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Comrades all, 

We held our elections on Tues-
day, April 21, and our Membership 

elected Comrade Ed Schelenz to lead 

our Legion with his new Executive 
Officers for the next two years. I  

thank everyone that ran for office 

and congratulate all the successful 

candidates.  
President-Elect Ed has served as 

President in the past, and I  know he 

will do an outstanding job, repre-
senting us to the best of his ability. 

I'm fully committed in supporting Ed 

and his new Executive, as I know you 

are also. Ed and his team will take 
office on June 1 and I will become 

Immediate Past President. 

I would like to thank my Execu-
tives for the excellent support and 

assistance they have provided me 

throughout my three terms as your 

President. It was my pleasure and a 

great honour to represent you as 
your President over the years.  

We will be celebrating our 10th 

birthday this year with a celebration 
on Saturday, May 23, and it will be a 

great party. On this happy occasion, 

we will reveal a new 10-year Com-

memorative Branch Challenge Coin. I 
think you will like this numbered coin, 

as it will be a collector's coin for sure. 

I would like to thank Laura Ozimek, 
Victor Chan's wife, for her selfless 

work and expertise she provided at 

our Branch so we could have this 

beautiful coin. This coin will be sold 
for $20.00 plus tax.  

Our Branch has been, and always 

will be, a totally volunteer Branch. 
Your Executive and I would like to 

thank all volunteers for their out-

standing and dedicated volunteer 

service for the past  10 years. With-

out these people, there would be no 
Branch 641 Barrhaven. 

In closing, I want you to know 

that it has been a great honour and 
privilege for me to serve as your 

President for three terms. I  plan on 

v ol un tee ri ng  i n  w h ate ve r 

tasks President-Elect Ed asks of 
me, and I will do it to the best of my 

ability. 

With great pride and respect, 
lest we forget. 

 

Ernie 

"Home of Heroes- Past, Present 
& Future" 

 

by President E.F. [Ernie] Hughes CD, KCSt.G 

This issue can be viewed on the website at http://www.rcl641.ca/Documents/ Advance/Advance_Vol_10_Issue_11.pdf 
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Lest we forget 
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by Chaplain Ray Desjardins 

I thought the title was an 
appropriate one, although my 

subject will be far more wide 

ranging. I thought it timely to 
remind us of where we are as 

a Legion, and where we will 

have to be in a few short 
years if we are going to exist 

and be able to service our 

Veterans and their depend-
ents. I would remind you that 

more have served in Afghani-
stan than Korea, and many 

have wounds of such severity 

that they will need us to be 
there for them throughout 

their lives. 

We are celebrating 10 
years since we were char-

tered. It is simply an under-

statement to say we have 
been successful.  The Branch 

has been a “model” that 
many others continue to 

study. We have built a warm, 

friendly, caring membership, 
and our premises reflect all of 

these attributes. Some may 

say ‘Just a little overdone!’ 
But it has always come from 

the right place at the right 

time and has enhanced our 
programs, premises and ac-

tivities. The real witness to 
that is that new Members 

want to be part of 641, not 

only because it’s just a great 
place to have fun, but it’s 

also a great place to have a 

home away from home. 

That’s where we are today, 
but what about tomorrow, 

and our ability as Legion-

naires to deliver on our 
sworn oath to take care of 

our Veterans (both past and 

present) and their families (a 
growing and very complex 

series of individual needs.)

Well, here we are, in 2015. 
We have exactly 10 years to 

find a new home if we intend 
to remain Barrhaven’s 

Branch. We are in the proc-

ess of honouring our Veter-
ans with a Cenotaph that be-

longs to the Community. But 

the broader question here is 
how we get the Community 

more closely aligned with the 

Branch as a “partner” of first 
choice and vice-versa. We 

are doing well financially, 
and even setting money 

aside as a Branch for our 

Long Range Land and Build-
ing Fund (the amount is 

miniscule when you consider 

serviced land for develop-
ment in Barrhaven is now 

selling for approximately 

$1M per acre.) Our 641 Mil-
lion Dollar Club, which asked 

for a $2,500 over five years 
as a donation to assure your 

name is on our Archway of 

Honour in our “dream” 
Branch, has less than two 

dozen members (both regu-

lar and in memoriams.)  

Most Members have not kept 
up their pledge, and the 

Fund reflects that. The idea 

behind the Club was to get 
as many Members as possi-

ble participating and then 

promote it throughout the 
broader Community. Money 

in this account is a “true” gift 

as it is not tax receiptable. 
So, as you see, we are all 

culpable. We can go along 
slapping ourselves on the 

back about what a great job 

we have done, or we can get 
serious about being here for 

the long run so that we can 

continue doing what we do 
best. 

There are no easy or 

quick answers or fixes. But 
we sure have the resources 

to tackle the issues through 
our Membership, which con-

tains a plethora of experi-

ence, creativity, skills and 
just plain moxy to get the 

job done. In our Branch, 

nothing is impossible – I’ve 
seen it time and time again! 

It seems that everything is 

just an “opportunity” waiting 
to be resolved. My words, I 

hope, are just an encourage-
ment to those amongst us to 

get the process going seri-

ously. You can count me in. 
 To Our Great God be the 

Glory, 

 Ray 
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The Branch not only held 

its General Meeting Tuesday, 

April 21, but also its annual 

elections.  

Seventy-s ix Members 

were present at the meeting, 

putting in their votes. When 

time came to choose the po-

sition of President, 1st Presi-

dent, 3rd President, and 

Members of the Executive.  

The outgoing President at 

Branch 593 in Bells Corners, 

Joel VanSnick announced the 

winners once the tally was 

done.  

Some of the Members had 

already been acclaimed in 

their positions before the 

meeting, such as Kathy 

Johnston for Secretary and 

Jim Duff as Treasurer.  

The nominees for Presi-

dent were Ed Schelenz and 

Sharon Wilson. With 75 

votes acknowledged during 

the night, Ed was proudly 

elected President.  

As for 1st President, the 

nominees were Bert Boehme 

and Sharon Wilson. Sharon 

came in as runner up, as 

Boehme was elected 1st Vice 

President. 

The nominees for 3rd 

Vice President were Darrell 

Bartraw and Chris Fuchs. In 

the end, Darrell was elected.  

For the Executives, sev-

eral Members were nomi-

nated, but only five could re-

main. Victor Chan, Tom 

Lamb, Chris Fuchs, Gus Este, 

Jackie Fuchs, and Randy 

O’Reilly were elected as 

Members of the Executive for  

the 2015-2017 term. 

Ross Stephen was ac-

claimed as Sergeant at 

Arms, and brought the win-

ners before Joel, who recited 

the rights of each Member, 

and reminded them of their 

duties to the Legion. 

Each term will now be 

changed every two years, 

and President Elect. Ed 

Schelenz will take his posi-

tion on June 1, taking Ernie 

Hughes’ place at the head of 

the table.  

 

Nina Guy 

 Editor in Chief, R.C.L. Branch 

641 Barrhaven 

 

COMRADES, WOULD YOU PREFER TO RECEIVE YOUR COPY OF THE 

ADVANCE VIA EMAIL? 

If so, please contact our Secretary  

Kathy Johnston at: weasle1@rogers.com, and get signed up.  

End the surprises, the being left out, the last to know. 

DO IT NOW, TODAY, AND GET CURRENT.  

by Nina Guy 

Editor in Chief 



 

 Page         4 

After three terms as Presi-

dent, Ernie Hughes’ time has 

come to hand over the Presiden-

tial seat.  

Ed Schelenz, the newest 

elected President at Branch 641 in 

Barrhaven, has been elected by 

his fellow members in a democ-

ratic vote.  

In Ernie’s opinion, Schelenz 

will excel in this job.  

“I know he'll do a great job,” 

said Ernie. “He’s been President 

before, he’s got a lot of valuable 

skills, and [I know] he’ll make a 

fantastic President.” 

Although no longer being 

President is bittersweet for Ernie, 

he still plans on helping out as 

much as he can.  

“I feel good about stepping 

back,” he said. “It takes a lot of 

will and nerve to run for office, 

and we have great people step-

ping up.” 

In the next few weeks, Ernie 

will relinquish his title and be-

come Immediate Past President. 

In a sense, he’ll become Ed’s 

right-hand-man, and an advisory 

to the new President, assisting 

him in his duties.  

His name will not be put in 

for the next elections, but 

Hughes will continue to support 

his Branch, just as he’s been do-

ing for the past few decades.  

“I helped open this Branch, 

helped move this Branch, and 

just renegotiated a new contract 

to keep us here for another 10 

years, [and much more],” said 

Ernie. “So, I did more than I 

planned on doing [during my 

terms as President], and I’m per-

fectly comfortable [stepping 

back.]” 

Ed will keep Ernie busy with 

the long range planning until the 

next elections in 2017.   

 

by Nina Guy 

Editor in Chief 

 

Changes happen periodically. 

And it is time for a new President 

to take its place at the head of the 

Branch 641 Legion’s table.  

Ed Schelenz, a past President 

in 2012-2013 at this Branch, has 

been re-elected during the de-

mocratic election.  

And he couldn’t be happier to 

be elected President once again.  

“I was happy to win, and look 

forward to working with my Com-

rades on the Executive for the 

next two years,” said Ed.  

Sharon Wilson, Poppy Fund 

chairman, also attempted to win 

the Members over and become 

President, but Ed was the one 

awarded the title, which he was 

hoping to receive since his nomi-

nation. 

“I hoped to be elected, but in 

a democratic vote, you can 

sometimes be surprised,” he 

said. 

Because the Branch has de-

cided to change its rules, each 

Member elected will now serve 

for two years in their respected 

positions. Some of Ed’s future 

plans involve completing the  

Cenotaph monument, moving the 

Branch in the direction it needs, 

and working alongside his fellow 

volunteers.  

“Our Branch has been able 

to survive only because of all the 

great volunteers,” said Ed. “I 

hope that we all support each 

other in our effort to keep im-

proving our Branch, and I look 

forward to working for, and with 

all our Members and volunteers 

over the coming years.”  

Ed’s new term as President 

begins on June 1. 
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by Cathy Pearen 

This being its 12th year, 

National Volunteer Week took 
place from Sunday, April 12 to 

Saturday, April 18.  

As our Legion is proudly 
run entirely by volunteers, our 

Branch Executive agreed to 

host a barbecue on Tuesday, 

April 14 for the many volun-
teers, who, outside of their 

pledge upon initiation to help 

out on the annual Poppy Cam-
paign, make and keep the Le-

gion running on a regular basis. 

These incredible volun-

teers include daily input from 
our Treasurer Jim Duff, Secre-

tary Kathy Johnston, Bar Man-

ager Darrell Bartraw, and those 
that perform ‘daily fixes and 

repairs.’  

Our many bartenders allow 

us to keep the Legion open 
every day and evening, except 

Christmas day. There is also a 

roster of cash counters that 
spend endless hours counting 

cash, and our wonderful volun-

teer who does the Legion’s bar 
and kitchen laundry on a 

weekly basis.  

Let’s not forget the volun-

teer who relentlessly faces all 
kinds of weather every Monday 

as he sets out to change our 

road sign, indicating what will 
be served at each Friday night 

dinner.  

Needless to say, there are  

many volunteers at the Legion 
that go beyond their Poppy 

Campaign pledge. Those who 

take on ad hoc responsibilities, 
such as Chairing and sitting on 

Committees, go out twice a 

year to “Clean the Capital,” and 

run weekly activities, such as 
darts and euchre.  

The Colour Parties are al-

ways at the ready to perform at 
a moment’s notice, while other 

volunteers take on the respon-

sibility of private weekend rent-
als at Valour Hall, and they put 

together this interesting ac-

count on the Advance in order 

to keep all Members aware of  
the happenings and events that 

have taken or will be taking 

place.  
All of our Legion Members 

make us successful. We are all 

volunteers, and dedicated to 

the cause.  
As per our weekly commit-

ment to feed and entertain 

Members and non-Members 
alike, kudos go out to the amaz-

ing Members of Hospitality, 

who create, cook, and clean 

every Friday throughout the 
year. 

Darrell Bartraw (left) and Burt Boehme preparing the food Volunteers appreciating the food prepared for them 



 

 Page         6 

 

by Comrade Stephane Guy 

Everybody will agree that 
the old carpet was in dire 

need of being replaced, and 

when the occasion arose to 
offer my services and help 

tear up the o ld carpet, I 

readily sent in my name. 
Soon after, I had second 

thoughts as I expected the 

job to be very demanding, 
accompanied by a large 

amount of sweat loss. 
The plan offered by 

Housing was to remove the 

carpet in the Valour Hall on 
Sunday, March 1 so the new 

carpet could be installed in 

the afternoon while the bar 
operated normally. We would 

then come back in the eve-

ning to remove the bar side 
carpet so the new one could 

be installed Monday morning 
in time for the bar to open 

on time. I thought that it was 

a great plan to minimize the 

disruption, but it demanded 
a fair amount of work by the 

volunteers. 

The dreaded day finally 
arrived, and I reluctantly 

showed up as promised at 8 

a.m., ready to expend a 
large amount of calories.  

However, it turned out quite 

differently, as the old carpet 
in the Valour Hall came out 

fairly easy, and the floor was 
cleaned by 9:30 a.m. After 

discussing with the individu-

als who installed the new 
carpet, we realized that we 

could actually rip out the bar 

side carpet and have the new 
one installed by noon, allow-

ing the bar to open as adver-

tized.  We went ahead with 
this new plan, and by 10:30 

a.m., the bar side carpet was 
out, and we watched the car-

pet installers lay down the 

new one. I still lost a large 

amount of sweat, but was 
very pleased to know that 

the job was done and the 

evening was ours. We now 
have a fabulous carpet that 

will serve us well for years to 

come, especially if we apply 
due diligence and avoid 

dragging chairs and furni-

ture. 
I would like to personally 

thank all of the volunteers 
that helped, as it went much 

faster and easier than ex-

pected due to the out-
standing effort and dedica-

tion of everyone while having 

a good sense of humour.  
The Barrhaven Legion can be 

proud of its Members who 

promote a friendly atmos-
phere for everyone to enjoy, 

which are testaments of the 
quality of individuals that we 

have. 

Before After 
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by Thom Greenough 

On Saturday, March 21, 

Members of RCL Br 370 Iro-
quois and RCL Br 105 Cardinal  

joined forces for a good old-

fashioned Legion crawl. 
Most Members had been 

to one or two Branches on the 

crawl, a few had been to all five 

previously, and some had never 
had the opportunity to have 

been to any of the five 

Branches on the schedule that 
day. 

True to form, our Com-

rades made us feel extremely 

welcome at every stop.  
We began our tour at Bar-

rhaven Br 641 where we met 

Cathy Pearen, whom I had been 
in contact with months before 

to try to get the Legion crawl  to 

become a reality. 

We were provided with a 
wonderful lunch and were 

joined by a couple of old 

friends from Barrhaven, Pam 

and Doug Champagne, before 

we listened intently to a brief 
presentation on the history of  

Br 641 by Branch President, 

Ernie Hughes.  
Next we visited Orleans Br 

632, which, like Barrhaven, was 

one that I had never been to 

before. 
Some felt sorry for our bus 

driver, Linda, as she did a lot of  

driving on what was a very 
messy day.  

Next, we travelled to 

Greely Br 627 where they gra-

ciously opened their doors to 
us on a day that they normally 

would have been closed, and 

again we were provided a great 
lunch. 

From Greely we went 

straight west on Mitch Owens 

Dr to Manotick and Br 314, 
which was restored following 

their fire a few years back.  

Manotick thought that pizza 

might help soak up some of the 

beer, but despite the offer we 
just didn't have the room. 

After saying goodbye to 

Manotick, we headed to Br 589 
in Osgoode. As was the case 

with our previous four stops, 

the Osgoode Branch was a 

great host (popcorn was really 
good), and they expressed in-

terest in organizing their own 

Legion crawl. 
Our day began at 10 a.m. 

in Iroquois, and ended there at 

8:30 p.m..  

We all had a blast, and 
would like to extend an invita-

tion to our comrades from Br 

641 and others on our tour to 
come and visit us in Iroquois 

and Cardinal. 

  

Thom Greenough 
RCL Br 370 

Iroquois 
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No military experience or background is required to join the Royal Canadian Legion. 
To become a Member of Canada’s largest veterans and community service organiza-
tion, you must be 18 years of age or older, be a citizen of Canada or a Common-
wealth or NATO/Wartime Allied country and agree to the Royal Canadian Legion’s 
Terms of Eligibility. 
Some of the benefits of becoming a Member are: 
 

Membership in the Royal Canadian Legion:  
 gives you a chance to be part of your community on a local and national level 
 offers many volunteer opportunities to help Veterans, your Branch and community  
 gives you access to great savings and deals through our Member Benefits Pack-

age 
 allows the Branch to support youth in the community through bursaries, public 

speaking and poster and poem contests 
 allows you to participate in Branch activities  
 allows you to participate in Member-only sporting events such as darts, snooker, 

euchre, cribbage, bowling, curling 
 enjoy access to shopping at the Members-only online store 
 enjoy discounted membership in CAA 
 receive an annual subscription to the monthly Legion Magazine 
 enjoy reduced prices for meals and special events 
 receive Veteran's rides to appointments if required 
 receive Via Rail discounts 
 participate in the annual poppy campaign to raise money to help Veterans and 

Seniors in community hospitals 
 30 per cent discount on select computers from Dell 
 
For more information on Membership and benefits offered to Legion members, 
please go to the Legion website  
 
http://www.legion.ca/members/become-a-member/ 
http://www.legion.ca/members/member-benefits-package/ 
 
Please speak to any of our 500+ Members or call us at 613-843-8691.  
You can visit our website www.rcl641.ca or see our Facebook page “Barrhaven Le-
gion 641.” 

http://www.poppystore.legion.ca/custom.aspx?id=2
http://www.legion.ca/members/member-benefits-package/
http://www.legion.ca/members/member-benefits-package/
https://www.shop.legion.ca/login.aspx
http://www.legion.ca/members/member-benefits-package/
http://www.legionmagazine.com/
https://app.dell.com/canada/mpp/lookup.cfm
http://www.legion.ca/members/member-benefits-package/
http://www.legion.ca/members/become-a-member/
http://www.legion.ca/members/member-benefits-package/
http://www.rcl641.ca
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On Saturday, 25 April, 
Comrades gathered for the 

spring c leanup of our 

adopted section of Fallowfield 
Road. We had a turnout of 

23 volunteers, most of whom 

have participated in this 
event consistently, and 

others who participated for 

the first time. We managed 
to collect 50 bags of garbage 

and assorted larger items. 
The total weight of the 

collected trash came to 265 

kg (584 lbs). 
C o m r a d e s  w h o 

participated were Bill Hillier, 

Darrell Bartraw, Will and Jen 
Read, Jacques Gaudreault, 

Jim Ireland, Stephane and 

Angele Guy, Victor Chan, Ken 
Hopper, Monique Desmarais, 

Cathy Pearen, Ross Stephen, 
El l ie  Sche lenz , Steve 

Silverthorn, Keith Sinclair, 

Randy T ho rpe, Ro ger 
B u r e a u ,  a nd  Ka t hy 

Blomquist. Missing from the 

photo are Bill Craig, Don, 
and Andy Phair and Ed 

Schelenz. 
 

 

by Comrade Ed Schelenz 

Volunteers picking up garbage for Clean the Capital Darrell Bartraw (right) hauling the garbage with his truck 

CLEANING THE CAPITAL 

SATURDAY, April 25, 2015 
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by Joyce Barr 

Our Vegas themed Friday 

night dinner was held on Fri-
day, March 13.  

To add to the Vegas 

theme, our back hall dining 
area was decorated with Vegas-

themed items, including a wall-

paper of  casino slots along one 

wall and Vegas centerpieces on 
each table, as well as fake 

money and playing cards.  

Angele and Stephane Guy 
won the best-dressed couple 

award, with Stephane as a ma-

chine-carrying mobster, and 

Angele as a Vegas cocktail wait-
ress.  

Brian Palmer won the best-

dressed single men’s prize, as 
he came dressed as a grubby 

panhandler, carrying a can for 

donations and wearing a card-
board sign around his neck en-

scribed ‘My wife’s lawyer was 

better than mine.’  

Best of the night was an 
unexpected visit from ‘Elvis,’ 

who surprised one of  our fa-

vourite bartenders and dinner 
guest that evening, Cathy 

Pearen, with a special Happy 

Birthday song and a fantastic 

birthday cake shaped like a 
large dice. But the fun didn’t 

end there.  

Elvis then asked Cathy to 
come up to the front, where he 

continued to bestow many gifts 

upon her, which consisted of  
various pieces of Vegas themed 

dress-up items reminiscent of 

her recent trip to Las Vegas.  

Being a good sport, Cathy 
gladly accepted each piece and 

strutted her stuff around the 

room.  
Everyone more than ap-

preciated Las Vegas night, and 

most will come to the next 

theme night, medieval night, on 
Friday, April 24.  

Cathy Pearen 

(left) and Darrell 

Bartraw during 

Vegas Theme 

Top Left: “Elvis” (Darrel Bartraw) (left), Angele 

and Stephane Guy showing off their wonderful 

costumes. 

Bottom Left: Volunteers spent hours making 

Valour Hall into something Elvis can be proud 

to say, “I’ve entered the building!” 
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For nearly a year, this newslet-

ter has been collecting figurative 

cobwebs in someone’s hard drive, 

waiting to be picked up and taken 

care of.  

That’s where I  come in. 

For those of you who may not 

know me, I’m a new Member to 

Branch 641 since January. I’m also a 

graduate (since May) of the Jour-

nalism program at La Cité, a French 

college in Ottawa.  

Some of you may wonder why 

you gave this job to a girl fresh out 

of college. Not only do I  have ex-

perience in producing and writing a 

magazine/newspaper, having 

worked for a magazine in Belgium 

for two and a half years as well as 

producing a newspaper for school, 

but I  am also here to provide all of 

you wonderful Branch Members 

with the news you want to hear.  

This edition has everything you 

need: from Clean the Capital,  

knights of the round table, to Elvis 

impersonators, and more. And it 

will keep having everything you 

need for months to come.  

I am here to give you what you 

want. You want to hear about the 

theme nights each month? Done. 

You want to read about what hap-

pens in the community? Done.  

I just need to know what you 

all want to read, and it will be done.  

My email is always available to 

those who want to send something 

my way. I love feedback. Seriously! 

When I write my own stories, I al-

ways point out that reviews are 

more than accepted. So, you can 

write me saying what you liked in 

this edition, or that you absolutely 

hated it and threw it in your fire-

place and watched it burn. Actually, 

I hope that wasn’t the case.  

All comments are accepted,  

but help is welcome as well, which 

is another reason why this letter is 

being written. 

A newsletter isn’t written by 

one person. Well...it can be, but it’s 

very daunting. For those of you who 

want to contribute to The Advance, 

I always accept articles, and will 

always try to include them in the 

next editions (that is, if I’m not fired 

for having released this edition 

later than it was intended.) (add 

laughter) 

 So, to repeat and let the mes-

sage sink in, any articles that you 

send, I’ll put it in here if possible. 

So, to conclude, let me just say 

that it’s a pleasure to be given this 

opportunity to write for our Legion. 

Not only is this a great start to my 

journalistic career, but it also allows 

me to interact with many Members 

of this wonderful Legion. 

It’s an honour to be given this 

job, and I  hope to do so for as long 

as you need it.  

Once again, thank you, and feel 

free to communicate with me 

whenever you feel the need.   

 

From your editor,  

Nina Guy 

To those who have greatly helped with this edition 

 

Photographer(s): Nina Guy, Debi Sereda, Angele Guy, Ed Schelenz, Sharon Pokusay  

Proof Reading: Debi Sereda 

Collaborator: Angele Guy, Debi Sereda  

by Nina Guy 

Editor in Chief 


