
which was a great great 
opportunity  to chat with many 
of our Vets. 

Our Past President, Gus Este, 
attended the Candlelight 
Ceremony at the Centrepointe 
Theatre  and took part in the 
ceremony in which the City of 
Ottawa honoured the family of 
Jerry Jodoin by naming a 
street after him. Gus brought 
back one of the street signs 
“Jerome Jodoin” which we 
have proudly displayed in the 
Branch for all to see. We will 
continue in our endeavours to 
have more streets named after 
our deceased Veterans. 

As I said at the beginning of 
this article, we have had a 
busy month and many 
successful events. All the 
success we have is due to the 
hard work of our volunteers. I 
can’t mention you all by name, 
but where would we be without 
our Hospitality team, our 
Poppy committee, our Colour 
Party, our cleaners, our 
bartenders,  our   housing   and  
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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Laurel Slattery.       
This scrapbook 
also went on to 
come in second 
in the Ontario   

ops group, and all those that 
step up when called upon. 
On behalf of the Executive 
and all our Members, thank 
you for your outstanding 
support of our Branch.  

Enjoy your Legion. Keep 
volunteering. 
Volunteers make it work! 

 Ed                                          
E.R. (Ed) Schelenz, CD 
Barrhaven Br. 641 
H - 613-843-1088   
C - 613-371-6634                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                          

What a great and busy month      
we had at our Branch. Our 
Remembrance Dinner and 
Remembrance Ceremony 
were both a success due to 
all the hard work of our many 
volunteers. Our Poppy 
Campaign saw a great turnout 
by our Members manning the 
stores, running our trap lines 
and looking after the schools. 
We had great support from 
the Cadets both from the 
2332 Maj Holland VC Royal 
Canadian Army Cadet Corps 
and the Royal Canadian Sea 
Cadets Corps Falkland. We 
are proud to have them 
support our campaign and in 
turn us support them. What a 
great bunch of young people! 

A group of our Executive 
Members attended the District 
“G” Fall convention, which 
was informative and at the 
same time gave us a chance 
to meet with some of our 
comrades from other Legions 
and hear what is going on in 
their area. At the convention, 
we were surprised to find out 
that Members from our Legion 
won several awards. I 
accepted the following 
rewards on behalf of our 
Legion and the Members 
responsible for winning them:           
*   The Carolyn McCaul 
Award (District) and the Leo 
Cunningham Memorial Award 
(Provincial) to Jon Klaus, in 
the Class C Bulletin Awards 
for editions of our newsletter 
The Advance. 

*  The Class C Scrapbook 
Award    for    the    District  to   

                                                                                         

 
 

BARRHAVEN LEGION BR 641                                          

CLEAN THE CAPITAL  PROJECT 

Provincial competition.  

Once again, we won the 
William McCarthy Award for 
the largest percentage 
increase in membership for 
a Branch of 200-599 
members under the 2011-12 
chairmanship of Linda 
Laframboise.  

Congratulations to all the 
winners.  

Our 1st VP and Poppy Chair, 
Dave Sereda, was able to 
attend a ceremony at 
Rideau Hall to participate in 
the first Poppy Presentation 
and I’m told it was a very 
impressive gathering. I had 
the opportunity to attend the 
Poppy Tea At the Perley-
Rideau  Health Care Centre 

The Barrhaven Community  
Concert Band 

Will hold a free Christmas Concert 
in the Branch 641 Clubhouse on:              
Tuesday Dec. 11th at 7:30 p.m.  

The band consists of 23 members 
and a conductor. 

 Pleases enjoy an evening of 
Christmas music 

A donation of non-perishable 
food for the Barrhaven Food- 
cupboard would be appreciated 

 

 

   On Saturday, October 13, a 
group of Legion members 
volunteered to join in the 
City of Ottawa’s program 
entitled “Clean the Capital. 

   Led by our own  chief 
volunteer, President Ed, they 
cleaned up both sides of 
Fallowfield Road which fronts 
our Branch Clubhouse. This is 
really a dirty job as they 
filled a truck with all kinds of 
stuff that you wouldn’t 
believe. 

   It’s efforts like these that 
are environmentally good for 
all of us and for the 
generations of Canadian to 
come. B.Z.! 
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it about that incredible birth, 
in a cattle stall, in a little 
obscure town named 
Bethlehem that suddenly 
makes us all happier, more 
compassionate, wanting to 
give and serve those less 
fortunate than ourselves?  
 Well, the simple 
truth of the matter is, it is 
historical fact.  The birth did 
take place when and where 
prophesied.  To believers it 
is the arrival of the Son of 
God and His ministry that 
led to the Cross at Calvary 
and the remission of our 
sins.  For others, it’s the 
story of the birth of a child 
and all that is joyous about 
the miracle of birth and 
helplessness of a baby that 
touches their hearts.  
Whatever it is, the Season 
is one of joy, happiness, 
and peace. Interesting, isn’t  

Reflections by Chaplain Ray Desjardins 

To our       
great God 
be the 
glory! 

Ray 

  

            As I write this 
article, it is just one 
month till Christmas Eve.  
I always find this time of 
t h e  y e a r  r a t h e r 
bewildering.  We are 
celebrating the birth of 
Jesus Christ and nearly 
half of the world will 
participate!?  Those who 
are not Christians and 
hold other religious 
beliefs or believe nothing 
at all, join in the 
c e l e b r a t i o n  a n d 
festivities.  World 
commerce practically 
ceases, the major stock 
markets are closed and 
just about everyone 
visits family, gives gifts 
and takes holidays.  
Have you, like me, ever 
wondered why?  What is  

 

In the trappings of 
a secular holiday we 
somehow forget that 
Jesus is the “reason for 
the season.”  It is His 
Birth that stops the world 
that brings love, joy and 
peace to the most 
troubled period of time in 
recorded history.  Please 
keep that in mind as you 
celebrate this year.  As a 
Christian, I wish you a 
very Blessed Christmas 
and pray that God’s 
Peace which passes all 
understanding, will be 
part of your experience.  
Have a safe and healthy 
holiday. 
y 

it that one of the names 
for Jesus is the Prince of 
Peace!  

 In the context of 
war, there were many 
stories during wartime 
surrounding strange, 
wondrous and some even 
s a y  m i r a c u l o u s 
happenings along front 
lines, in the trenches and 
other locations on 
Christmas Eve.  What is 
truly amazing is the 
primary focus of them all 
was on PEACE.  As we 
once again look forward 
to celebrating the birth of 
the Christ child may we 
again take the time to 
give thanks that we live in 
Canada, that we have the 
right by law to worship 
according to our own 
belief system and that 
these things were bought 
and paid for by by the 
sacrifice of many.   

FIDDLEHEADS GET A NEW MEMBER 

On their regular Tuesday night performance, the                                                                                        
bartender noticed a new fiddler trying out for the                                                                                            
group.  He looked familiar but I don’t know if he                                                                                              
was able to meet their standards.  He sure 
looked    as happy as the rest of them to be at 
our Legion.                                                                                                                                                       
Fast Eddy  The Bartender 

 

This year, our President Comrade Ed Schelenz has deemed that the act of 
volunteering is vital to the success of our Branch. Therefore, you will have 
noticed that this has been his strong theme whenever he has  had an 
opportunity to deliver it. 

There is no monetary reward for voluntarism, just good feelings and pride 
in helping others. Our Honours/Awards and Special Recognition Committee 
commend all of the many volunteers of the Barrhaven Branch 641. In an 
effort to provide tangible recognition, we seek to find volunteers who are 
worthy of special notice.  As we are only six members on the committee, it 
is virtually impossible for us to see the scores upon scores of volunteers 
who make our Branch 641 noteworthy. We count upon the Officers, 
Committee Chairs and regular members to us help by writing-up and 
submitting nominations on those you consider deserving. Please speak 
with any member of the committee, or to me as chair.  C.W. (Gus) Este  

Branch Service Medals were awarded at the General Meeting November 20, 2012 to: 

Danny Desmerais Sharon McCarthy 

Laurel Slattery  Janet Craig 

Jim Wilson Sharon Wilson  

HONOURS - AWARDS & SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 

Christmas 



 

 

 

   

                        What’s in store for you?    

 

Our Advertisers support us -  Please support them!   

Landry  Vanier 

BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS & NOTARIES  PUBLIC 

                            ROD A. VANIER, B.A., LL.B. 

                        BARRISTER, SOLICITOR 

                        & NOTARY PUBLIC 

   90 Centrepointe Drive,                        Bus: (613) 226-3336 

   Ottawa, ON                                             Res:  (613) 723-3051 

   K2G 6B1                                             Fax : (613) 226-8767 

 E-Mail: vanier@vanierlaw.on.ca 

Bin Shoppin' Garden Centre 

Cook & Table Meals To Go 

Deal Zone NaturalValue 

DRUGStore Pharmacy Organic Produce 

Farmer's Market PC Meat Shop 

Flower Market PC Mobile  

3777 Strandherd Drive, Nepean    (613) 843-9413   
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(Some classic lines) 
  
" America is the only country where a significant proportion of the 
population believes that professional wrestling is real but the moon 
landing was faked." --David Letterman                                                                                                                            
"The only reason they say 'Women and children first' is to test the 
strength of the lifeboats."   -- Jean Kerr 
  "I've been married to a communist and a fascist, and neither would take 
out the garbage!  --  Zsa Zsa Gabor                                                                                                                             
 "You know you're a redneck if your home has wheels and your car 
doesn't."  --   Jeff Foxworthy 
"When a man opens a car door for his wife, it's either a new car or a new 
wife."  -- Prince Philip 
  "A computer once beat me at chess, but it was no match for me at 
kickboxing."    —Emo Philips. 
  "Wood burns faster when you have to cut and chop it yourself."                                                                                                         
--   Harrison Ford 
 "Lawyers believe a man is innocent until proven broke."  
 -- Robin Hall 
 "Having more money doesn't make you happier. I have 50 million 
dollars but I'm just as happy as when I had 48 million."  --  Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 
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 EUCHRE           
in the Clubhouse. 

Start time  7:00 p.m. 

Every Thursday 

  You’re all welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BMO Support Our Troops 
MasterCard 

BARRHAVEN FUN DART LEAGUE       
Play Darts every Wednesday at 7 p.m.                                                               
in  our Legion Branch 641 Clubhouse 

Everyone’s welcome - No experience necessary 

 

Reconnect with old friends …                                                                     
and make new ones ...  when                                                                            

you play with this bunch!! 

  

 For more information - Call the Legion at: 613-843-8691,                              
or Naz  at 613-799-8501, or Terry  at 613-823-1462 

 

BRANCH HUMOUR 

1516  Merivale Road                     
Ottawa, Ontario K2G 3J6    
(Comrade Doug Mason,Prop.)  
www.masonrichards.net 
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Minister Steven Blaney honours Veterans at Candlelight Tribute 
November 5, 2012 

Ottawa— The Honourable Steven Blaney, Minister of Veterans Affairs, His Worship Jim Watson, Mayor of Ottawa, 
and Vice-Admiral Maddison, Commander of the Royal Canadian Navy, joined more than 600 people, including 
hundreds of Veterans and youth, in a candlelight tribute this evening at the Centrepointe Theatre in Ottawa. 

“Veterans’ Week is a time for Canadians across the country to reach out to Veterans and those who are still serving 
to acknowledge their dedication,” said Minister Blaney. “It is our duty to keep their memories and the details of their 
sacrifices alive.” 

Veterans Affairs Canada has co-hosted this tribute with the City of Ottawa for   12 consecutive years. The ceremony, 
which began in the Netherlands as a symbol of gratitude to those who liberated the country during the Second World 
War, commemorates the memory of the many who have served and the many who have died serving Canada.  

During the ceremony, Mayor Watson announced that a local street will be named after Jerome Jodoin, a Second 
World War Veteran, as part of the City’s annual street-naming initiative. Mayor Watson presented a commemorative 
street sign to his family. 

“As one of Canada’s last surviving Second World War Navy Veterans, Mr. Jodoin served as a proud representative of 
previous generations,” said Mayor Watson. “We’re proud to honour the service of Mr. Jodoin and  all of our Veterans.” 

Jerry’s son Garry holds the street sign. To his right is Jerry’s beloved wife Fran, surrounded by officials, family and friends. 



  Page 6                    The  Advance                         

BAARHAVEN BRANCH 641 OF THE ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 

REMEMBRANCE DINNER - SATURDAY NOVEMBER 3, 2012 

         Since the inception of our Branch  we have  held a Remembrance Dinner prior to our  

         November 11th  day of ceremonies, memorials,  parades, wreath-laying, entertainment,  

        camaraderie and  fun. Sixty-three  members and guests enjoyed a sumptuous meal. 

Following dinner all sat  spellbound by the words of our Guest Speaker, Major-General  
Whitecross C.T., OMM, CD, the Chief Engineer of the Canadian Forces. She took  
us through the War of 1812, which was the Theme of this year’s dinner. It was a great  
evening, thoroughly enjoyed by all Comrades and their guests. See you next year! 

       

 

 

 

 

                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                (((Photo Credits - Steve Bogue) 

 

Photo Credits– Steve Bogue 



                           The Advance                      Page  7       

REMEMBRANCE DINNER - SATURDAY NOVEMBER 3, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Theme  

The War of 1812 
The St Amand’s The Schlenz’s 

Some of the Guests pictured here 
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Hot dogs and treats will be served. 
Entertainment by Yaki Music 

(40-minute music show with balloon animals) 

A reading of “Twas the Night Before Christmas”  

will take place before the arrival of Santa! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Only 50 Tickets will be available so sign up early! 

Contact Kathy Blomquist  

Royal Canadian Legion 

Barrhaven Branch 641 

Children’s Christmas Party 
Sunday, December 9, 2012 

1 - 3:30 p.m. 
For children and grandchildren ages 1 to 12  

of Barrhaven Legion Members 

Children must be registered by noon  

on November 30 to participate! 
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Comrades in Arms at Barrhaven Branch  641                               

    
   Debi Sereda was born in Toronto (Debi Buchanan), one of five children. She and her family lived 
there until 1965, at which time her father’s job in private industry took the family of seven to live in 
southern England. It was quite an adjustment for Debi and her family to move to another country 
where many things were very different. 
   Debi attended a private school in Reigate, Surrey, earning seven Ordinary and three Advance 
Level Examinations (prerequisite exams for entry into college and university). From school, she 
went to college, where she took a two-year secretarial course with modern languages (French and 
Spanish). After graduating, Debi took a job in the City London, working for two years for a 
commodity company. During this time, her family returned to Canada. Debi remained in England for 
another two years, working in the West End of London, until in 1986, when she decided to return to 
Canada. Her family had settled in Ottawa and this is what brought her to our fine city, where she has 
remained ever since.  
   Since 1986, Debi has worked for a law firm, an insurance agent, and a homebuilder before finding 
her niche in an insurance management firm, ENCON Group Inc., where she has worked for more 
than 26 years. For the past 15 years, Debi has been a communications co-ordinator where she is 
the firm’s special events planner, the editor of a client newsletter and a monthly employee 
newsletter, the co-ordinator of print and electronic materials, and the host of regular educational 
webinars for clients across Canada.  
   Debi is the very proud mother of two daughters: Laura (married to Corey Norris) and Kelly 
(partner of Allan Gauthier). Laura is a professional photographer (laurajanephotography.ca) and 
Kelly is a well-known food blogger (thegoudalife.ca).  
   Debi married Dave Sereda in 2006. They met while playing darts at Greenfields nine years ago, 
and they continue to play darts in the Barrhaven Legion’s dart league. Debi and Dave joined the 
Legion through an introduction by Sheila and John Sielyticki. Debi and Dave earned their Smart 
Serve certification and were regular bartenders at the old location.  
   Debi was asked to represent the Branch as the Public Relations Officer, a “job” she loves. In her 
role as PRO, Debi can often be found behind her camera, taking photographs of many of the events 
held in and around our Branch. Debi liaises with the media, ensuring that the Barrhaven Legion is 
showcased in local newspapers, as well as sharing her photographs with The Advance, our 
scrapbook and local newspapers.  
   “We joined the Legion with little knowledge of what a Legion was all about.                                                   
We’ve learned a lot of things in the past six years,” said Debi. “We’ve met so                              
many wonderful people and have made some life-long friends through our                                                      
involvement with the Legion.”  
   Debi was a Sparks, Brownies, and Guides leader; she coached girl’s                                             
softball for 10 years in Barrhaven and played in the Barrhaven Ladies                                                     
Softball League for 24 years. Her hobbies include photography, travelling,                                                       
reading, golf, tennis and gardening. 

Comrade Debi Sereda, PRO 
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REMEMBRANCE DAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2012 

Barrhaven  Branch 641 - Royal Canadian Legion 

We Will Remember Them 
(More Photos - next two pages. To see all of the great pictures on-line, please visit our slide-show at: www.rcl641.ca)  

Photo Credits - Debi Sereda 

  Comrade Ed Schelenz, President                                                                               Comrade David Sereda, Campaign Chair. 
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 REMEMBRANCE DAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2012 

Barrhaven  Branch 641 - Royal Canadian Legion 

Photo Credits - Debi  Sereda 
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REMEMBRANCE DAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2012 

Barrhaven  Branch 641 - Royal Canadian Legion 
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REMEMBRANCE DAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2012 

FUN -  FOOD - FINE MUSIC 

at the Walter Baker Centre  & the Branch Clubhouse 
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Royal Canadian Legion 

Barrhaven Branch 641 

Poppy Campaign Report - 2012 
Poppy Campaign Update 

   

   At the onset, I would like to thank all the members for helping out in this 
year’s Poppy Campaign. As you know, the money that is collected goes 
toward many Veteran’s programs and hospitals and it also assists serving 
members of the Canadian Forces and their dependants who may be 
experiencing difficulties and struggles. So the more money we, and the 
Branches across Canada, the USA and Europe, raise - the more we can 
hand out to worthy causes. 

   At this point in time, we still have money coming in from wreath sales, 
which were very strong this year. I was glad to see an increase in the 
many local businesses that purchased a wreath this year. 

   We also found this year that we had many new Comrade members who 
decided to help out in different areas of the campaign. This was great to 
see as our President’s slogan goes “volunteers make it happen.“ 

   There are still some outstanding accounts payable, but this year’s total 
should come in around the same, or a little better, than last year’s total of 
$44,000-$45,000, over the 16 day campaign. Please keep your eyes open 
over the next week or so as I plan on having a wrap up meeting at the 
Branch. 

   Other aspects of the Campaign take a great deal of work to accomplish, 
such as the Remembrance Dinner and Parade, so to everyone involved, 
thank you once again for an incredible job. The food on Remembrance  
Day was great. Thanks to everyone who donated, and to those who 
worked so hard before and after the meals. Thanks also to those who 
provided the great entertainment and especially the bartenders who 
worked their butts off in order to have our best ever sales in one day. 

Bravo Zulu to all members! 

Comrade Dave Sereda, Poppy Campaign Chair 2012 



Our Advertisers support us -  Please support them!   
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Gisèle Grenier Miller 

(CRTS) 

613-294-6611 
info@alteredspaces-alteredlives.ca 

www.alteredspaces-alteredlives.ca  

 

 

  

SELLING? Call these guys! 

 235-CREP (2737) 

 

  
613-825-7913 

YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD 

YOUR PUB  

250 Greenbank Road, at Hunt Club Rd. W. 

(613) 820-2969  - www.pjquigleys.com 

Open Daily at 11:30 am 
Weekend Breakfast - 
7:30 am -  2:00 pm 

BARRHAVEN AUTO CENTRE 

Car Repairs & Service 
890 Greenbank Road 

Nepean, ON 

  

 

 613-825-1831 

GREG OGILVIE
(Owner) 

* Snow Removal 

        * Landscaping 

               * Lawn Care 
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Streetproofing for Women - What is it?  
This course develops self defense tactics and the knowledge of personal safety. Topics 
may include but are not limited to hand and leg strikes, various escapes and releases, 
safety in the car and home, date rape, self defense and the law, and the sexual abuse 
of children. 
This course adheres to the concept of educating the total individual in both the mental 
and physical domains. The basic instruction program, of which self defense is a 
component, offers students opportunities to gain knowledge and skill in a variety of 
practical situations. 
The self-defense techniques of this course are based on a general knowledge of martial 
arts. Situational awareness aspects, assault statistics, legal aspects and some tactics 
are derived from local and national rape crisis centres, and local police agencies. 
Goals  
1.  Become aware of personal safety issues including preventive measures and tactics to 
avoid or prevent personal attacks. 
2.  Learn up-to-date sexual assault statistics along with psychological profiles of rapists 
and criminals. Related topics such as self defense and the law, sexual abuse of children, 
acquaintance rape, and domestic violence will also be covered. 
3.  Learn about the various types of weapons that are being sold as self-defense tools 
and the advantages and disadvantages of each of these. 
4.  Be trained in the unconventional weapons of opportunity along with practical 
common sense techniques. 
5.  Develop responses to actual situations. 
 

Interested communities members can learn more about the program by calling 613-
236-1222 extension 6777, and leaving a message. A volunteer will return their call with 
information and upcoming dates for the program. 

Please give us a call using the numbers below:  

9-1-1 for life threatening emergencies or crimes in progress. 

613-230-6211 other emergencies.  

613-236-1222 ext 7300 to report thefts, property damage, driving 
complaints, missing persons or stolen property 

311 For any by-law issue or any general city enquiry. 

Cst. Timothy P. Murray 

‘On our Watch’ with Constable Timothy P. Murray of  the OPS. 


