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Comrades All: 
  

This month our friend and  
Comrade Bill Humphries passed  
away and I send my condolences  
on behalf of all Comrades at  
Branch 641, to Lena, his family  
and friends. We will be holding  
a service for Bill at the Branch  
on Saturday, February 11, 2017. More information 
on the service will be distributed to all when  
available. 
 
We ended last year with a fantastic New Year’s 
Eve Party, and started the New Year with the 
President’s Levée. Both events were well attended 
and were successful due to the hard work of our 
2nd VP/Hospitality & Entertainment Chair Darrell 
Bartraw and his volunteers. 
 
A reminder to all our comrades that our Branch not 
only knows how to throw a good party but also how 
to support our community. Through the fundraising 
efforts of our volunteers, throughout the calendar 
year of 2016, we donated a total of $95,614 to our 
community, from funds raised from the Poppy 
Campaign, the charity Bingo and our Nevada 
draws. Though our emphasis is on Veterans, we 
supported a wide-range of groups and causes, 
including our youth with the Cadets and Scouts, 
Veterans at the Perley and Rideau Veterans Health 
Centre Foundation, our hospitals, including the 
Queensway Carleton Hospital, CHEO, Rogers 
House and the Ottawa Hospital Foundation. More 
donations went to the Barrhaven Food Cupboard, 
student bursaries, Homeless Veterans’ Programme 
and many others. Thank you to all our volunteers in 
making these donations to our community possible. 
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23/06/2016 

Ed Schelenz 

This and all past issues of The Advance can be viewed at: http://www.rcl641.ca/advance.html 

If you are retired, or not, and have some extra time 
to donate, please volunteer. If you have a skill that 
you think we can put to use, or if you are interested 
in cleaning, bartending, helping out as a handyman 
or helping our Hospitality group, please let me 
know and I will help you get started. We are 
currently looking for some volunteers to form 
another team of four to assist with running the 
charity bingo at Bingoland South. If you are 
interested in volunteering some time, please see 
me for further information. 
 
Our AGM and elections will be held on April 18. A 
great turn out will be appreciated by all those 
Comrades who plan to run for the Executive. If you 
are interested in running for a position on the 
Executive, the nominations will open at our next 
General Meeting February 21. Our appointed 
Nomination Chairman for this election is Comrade 
Dwayne Hordij, assisted by Comrade Terry 
Claessen, Thank you to both for volunteering. 
 
We started off our New Year right by donating 
$10,000 to the Queensway Carleton Hospital 
Foundation – Acute Care for the Elderly, and more 
donations are scheduled for next month. 
 
If you haven’t renewed your Membership, 
please do it now. 
 
Enjoy your Legion.  
 
Keep volunteering. 
 
Ed Schelenz, CD 
President, RCL Barrhaven Br. 641 
 
Home: 613-843-1088 
begin_of_the_skype_highlighting 
end_of_the_skype_highlighting 
Cell: 613-371-6634 
begin_of_the_skype_highlighting  
 
Volunteers & Teamwork  
Get it done! 

 
 



 
 

 

  
The ADVANCE                Page 2 

Royal Canadian Legion – Barrhaven Branch 641 
 

www. rcl641.ca 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

I Will Remember Him 
 

I am writing this article just after having informed the 
Branch of the passing of Comrade William (Bill) 
Humphries, a Founding Member and a Life Member 
of the Branch. I have been Bill’s friend for over 20 
years and have been with him, Lena, and his family 
as it became painfully clear that he was not going to 
recover from his last operation for bowel cancer. 
 
Although I am sad that he is no longer with us, I am 
very aware of his love of God which carried him 
through this last stage of his life with great confidence 
and assurance of his salvation. I can say to you 
without hesitation that he was welcoming his death. 
He told me clearly that he was tired and it was his 
time. Bill was a believer and therefore confident of 
Eternal Life. We spoke often of God and Jesus Christ 
and what that meant to him. They were good times.  
He also was an ordained Presbyterian deacon.  He 
made me promise that I would do his Legion Service 
– a promise that, God-willing, I will be honoured to 
keep.  
 

We often talk at the Branch of the passing of our 
“greatest generation” the WWII and Korea 
Veterans. This reminds us that time is truly 
moving on. It won’t be too many years that it will 
be difficult for us to find a WWII Veteran who is 
able to be with us to honour. Maybe since this is 
Canada’s 150th birthday year, we might use it by 
coming up with a special event, an honour or 
award or special commemoration that will make 
all who live in Barrhaven not only aware but 
unable to ever forget them. Surely with 600+ 
Members, we are be able to come up with a 
special event or location that lives forever as a 
reminder of who and what they did and why we 
must never forget them in perpetuity. Comrades 
the time is now. Let’s do something so that the 
residents of Barrhaven will not ever be able to 
forget because it will constantly be “in their face.” 
Can we meet the challenge? Is Branch 641 able? 
 
In closing, it is still too early to determine the 
arrangements for our Legion Service for Bill, a 
Celebration of Life, by his church and internment, 
although we are obviously engaged in the 
process. The tentative date is February 11/17 – 
details to follow. 
 
God bless you all 
 
R.E. (Ray) Desjardins 
Chaplain 
 

 

REFLECTIONS 
 
December 2016 

Ray Desjardins 



 
 

 

  
The ADVANCE                Page 3 

Royal Canadian Legion – Barrhaven Branch 641 
 

www. rcl641.ca 
 

 
 
 
 

Last Post 

We Will Remember Them 
 

William (Bill) Humphries 
The Executive of Branch 641 sends sincere condolences to the family of 
Comrade Bill Humphries who passed away on January 12, 2017.  
 
Bill is survived by his wife Lena and children Diane, Susan and Les.  
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Happy New Year! 
 
More than 100 Members and guests filled Valour Hall to ring-in the New Year on December 31 – it 
was a sold-out event! Our amazing Hospitality Committee once again outdid themselves with the 
beautiful room set up and decorations. Our bartenders made sure everyone’s glasses were filled 
throughout the night. Lolachers served a delicious four-course dinner – soup, salad, tender and 
juicy roast beef and their signature baked Alaska was served for dessert.  
 
The Rockphiles provided the music for the night and the dance floor was packed from start to 
finish. 
 
Thanks to everyone who joined in the festivities, as well as everyone who made the evening 
another huge success for the Branch.  
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The President’s Levée 
 
President Ed Schelenz and the Branch Executive welcomed Members and guests to the Levée 
throughout the day on January 1. This traditional event wouldn’t be the same without the legendary 
moose milk which was served and enjoyed by everyone. Some people were disappointed when 
they came later in the day and found out we had run out of moose milk … � 
 
Once again, our Hospitality Volunteers and our bartenders did an amazing job of setting up the 
food and beverages and everyone had a wonderful time. 
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News from the January General Meeting  
 
 
 
 
 
 

President Ed Schelenz and First VP Bert Boehme presented Kara 
Bowles, Fund Development Associate with the Queensway Carleton 
Hospital Acute Care Unit, with a cheque for $10,000. 

 

President Ed Schelenz 
and Past President Ernie 
Hughes presented 
Patrick Creppin with the 
Canada 150 Medal for 
his longstanding support 
of our Branch.  

 

President Ed Schelenz and Past President Ernie 
Hughes presented Ellie Schelenz, Danny Desmarais 
and other Bingo volunteers (not present were 
Monique Desmarais, Joyce Barr, Cathy Pearen, Don 
Phair and Diane Craig) with certificates of merit for 
their volunteerism which has raised $75,000 for the 
Branch since 2014. These funds have helped us 
support people in need in our community. 

 

President Ed Schelenz and Past President Ernie 
Hughes presented bartenders Sharron McCarthy, Dave 
St Amand, Sheila Sielatycki and Roger Bureau with 
certificates of merit for “exemplary and long-term 
service.” 

 

President Ed Schelenz and Past President Ernie Hughes 
presented Treasurer Jim Duff with a certificate of merit for 
his outstanding, long-term volunteerism. 
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Line Dancing 
Come on down and join in the 

fun. Classes run from 

 1-2 p.m. 
 

 

 
Ten Things I know About You 
 

1. You are reading this. 
2. You are human. 
3. You can’t say the letter “P” without separating your 

lips. 
4. You just attempted to do it. 
6. You are laughing at yourself. 
7. You have a smile on your face and you skipped No. 

5. 
8. You just checked to see if there is a No. 5. 
9. You laugh at this because you are a fun-loving 

person & everyone does it too. 
10. You are probably going to send this to see who else 

falls for it. 
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Executive Branch Officers 2015-2017 
 
Ed Schelenz President 613-843-1088 edschelenz@rogers.com 
Ernie Hughes Immediate Past President 613-825-2496 majorefhughes@rogers.com 
Bert Boehme 1st Vice-President 613-825-4146 nandaboehm@sympatico.ca 
Darrell Bartraw 2nd Vice-President 613-825-8886 ucanemaildbart@gmail.com 
Chris Fuchs  3rd Vice-President 613-496-0282  chrisfuch54@gmail.com 
Kathy Johnston Secretary 613-828-2314 weasle1@rogers.com 
Jim Duff Treasurer 613-825-4086  rcl641@hotmail.com 
Ross Stephen  Sergeant at Arms  613 825-4106  ross4755@gmail.com 
David Lee Chairman 613-601-4087  dang.lee@bell.net 
Ray Desjardins   Chaplain/Hospital Visits 

Chairman 
613-825-2318 rayd.641@sympatico.ca 

    

Other Members of the Executive Committee 2015-2017 
 

Victor Chan Veterans Service Officer 613-825-8269 
Sharon Wilson  Poppy Chairman 613-825-6279 
Debbie Conley   Grants and Assistance 613-823-1138 
David St Amand Membership Chairman   613-825-7310 
Debi Sereda Public Relations Officer 613-825-4118  
Bill Hillier Legion Seniors  613-422-8375 
Tom Lamb    Housing 613-825-4957 
Jackie Fuchs   Sports/Track and Field Chairman 613-496-0282 
Stéphane Guy   Ways & Means Chairman   613-797-7021 
Chantale Brais Youth Education/Bursary    613-608-2438 
Gus Este   Community Liaison and Branch Historian   613-825-1168 
Scott Helman Special Ambassador 613-825-0039 

 
 

 

Executive Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the first Monday of each month.  
 
General Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each month.  
 

 

 
General Meetings 

 
All Members are welcome – and encouraged – to attend the monthly 
General Meetings. These are held at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of 

the month. The next meeting is February 21, 2017. 
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BRAVO ZULU to The Bingo and Pub Night Branch 641 Volunteers 
By Victor W S Chan LCdr (ret’d) CD, KStG 
 
Anyone who can embrace the nasty side of a Canadian Winter and/or who can battle 
the flu season, must have a special type of super-human resolve. This is especially so 
of the Branch 641 volunteers who took on the snow and early freezing weather we had 
on January 4, 2017, Bingo Night at the Perley Rideau and those who were able to come 
out after the thaws just before the January 18, 2017 for the Pub Night at the Perley 
Rideau. 
 
Seven Volunteers from Branch 641 braved the elements to give a few hours of their 
time when it was our turn to host Bingo Night. The flu and a few casualties of the icy 
conditions from the falls/slips on icy patches took a toll and reduced our numbers to 
seven. Our Branch 641 Volunteers joined forces with Zone G5 Perley Rideau reps from 
Eastview Branch, Orleans Branch, and Russ, head of the Perley Rideau Rec Group and 
his team as we helped our veteran residents enjoy the evening. The Veterans who were 
allowed to attend the Bingo enjoyed the prizes and the games.  We were informed that 
two wings in the Perley Rideau where on lock-down because of the flu and did not want 
the flu spreading to others within the complex. 
 
Pub Night was especially rocking as Veterans and others danced in their chairs and/or 
sang to “old time tunes” from WWI/WWII to current updated songs, courtesy of the 
Barrhaven Fiddleheads. When you looked into their faces, you could see that special 
spark and twinkle in the eyes of the Perley Rideau Veterans as they heard and listened 
to a piece of music that brought back a memory or a moment from the past when limbs 
were strong and there was more future than past. The Pub area overflowed into the 
dining hall, with residents listening to the music. As with the Bingo night, two wings were 
also in lockdown that night, because of the flu, still it was a great turn out. 
 
One of the band members commented that playing at the Perley Rideau again is a 
privilege when they see reflection and appreciation in the eyes of their audience. As one 
of the Branch 641 volunteers, I, too, am glad to have a hand in bringing a moment of 
happiness to our Veterans and honoured to have been allowed a brief peak into their 
lives. That privilege alone is worth more than the few hours it took to organize the 
events, pick up supplies, and volunteer at the events. 
 
My thanks and appreciation to those who signed up to volunteer for either evenings and 
were thwarted by circumstances – your efforts and good thoughts helped in spirit.  To 
those, who braved or survived the elements, “BRAVO ZULU,” in unleashing your inner 
Superman and for sharing your time.  It means a lot to our Veterans and residents at the 
Perley Rideau.  To those who may want to join us in volunteering at the Perley Rideau, 
remember, we get to do this all again next January 2018. 
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Zone B5 Dart Tournament – January 14, 2017 
 
Our Branch hosted this event and it was a packed event! What a fantastic day for players, 
Members and guests. Thanks to Jackie Fuchs, our Sports Chair, all our volunteers who spent 
many hours organizing, setting up, cooking, serving and cleaning up as well as our bartenders who 
were kept on their toes throughout the day. Moving forward is Dwayne Hordij, who finished second 
in men’s singles (pictured below left with Jackie Fuchs). 
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Donations 

Comrade Gus Este has kindly donated a collection of dress shirts and short sleeve shirts to 
the Branch. They have been professionally laundered and are hanging on the coat rack 
inside the front door at the Branch. If you need any of these items, a small donation to the 
Building Fund can be left in the collection box, also situated near the entrance door. 

Donations of Legion jackets and shirts are hanging on the coat rack beside the washrooms. 
Again, in return, a donation can be made to the Building Fund. 

 

Membership Update 
 
Your 2016 Membership expires at the end of January 2017. To remain a Member in good 
standing, please renew your Membership with any bartender. You can also mail your renewal 
to the Branch and I will send your new card to you in the mail. 
 
As you may know, we have surpassed the 600 Member mark. We now have 604 Members 
with an additional seven Members awaiting initiation. What concerns me is that there are still 
150 Members who have not yet renewed. 
 
For those of you who are waiting for a card to arrive, please be patient. I will advise everyone 
by email when the cards arrive and are ready for pickup at the bar. On that note, there are 
dozens of Membership cards in the box behind the bar that need to be picked up. If you 
would like your card laminated, you need to sign it and leave it with the bartender. 
 
Did you know that you can prepay your Membership for up to three years in advance? Just 
pay the bartender who will annotate your receipt that it is a payment for the following year(s). 
 
David St Amand 
Br641 Membership Chair 
 

 

 

Notes from the Editor 
Debi Sereda 
 
Do you have any feedback, comments, suggestions on The Advance? Feel free  
to send me an email! 
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 
 


