. In the New World 
colonies, the levée was held by the governor acting on behalf of the monarch. Only men were 
received at these events.  
  
It was in Canada that the levée became associated with New Year's Day. The fur traders had the 
tradition of paying their respects to the master of the fort (their government representative) on 
New Year's Day. This custom was adopted by the governor general and lieutenant governors for 
their levées. The first recorded levée in Canada was held on January 1, 1646, in the Chateau St. 
Louis by Charles Huault de Montmagny, Governor of New France from 1636 to 1648. In addition 
to wishing a happy new year to the citizens, the governor informed guests of significant events in 
France as well as the state of affairs within the colony. In turn, the settlers were expected to renew 
their pledges of allegiance to the Crown.   
  
The levée tradition was continued by British colonial 
governors in Canada and subsequently by both the 
governor general and lieutenant governors. It continues to 
the present day.   
  
As mentioned, the levée was historically a male preserve 
but during World War II levées were attended by female 
officers of the armed forces. Since then levées have been 
open to both women and men. Over the years, the levée 
has become almost solely a Canadian observance.   
  
Today, levées are the receptions (usually, but not 
necessarily, on New Year's Day) held by the governor 
general, the lieutenant governors of the provinces, the military and others, to mark the start of 
another year and to provide an opportunity for the public to pay their respects. Most levées may 
be attended by any citizen, including children. Attending the lieutenant governor's levée is an 
annual ritual for some families.   
  
Today, the levée has evolved from the earlier, more boisterous party into a more sedate and 
informal one. It is an occasion to call upon representatives of the monarch, military and municipal 
governments and to exchange New Year's greetings and best wishes for the new year, to renew 
old acquaintances and to meet new friends. It is also an opportunity to reflect upon the events of 
the past year and to welcome the opportunities of the New Year.   
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The province of Prince Edward Island 
maintains a more historical approach to 
celebrating levée day. On New Year's Day, all 
Legions and bars are opened and offer 
moose milk (eggnog and rum) from the early 
morning until the late night. Though there are 
still the formal receptions held at Government 
House and Province House, levée day is not 
only a formal event. It is something that 
attracts a large number of Islanders, which is 
quite unusual in comparison to the other 
provinces where it has gradually become 
more subdued. Prince Edward Island levées 
begin at 9 a.m.   
  
The historic town of Niagara-on-the-Lake  
(the first capital of Upper Canada) holds a levée complete with firing of a cannon at Navy Hall (a 
historic building close to Fort George). The levée is well attended by townspeople and visitors. 
Toasts are made to the Queen, "our beloved Canada," the Canadian Armed Forces, veterans, 
"our fallen comrades," as well as "our American friends and neighbours" (this final toast would not 
have been made two centuries ago, when the town was founded). Greetings are brought from all 
levels of government and it is a great community event.   
  
Some religious leaders, such as the Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Ontario, hold a levée on 
New Year's Day.   
  
As has the levée itself, refreshments served at levées have undergone changes (both in 
importance and variety) over the years. In colonial times, when the formalities of the levée had 
been completed, guests were treated to wine and cheeses from the homeland. Wines did not 
travel well during the long ocean voyage to Canada. To make the cloudy and somewhat sour wine 
more palatable it was heated with alcohol and spices. The concoction came to be known as le 
sang du caribou ("reindeer blood"). Under British colonial rule the wine in le sang du caribou was 
replaced with whisky (which travelled better). This was then mixed with goat's milk and flavoured 
with nutmeg and cinnamon to produce an Anglicized version called "moose milk," Today's 
versions of moose milk, in addition to whisky (or rum) and spices, may use a combination of 
eggnog and ice cream, as well as other alcoholic supplements. The exact recipes used by specific 
groups may be jealously guarded secrets.   
  
*Reprinted from the December 2013 edition of The Advance. 
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General Meetings 
 

All Members are welcome – and encouraged – to attend our monthly General Meetings. These 
are held at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of the month, except during the months of July and 

August, when we take a brief summer break.  
 

The next General Meeting is January 16, 2018.  
 

 

Executive Branch Officers 2017-2019 
Bert Boehme President 613-825-4146 nandaboehm@sympatico.ca 
Ed Schelenz Immediate Past President, 

Honours and Awards 
613-843-1088 edschelenz@rogers.com 

Stéphane Guy 1st Vice-President 613-797-7021 stguy35@hotmail.com 
Ernie Hughes 2nd Past President, Long 

Range Planning 
613-825-2496 majorefhughes@rogers.com 

Tom Lamb  3rd Vice-President 613-825-4957  w_tom_lamb@sympatico.ca 
Martha Walsh Recording Secretary 613-523-3798 martha@ckcufm.com 
Kathy Johnston Constitution and Laws, Office 

Administrator  
613-828-2314 weasle1@rogers.com 

Jim Duff Treasurer 613-825-4086  rcl641.treas@hotmail.com 
Serge Peters  Sergeant at Arms  613-558-2380  641rclsergeant@gmail.com 
David Cole Chairman 613-858-3845  dm58.cole@gmail.com 
Ray Desjardins  Chaplain/Hospital Visits  613-825-2318 rayd.641@sympatico.ca 
    

Other Members of the Executive Committee 2017-2019 
Kevin Whale Bar Officer 613-581-3828 
Dwayne Hordij Branch Historian 613-793-0123 
Chantale Bolt Bursary, Youth Education  613-608-2438 
Amanda Fuchs Cadets and Scouts 613-496-0282 
Gus Este  Community Liaison  613-825-1168 
Angele Guy Hospitality  613-797-7029 
Danny Desmarais Finance 613-823-5439 
Debbie Conley  Grants and Assistance 613-823-1138 
Tom Lamb Housing 613-825-4957 
Bill Hillier Legion Seniors  613-422-8375 
David St Amand Membership Chairman  613-825-7310 
Stéphane Guy  Poppy Chairman 613-797-7021 
Ross Stephen Poppy Trust Fund 613-825-4108 
Debi Sereda Public Relations Officer/Bulletin Editor 613-823-1716  
Scott Helman Special Ambassador 613-298-4083 
Jackie Fuchs  Sports/Track and Field Chairman 613-496-0282 
Victor Chan Veterans Service, Branch Service Officer, Training 

and Organization Development  
613-825-8269 

Angele Guy Scrapbook Editor 613-797-7029 
Vacant  Ways and Means  
Angele Guy  Entertainment and Special Events     613-797-7029 
 
Executive Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the first Monday of each month. 
General Meetings are held every third Tuesday at 7 p.m. from September to June.  
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Dec 24, 2017 Draw 
Winner – Alex MacLeod 

Won 20% weekly sales $188.00  
Card selected #49  

Jackpot now at 
$6,736.50 

Plus 30% Weekly Sales 
Next draw – December 31. 
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November 11 Remembrance Day Ceremony 
 
In spite of the cold, a record number of people 
Came out to participate in and watch the  
Parade and ceremony. 
 
Thanks to Nina Guy for the photos. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Notes from the Editor 
Debi Sereda 
 
I wish all our members a very Merry Christmas. Enjoy time spent with family and  
friends over the holidays and let’s all ring in a happy and healthy 2018 on  
December 31! 
 
Please make sure to join us for the President’s Levée at 11 a.m. on January 1. For more 
information on the Levée, please see the article on pages 14 and 15. 
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 
 


