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The Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon was held on April 15, 2018 to recognize the  
invaluable support provided by so many of our members. I would again like to thank  
all our volunteers who contribute so much to ensuring the success of our branch. It  
is because of you that we can and do make a positive difference in our community.  
THANK YOU ALL!!!  
 
In recognition of their support to their community and Legion, I would also like to acknowledge 
and congratulate a number of our members who were awarded the Ontario Volunteer Service 
Awards on April 15, 2018. For five years of outstanding support to their community, comrades 
Chris Bartraw, Angele Guy, Stephane Guy, Dwayne Hordij, and Sandra Maveety, and for 10 
years, comrade Ross Stephen were all recognized. 
 
Last month, the Zone Convention was held at the Eastview Legion Hall. Updates to various 
programs including the Homeless Veterans program (http://www.legion.ca/support-for-
veterans/homeless-veterans), Military Service Recognition Book 
(http://www.on.legion.ca/remembrance/military-service-recognition-book), Veterans Affairs 
Canada’s (https://www.canada.ca/en/veterans-affairs-canada.html) new policy that provides for 
education allowances and other topics were provided. I would encourage you to visit the 
Dominion and Provincial Command websites for more information on these and many other topics 
of interest. Of note, our branch's resolution to permit electronic voting by the Executive Committee 
was endorsed and will be moved forward to the District Convention to be held in Cornwall on the 
April 20-22, 2018.  
 
It is also worthy to note that total earnings by our Bingo volunteers since starting in 2014 is now 
over $120,000. What an achievement that we can all be proud about, especially the team, led by 
Comrade Ed Schelenz, who volunteers their time each and every week to raise these funds. Of 
note, and including funds raised through our lottery's and excluding Poppy Funds, our branch has 
donated over $44,000 to Veterans and our community this fiscal year alone. This is quite an 
accomplishment for our branch!!! 
 
We will be holding a Vimy Oak Tree Dedication Ceremony on May 7, 2018 at 10 a.m. at 
Claudette Cain Park adjacent to the Vimy Bridge to pay tribute to those who so bravely lost their 
lives during the Battle of Vimy Ridge. All are invited to attend. These oak trees are the legacy of 
Lieutenant Leslie H. Miller, a soldier with the Canadian Expeditionary Force (1914-1919), who 
sent acorns home to Canada that he had gathered up after the Battle of Vimy Ridge, April 1917. 
His story can be found at this link https://vimyoakslegacy.ca/en/vimy-oaks-soldier/.  
 
As always, there are many entertainment events planned for the coming months. I would 
encourage you all to come out and enjoy your Legion. 
 
Bert Boehme, President 
Supporting Veterans and Community  
 
 

The President’s Message  

Bert Boehme 

This and all past issues of The Advance can be viewed at: http://www.rcl641.ca/advance.html 
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Well, we did Spring Forward and gained an extra hour of daylight and  
Spring has arrived according to the calendar. Why is it then that we’ve  
had howling winds, freezing temperatures, snow, freezing rain and every  
combination of the above for the past few weeks? Who knows, certainly not the weather 
forecasters. They are wrong most of the time with their educated guesses! What a job! You 
can be wrong most of the time and still get paid (it wasn’t too long ago that you would have 
been fired). 
 
Now you can see why our Creator God ordered the seasons and just as He has established 
– Spring will come (it always has followed Winter since the beginning of time). Perhaps we 
should be thinking more about the real significant of this time of year when we as Christians 
celebrate the Passion of God’s only Son, Jesus Christ, who was scourged under Pontius 
Pilate, crucified on a cross at Calvary, died and was raised from the dead and lives forever. 
He left His Holy Spirit to be with his followers when he ascended and said they would do 
works greater even then than He did during His three-year earthly mission 
 
I know what everyone’s first question is, why did he do that? The simple answer is because 
we had fallen from grace in the Garden of Eden and became sinners. Almighty God could 
have left us in that state except that as a loving God He found the only way to bring us back 
to Himself was by sacrificing His only Son, Jesus Christ, as an offering to take on the sins of 
the world on his shoulders to bring us back into a state of grace with God. Although that 
sacrifice was a “free” gift of unconditional love, you still must accept it on a personal level to 
be saved. You have to believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, that He died for your sins, 
and then repent and accept Him as your personal Saviour. He will accept your confession, 
wash your sins away (even forget them in the 
process) and grant you Eternal Life. That is the 
only way as Christ said “no man cometh unto 
the Father (God) but by me.” So, this Spring, as 
you watch His glory unfold in the beauty of 
nature, maybe you can give some thought as to 
where you stand. 
 
God Bless. 
 
R.E. (Ray) Desjardins 
Branch 641 Chaplain 

 

REFLECTIONS   
April 2018  
 

Ray Desjardins 
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Highlights of Reports from Chairs for the Month of April Meetings  
 
Grants and Assistance 
 
We donated $700 to the South Nepean Satellite Community Health Centre to continue the 
successful Winter-Fit Project for seniors and people with disabilities in collaboration with LiquidGym 
in Bells Corners. They have more participants interested in joining from Barrhaven  
 
Club House Rules 
These were amended at our February General meeting and are posted in the Club House. 
 
Any person not complying with these Clubhouse Rules will be subject to disciplinary action. For the 
purpose of this document, “person” is defined as a member, guest of member, volunteer staff, hall 
renters, member of the public and any other person using the clubhouse facilities. “Member” is 
defined as a branch member in good standing. 
 
#5. Of Club House Rules – Human Rights 
 
This branch fully supports the provision of a non-harassment and fully inclusive environment. No 
person (including any employee of The Royal Canadian Legion, Ontario Command) shall be 
discriminated against based on the following grounds: Race, ancestry, place of origin, colour, ethnic 
origin, citizenship, creed (religion), sex, sexual orientation, age, record of offenses (in employment), 
marital status, family status (being in a parent child relationship), receipt of public assistance 
(housing) and mental or physical handicap. 
 
Ontario Command of The Royal Canadian Legion will not tolerate any violation of the Human Rights 
Code of the Province of Ontario. All complaints and violations will be investigated thoroughly and any 
necessary disciplinary action will be taken when warranted. The duty bartender is responsible for 
entering any infractions of this nature into the incident book when they notice an offence, or when a 
person using the facilities brings an offence to their attention.  
     
Poppy Trust Fund  
 
Poppy Trust Fund expenditures from the Poppy Trust Fund from September 1, 2017 to April 13, 
2018 of this year were as follows: 
 
• Poppy campaign expenses of $9,727.02 included the purchase of poppies, pins, cash counting 

supplies, transporting and feeding the cadets, etc. 
• Bursaries totalling $3,500 were approved for seven students  
• Christmas gifts for Veterans totalled $3,661.20 
• $2,000 was given to each of the three cadet corps we support, for a total donation of $6,000 
• $1,995 supported the Youth Education Poster and Essay contests from our local students, 

including prize monies awarded 
• $1,902.58 was contributed to Zone G5, representing our contribution to Zone for Youth Education  
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• and Veterans’ comforts 
• $421.47 was paid to cover expenses incurred by the Poppy Trust Fund, such as buying stamps, 

cheque books, deposit books etc. 
 

Our current balance as of April 13, 2018 is $67,467.09 
 
Budget for this year’s donations from the Poppy Trust Fund: 
 
$5,000 for Homeless Veterans 
$2,000 for Canadian Association for Disabled Skiing 
$5,000 for National Capital Family Resource Centre (NCFRC) 
$8,000 for Queensway Carleton Hospital for an Omni Retractor 
$5,000 for Operation Stress Injuries Clinic Royal Ottawa Hospital 
$10,000 for Rideau Perley Veterans Centre 
$2,000 for Socks for the Homeless 
 
Total $37,000    
 
Poppy Trust Fund Donation approved in March 
 
$10,000 from our Poppy Trust Fund was donated to the Queensway Carleton Hospital Foundation 
for their Acute Care for the Elderly wing at the hospital.  
 
Membership Update as of February 19, 2018 – David St. Amand Membership Chair 
 
The online method worked well for some, and not so well for others. There was a problem with credit 
card processing which frustrated most attempts. Some who tried unsuccessfully just gave up and did 
not renew. I assisted where possible, intervening with Dominion Command to get it right. 
 
As stated previously, anyone who had not renewed by February 1 has bee removed from the active 
list and is no longer a member in good standing.  
 
Transfers in Since February 
 Sharon Sanford    Br 593 
 William Seymour    Br 1-160 BC 

 Jimmie Oliver  Associate Br 480 
 Jan Kent   Ordinary Br 593 

 Lillian Kent   Ordinary Br 593 
 Lynn Kent   Ordinary Br 593 
 John Campbell  Ordinary Br 593 
 John Goudie   Affiliate Br 462 
 
New members Since February   Jason MacDonald  Jenny Readhead 

     Sheila Gervais  Sue Rowland 
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Transfers out Paul Wiseman  Br 02-271 Feb 16, 2018 
 Michelle Wiseman  Br 02-271 Feb 16, 2018 
 Ken Downton  Br 05-351 Feb 16, 2018 
 
We have a total of 571 members: 
 
Affiliate 173 
Associate 181 
Ordinary 210 
Life     7 

 
We continue to receive applications for new membership at a steady rate. Our renewal rate is ahead 
of other branches in our zone. 
 
Branch/Veteran Service Officer Report – Victor Chan 
 
Since my February 2018 report to Branch 641, VSO had four new queries for assistance. The 
cumulative numbers since my last report total 13 military and two RCMP veteran members of Branch 
641, along with two persons from outside the Barrhaven area who are not members of the Branch at 
this time. No name or pack drill. 
 
VSO organized the Branch 641 sponsored Pub Night held Wednesday, January 17 as part of the 
branch’s commitment towards the Zone G5 2018 Pub Nights at the Perley-Rideau. We had 12 
volunteer names on the sign-up sheets, with eight of those able to attend and participate on Pub 
Night. Although two wings at the Perley-Rideau where closed down due to the flu, those who were 
able to participate at our January Pub Night date expanded into the common Dining room. The 
Barrhaven Fiddleheads, once again, volunteered their musical talents for the evening. The music by 
the Barrhaven Fiddleheads has made a positive impact on residents of Perley-Rideau. The residents 
were eager enough to hear the fiddlers that they started to line up outside the Pub in advance of the 
scheduled start time, leaving us hard-pressed to complete set-up before the Br 641 Pub Night event 
commenced.  
 
There has been some progress on a few issues with VAC since the Trudeau government assumed 
office in November 2015. These include fulfilling the promise of reopening nine service offices across 
Canada, and the April 2017 hiring of 187 new case officers to help reduce the workload ratio from 
40:1 to 33:1. The current VA Minister, the Honorable Seamus O’Regan, is looking at finding ways to 
reduce wait times for veterans requesting disability benefits. Although the norm is around four 
months, VAC has not been meeting that time. In an interview with Susan Delacourt, Honorable 
Seamus O’Regan said that, “You have to meet people halfway and to listen to what people have to 
say. There are a lot of people out there who feel that they have not genuinely been listened to. They 
deserve that respect.”  
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Entertainment/Hospitality – Angele Guy  
 
On February 18, 2018 we held a Chilli Contest and Silent Auction to help raise funds to purchase a 
dishwasher. We raised approximately $1,380. On April 13, 2018, we had our Medieval Theme Night.  
Sixty people came including eight knights and squires and everyone enjoyed the evening with good 
food, a show and music. (See page 15 for photos from this event.) On April 15, 2018, we had our 
Volunteer Appreciation BBQ. Fifty volunteers attended. 
 
Scrapbook 
 
Our submission placed second at the Provincial level. (Editor’s Note: Congratulations Angele Guy for 
all your hard work!) 

Honours/Awards & Special Recognition (HA&SR) Committee February 2018 – Ed Schelenz 

Comrade Ray Desjardins mentioned that with our large membership, there are probably many 
deserving members out there that deserved to be recognized for their contributions to our community 
not necessarily only to our branch. If you are aware of any of our members that you think deserve 
recognition please let any member of our committee know by providing the name and why you think 
they deserve recognition. 

 
The committee encourages all comrades to identify and provide a recommendation to the HA&SR 
committee of persons or organizations they feel are deserving of recognition. We ask that you look 
into the requirements for the award you are recommending and ensure that the member you are 
recommending meets those requirements. Please provide any recommendation in writing. Point form 
is acceptable. 
 
The following comrades were nominated for the “Ontario Volunteer Service Awards by the 
committee and submitted by Past President David Sereda. They received their award at a ceremony 
at Tudor Hall on Sunday, April 15, 2018. Congratulations and thank you for your generous 
volunteerism. 
 
Volunteer Award Date of Ceremony 
Chris Bartraw 5 Years Ottawa, April 15, 2018 
Angele Guy 5 Years Ottawa, April 15, 2018 
Stephane Guy 5 Years Ottawa, April 15, 2018 
Dwayne Hordij 5 Years Ottawa, April 15, 2018 
Sandra Maveety 5 Years Ottawa, April 15, 2018 
Ross Stephen 10 Years Ottawa, April 15, 201 

 
Community Visits – Gus Este 
 
Some Executive members of the Barrhaven Branch 641 attended a visit/tour of The Shepherds of 
Good Hope Facilities at 2 p.m., on January 27, 2018 
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We were greeted by Neil Leslie, Vice President, Shepherds of Good Hope Foundation and his 
associate. The Shepherds of Good Hope work is done in eight facilities in Ottawa; however, our visit 
was restricted to the Murray Street Location. Hope offers many life-giving programs and services to 
more than 1,600 men and women who come through their doors each day. Some come for a hot meal 
in the Soup Kitchen, some come for groceries to feed their families from our Grocery Program, some 
come for warm, dry clothing from our Clothing Program and some for a bed in one of our eight facilities 
across the city. The programs and services cater to the needs of the shelter, transitional housing and 
supportive living clients where they are at. Support Services is just as it sounds. It supports the 
operations of Shepherds of Good Hope by offering a Soup Kitchen that runs 365 days a year, a 
Grocery Program that offers assistance with emergency food supplies for families in the community, a  
Clothing Program for anyone who needs clothing, also an Evening Drop-In that provides, a safe, 
friendly environment where all clients can drop in for a bowl of soup, a hot drink, sandwich, or to share  
friendship. Hope also offers safe shelters for both men and women. We look forward to receiving a 
wish list in response to our visit/tour.  
 
Next, we received an invitation from Jim Orban, President and CEO of the Ottawa Heart Foundation 
to visit them on March 21, 2018 at 3 p.m. This enabled us to see the renovations that were nearly 
complete, as a matter of fact, the politicians of all stripes were given the same tour the following day.  

 
Pictured left to right at the March 21 tour: David Rattray, Victor Chan, Ernie Hughes, David Lee, Bert Boehme, 
Angele Guy, Stephane Guy, Gus Este (front), Jim Orban, Gavin Leishman 



 
 

 

  
The ADVANCE                   Page 8 

Royal Canadian Legion – Barrhaven Branch 641 
 

www. rcl641.ca 
 

  
 
 
 
We had the largest response to-date for this type of visit/tour, with 11 members and one guest on 
board. But we unfortunately had to drop two, one due to pneumonia and a second one with flu-like 
symptoms. 
  
It certainly was an amazing tour, everything was so bright and shining and the displays of technology 
was mind-blowing, especially the surgical robot. It is absolutely fantastic what can be done. This is 
very world-class in every sense, and no wonder that surgeons, medical technologists and experts 
from around the world jump at the opportunity to come to Ottawa to learn and to contribute. 
  
We presented a cheque for $10,000 to Jim Orban at the April 2 Executive Meeting. This amount was 
matched by an anonymous donor for a total donation of $20,000.  
 

“Gus, thank you for your warm greeting at your meeting last evening, and please pass along 
the deep appreciation from all of us at Heart Institute to the Barrhaven Legion for the 
generous gift and support.  Your continued support has helped us make a difference for heart 
patients in our community.  All the very best!  Jim    
 
Jim Orban 
President and CEO | Président et directeur general”  

 
 
 

Stephane Guy, Branch 641 1st VP, presented Jim Orban, President and CEO, University of Ottawa Heart 
Institute Foundation, with a cheque for $10,000. Pictured left to right are Kathy Johnston, Office 
Administrator, Stephane Guy, Jim Orban, Gus Este, Branch 641 Community Liaison. 

 
Gus Este, Community Liaison 
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Annual Community Networking Breakfast for Charity – Gus Este 
  
This is the 14th anniversary of this very special event, which has proudly raised almost $55,000 for 
local and international charitable organizations. The select charity this year is the Ottawa Heart 
Institute. It is likely that some of us, or our family members, may require the services rendered 
there.    
  
As partners since the beginning, we the members of the Royal Canadian Legion, Barrhaven Branch 
641 have been proud to be involved as partners to this very special event from the beginning. 

Pre/Post Event Recognition of Partners: 
• Business Name and web link on the event Facebook page 
• Recognition on event partner websites and through social media promotion 
 
At the Event 
• Logo recognition in program 
• Opportunity to provide promotional materials at a general information table 
• Company recognition by Master of Ceremonies 
  
Organizing Partners: Barrhaven Business Improvement Area, Barrhaven Lions Club, Barrhaven 
Legion Branch 641, South Nepean Rotary Club, West Ottawa Board of Trade. 
 
 

 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS – May 2018 
 

May 5 – Cleaning the Capital – please contact Nancy Rule (nancys.rule@gmail.com) 
if you are able to attend and support this community initiative. We will meet at the 
Barrhaven Legion at 10 a.m.  
 
May 7 – Vimy Oak Tree Dedication Ceremony is planned for Monday, May 7, 
2018 at 10 a.m. to be held at Claudette Cain Park, adjacent to Vimy Bridge. This is a 
joint Manotick and Barrhaven Legion event. Guests are invited back to the Manotick 
Legion for refreshments following the dedication. Everyone is welcome to attend and 
participate in this event. 
 
May 13 – Mothers’ Day Brunch – $10 for adults, $7 for children under 10 – reserve 
tickets by calling the Branch at 613-843-8691 
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Military Service Recognition Book 
 
Recognize our Veterans 
 
As the “Keepers of Remembrance,” Ontario Command is proud to publish an annual 
Military Service Recognition Book to identify and recognize many of our Veterans in 
Ontario, who have either served or are still serving in our Canadian Armed Forces, the 
Commonwealth or Allied Forces. 
 
Everyone is welcome to submit a story, including Veterans, relatives or friends. We 
invite you to submit a story and photo of a Veteran using this fillable submission form 
and send this to Debi Sereda. Click here to download a fact sheet.  
 
 

National Updates from The Royal Canadian Legion 
 

Click here to read the latest Legion updates. 
 

 
 
 

National Memorial Ride 
Honouring Canada’s Fallen Veterans 

Sunday, June 3 in Ottawa 
 

Ride to Remember Those Who Sacrificed 

The National Memorial Ride is an event that brings together motorcycle enthusiasts and supporters 
to remember and commemorate Canada’s Fallen Veterans. Held annually on the first Sunday in 
June, riders join a motorcycle procession through Ottawa to the National Military Cemetery at 
Beechwood, where they participate in a Service of Remembrance and wreath laying ceremony to 
commemorate Canada’s Fallen military servicemen and women. This event offers a unique 
opportunity for riders to share their pride in Canada’s Veterans and honour those who served their 
country. For more information, please go to their website. 
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April 22, 2018 Draw 
 

The Ace of Spades was 
FOUND! 

 
Congratulations to Victor Chan  

who won $526 
Selected Card No. 8 

 

 
For more information, please email our rental 
manager at rcl641hallrental@gmail.com or 
call the branch at 613-843-8691 
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General Meetings 
 

All Members are welcome – and encouraged – to attend our monthly General Meetings. These 
are held at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of the month, except during the months of July and 

August, when we take a brief summer break.  
 

The next General Meeting is May 15, 2018.  
 

 

Executive Branch Officers 2017-2019 
Bert Boehme President 613-825-4146 nandaboehm@sympatico.ca 
Ed Schelenz Immediate Past President, 

Honours and Awards 
613-843-1088 edschelenz@rogers.com 

Stéphane Guy 1st Vice-President 613-797-7021 stguy35@hotmail.com 
Ernie Hughes 2nd Past President, Long 

Range Planning 
613-825-2496 majorefhughes@rogers.com 

Tom Lamb  3rd Vice-President 613-825-4957  w_tom_lamb@sympatico.ca 
Martha Walsh Recording Secretary 613-523-3798 martha@ckcufm.com 
Kathy Johnston Constitution and Laws, Office 

Administrator  
613-828-2314 weasle1@rogers.com 

Jim Duff Treasurer 613-825-4086  rcl641.treas@hotmail.com 
Serge Peters  Sergeant at Arms  613-558-2380  641rclsergeant@gmail.com 
David Cole Chairman 613-858-3845  dm58.cole@gmail.com 
Ray Desjardins  Chaplain/Hospital Visits  613-825-2318 rayd.641@sympatico.ca 
    

Other Members of the Executive Committee 2017-2019 
Kevin Whale Bar Officer 613-581-3828 
Dwayne Hordij Branch Historian 613-793-0123 
Chantale Bolt Bursary, Youth Education  613-608-2438 
Amanda Fuchs Cadets and Scouts 613-496-0282 
Gus Este  Community Liaison  613-825-1168 
Angele Guy Hospitality  613-797-7029 
Danny Desmarais Finance 613-823-5439 
Debbie Conley  Grants and Assistance 613-823-1138 
Tom Lamb Housing 613-825-4957 
Bill Hillier Legion Seniors  613-422-8375 
David St Amand Membership Chairman  613-825-7310 
Stéphane Guy  Poppy Chairman 613-797-7021 
Ross Stephen Poppy Trust Fund 613-825-4108 
Debi Sereda Public Relations Officer/Bulletin Editor 613-823-1716  
Scott Helman Special Ambassador 613-298-4083 
Jackie Fuchs  Sports/Track and Field Chairman 613-496-0282 
Victor Chan Veterans Service, Branch Service Officer, Training 

and Organization Development  
613-825-8269 

   Angele Guy Scrapbook Editor 613-797-7029 
Vacant  Ways and Means  
Angele Guy  Entertainment and Special Events     613-797-7029 
 
Executive Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the first Monday of each month. 
General Meetings are held every third Tuesday at 7 p.m. from September to June.  
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The Barrhaven Food Cupboard Welcomes Your Loblaws Gift Cards  
 

Help support the BFC by donating your $25 Loblaws Gift Card. A box is 
available at the branch. 
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Medieval Night Dinner 
 
On April 13, 60 loyal followers paid 
homage to King Bert and his Queen 
Alice at this much anticipated annual 
dinner. A wide array of costumes and 
decorations set the scene for this 
period event, and guests watched 
the knights do battle as maces and 
axes clashed. 
 
Thanks to our Hospitality Committee 
for all their hard work to plan and 
execute this fun evening! 
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Notes from the Editor 
Debi Sereda 
 
Spring has sprung and with it the excitement of finally getting out of the house and 
enjoying time with family and friends after a long and cold winter.  
 
Regardless of the weather or time of year, your Legion operates daily, solely through the unselfish 
efforts of our volunteers, without whom we wouldn’t be able to fulfill our mandate to support 
Veterans and their families and our community.  
 
If you can help in any way, please speak to one of our bartenders or any of our members.  
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 
 
PS Feedback on The Advance is always welcomed . . . and appreciated! 
 


