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The President’s Message  
 

Comrades: 
 
My thanks go out to our Poppy Chair Lyle 
Brennan and his team for doing a great 
job organizing our 2022 Poppy Campaign.  
 
Our Poppy Campaign will be getting under 
way on Friday, October 28 and we still 

have shifts to fill at our various store locations throughout our 
area. The shifts are only three hours and with a membership 
in excess of 650, we should have no problems filling these 
positions. So if you haven’t already signed up for a shift, take 
the time to come in and sign up. 
 
Our Remembrance Dinner is on Saturday, November 5. This 
event is free for Veterans, their spouses, caregivers, and 
widows of Veterans. For other members the cost is $25. This 
event requires you to pick up your tickets at the branch prior to the event. 
 
Please take the time on November 11 to come out to our Remembrance Day Ceremony, 
which will once again be held at John McCrea Secondary School. 
 
We are heading into our busiest time with the Poppy Campaign, Remembrance Dinner and 
our Remembrance Ceremonies. If you can contribute to any of these events please do so. I 
have always stated that we have great volunteers in our branch so please step up for this 
campaign by signing up for a shift. 
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For all our members, please note a quote out of our Ritual, Awards and Protocol Manual 
under Welcoming Ceremony, this asks our members to “advance the Legion’s cause, 
including active participation in Poppy Campaigns.” 
 
Thank you everyone for your support.  
 
Enjoy your Legion. Keep volunteering. 
 
Ed Schelenz, CD 
President RCL Br. 641 Barrhaven 
613-415-2708 
edschelenz@rogers.com   
"Volunteers make it work"   
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Russell Williams (1933 - 2022)  

 
Peacefully, at home, Tuesday, September 27, 2022, at the age of 74. Beloved 
husband of Barbara Kosabek-Williams. Loving father of Kevin Williams (Jackie 
Milosek) and Stephanie Williams (Joey McNitt). Predeceased by his parents 
and his brother Brock. Russ will be lovingly remembered by his extended 
family and friends.  
 
Our sincere condolences to Russell’s family. 

 
Sharron (Sherry) Brush (1942 - 2022)  
 

Sherry passed away peacefully, following a very brief battle with cancer, 
at the Elisabeth Bruyere Health Centre, on Saturday, October 1, 2022 in 
her 80th year. 
 
Much loved and devoted wife for 58 years of David Brush. Loving 
mother of Steven Brush (Sherri) and the late Stephanie Thibault (Alan). 
Proud grandma of Bradley Thibault, Kara Brush (Nathan MacKechnie), 
and Jared Brush. Loving daughter of the late Ethel Joyce (née Bishop) 
and Alexander Storey Erwin Smith. Dear sister of Pat Slabe (Frank), 
Sandy Southin (late Robert) and Jim Smith (Carol). Sherry will also be missed by her nieces, 
nephews and extended family and friends. 
 
Our sincere condolences to Sherry’s family. 
 

Paul Weisbrod (1941 - 2022)  
 
Suddenly, at home on Tuesday, October 4, 2022 at the age of 81. 
Loving father of Carol (Mark Reid) and Mark (Michele) and grandfather 
to Jordan. Survived by his sister Marilyn Stecher, and brothers Kenneth 
(Cynthia) and Brett (Corrine). Will be missed by many nieces and 
nephews and his companion of these past few years, Kathleen 
Hopkins. Paul served in the Canadian Army for over 35 years, starting 
with the 48th Highlanders before joining the regular forces and the 
Royal Canadian Corps of Signals in 1963. He was also a long-time 
member and Past Commander of the Ottawa Power and Sail Squadron, and a qualified Dive 
instructor with Burton Dives. Our sincere condolences to Paul’s family 
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Alfred Cassidy (1923 - 2022)  
 
Alfred Cassidy, RCAF WWII Veteran, slipped away, attended by 
supportive staff and family, on October 10, 2022 at Perley Health in 
Ottawa. Admired husband of Patricia ‘Pat’ (pre-deceased), father of 
John (Rachel), Ottawa, Bruce (Ann), Peace River AB, Neil (Lynn), 
Hartington ON, and grandfather to 10 grandchildren: Hilary, Lynn (Scot), 
Sarah (Mario), Cody, Chelsey, Tyler (Jessica), Jack, Iain Thomas, 
Simon (Bailey) and Robinson and 11 great grandchildren: Zachary, 
Connor, Evan, Will, Oren, Cassidy, Patrick, Lee, Luna, Georgia and 
Audrey, in NS and ON.  
 
A radar technician in WWII, Alf returned to Canada with his British war bride settling first in Calgary 
and then Ottawa where he worked for the Department of National Defence before retiring to 
Chantry and Brockville. Alf was a member of the Canadian Legion Branch 641, Barrhaven and 
formerly, Chaffey’s Lock Seniors.  
 
Alf leaves behind an extended loving family and many friends. Alf was a man who was passionate 
about Radar. Alf and Pat hosted the first WWII Radar reunion in Ottawa and contributed to the 
Radar exhibit at the National War Museum. Alf was formerly a volunteer firefighter, a member of 
the Delta Mill Restoration Society, past president of Rideau Park Little League and more.  
 
Our sincere condolences to Alfred’s family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Executive and General Meeting Reports for October  
 
These documents are now available on our website. Please note 
these are shown as submitted so please excuse any typos. 
 
Executive Meeting Reports please click here 
General Meeting Reports please click here 
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Presentations at Branch 641 

 
 
On October, 3, 2022, President Ed 
Schelenz and members of branch 641 
presented Russell Lucas with a cheque 
for $5,000 for the 75 Barrhaven Air 
Cadet Squadron. Our “bingo” volunteers 
raised the donation. 
 
Pictured left to right: Maj Matthew Alle, 
CD, Volunteer Director Russell Lucas, 
Monique and Danny Desmarais, 
President Ed Schelenz, Caroline Boilly, 
Cathy Pearen, Diane Craig, Mike 
McLinton. Missing is Mike Harrietha. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On October, 3, 2022, President Ed Schelenz was 
presented with a certificate of national recognition 
from the Air Cadet League of Canada for the 
Legion's support of 75 Barrhaven Squadron over 
the years and since inception, as well as the cadet 
program in general by Maj Matthew Alle, CD and 
Volunteer Director Russell Lucas from the Air 
Cadet League of Canada. 
 
Pictured left to right: Maj Matthew Alle, CD, 
President Ed Schelenz and Volunteer Director 
Russell Lucas. 
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At the October 3, 2022 Executive Meeting, Angele Guy 
presented President Ed Schelenz with a cheque for $375 
to be allocated to the Land and Building Fund.  
 
Thanks to Mary Beth Nolan and the Sunshine Girls for 
their generous donations. 
 
Pictured left to right: President Ed Schelenz and Angele 
Guy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On October 18, 2022, on behalf of Branch 
641 and President Ed Schelenz, Comrade Stephane 
Guy (right) presented Aubrey Callan, Veterans’ Care & 
Hospital Chair (left), with a cheque for $10,000 to be 
donated to Ottawa Veteran’s House.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the October 18 General Meeting, the following presentations were made by President Ed 
Schelenz. 
 

 
 
The 641 Branch Service Medal was presented to 
Lyle Brennan in recognition of his many years of 
volunteerism to Branch 641.  
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Certificates of Merit were presented to five members of the Hospitality Team, in recognition of their 
hard work, team spirit and volunteerism: 

      
Alice Boehme   Charlotte Cox   Marie Smith 

Sandy Maveety     Mary Beth Nolan 

                      
 
Five-, 10- and 15-year Membership pins were presented to Angele Guy, Stephane Guy, Lorette 
Ellis, Membersip Chair Dave St Amand, Eric Ellis, Jennifer Dunham, Terry Claessen 
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President Ed Schelenz received a cheque in the amount of 
$3,849.30 from Angele Guy, Hospitality Chair. This cheque 
represents funds raised by Angele and others, to be 
donated to the Land and Building Fund: 
 
• Items sold in Virtual Garage Sale  $1,857.30 
• Auction at the branch    $915.00 
• Donations from the Monday line dancers $120.00 
• Donation from Vintner’s Cellar Ottawa $50.00 
• Garage sale fundraiser    $335.00 
• Other items from garage sale   $290.00 
• Sale of donated smoker   $275.00 
• Donation      $7.00 

    
 
 

 

 
 

We Need Volunteers to Distribute Poppies  
 
From October 28 to November 10. Please go to the branch, find the 
sign-upsheets on the notice board, and take as many three-hour shifts 
as possible. Without volunteers, we can’t distribute poppies.  It’s very 
important that we fill each shift to ensure we collect as many donations 
as possible. 
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“We Will Remember Them” Lawn Signs 

 
 

Having an official lawn sign is fantastic and 
respectful way to display a message of 
Remembrance for all to see. The 16” x 24” 
sign is made from coroplast (recyclable) so it 
can withstand the often-unpredictable fall 
weather, from hot sunny days to cold snowy 
nights. The sign comes with a 30” metal 
stake, and after assembly and installation the 
sign should sit approximately 15” above the 
ground. 
 
These are available from the branch, $20 
taxes included.  
 

 
 

 

 
Barrhaven Legion Memorial Bricks 
 

If you would like to be a part of the past, present and the future of the 
Barrhaven Legion, purchase a Memorial Brick. Your brick will be engraved with 
your name and it will be mounted on our Memorial Wall in Valour Hall. 
 
Bricks are available in three denominations: 
 

Copper $250   Silver $500   Gold $1,000 
 
Purchasing a Memorial Brick is also a great way to honour a family member or 
friend. For more information, please contact Debi Sereda by email at 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 
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 2022/2023 Branch 641 Executive Team 
 

Position Chair Position  Chair 

President Ed Schelenz Honours and Awards Stephane Guy 
Immediate Past President Stephane Guy Hospitality/Entertainment Angele Guy 
1st Vice President  Dave Sereda Housing Jim Duff 

2nd Vice President Bert Boehme 
Leadership and 
Development 

Bert Boehme 

3rd Vice President Lyle Brennan Legion Seniors Lorette Ellis 
Chairman Dave Cole Long Range Planning Stephane Guy 
Treasurer Diane Craig Membership David St Amand 
Secretary Pam Hall Poppy Campaign Lyle Brennan 
Sergeant at Arms Stephane Guy Poppy Trust Fund Jim Duff 

Bar Officer Dave Sereda Public Relations (Website, 
Bulletin) 

Debi Sereda 

Cadets Patrick Makison Sports/Track and Field Joe Guitard 
Community Liaison  Dave Sereda Veterans’ Service Officer Lorette Ellis 
Constitution and Laws Mike Harrietha Ways and Means Lorette Ellis 
Finance Officer Bert Boehme Youth Education/Bursary Lyle Brennan 
Grants and Assistance Dave Voisey   

Non-Executive 

Chaplain for Legion 
Tributes 

Reverend Margo 
Whittaker 

Hospital Visits  
Co-ordinator 

Louise Laflamme 

 
E-mail: rcl6A41@bellnet.ca 

September 6, 2022 
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 2022 Poppy Campaign and Remembrance Activities 
 

The Poppy Campaign enables branches of the Royal 
Canadian Legion to provide immediate assistance to ex-
servicemen and women in need. This includes providing food, 
shelter and medical attention for them or their families when 
necessary. Thanks to the generosity of the Barrhaven 
community, during the 2021 Campaign the branch raised 
$84,000 which was used to support Veterans’ causes in the 
community. Branch 641 donated funds to community 
organizations including the Ottawa Heart institute, Perley 
Health, Queensway Carleton Hospital, five cadet 
squadron/corps (navy, army and air), Military Family 
Resource Centre, Heroes Mending on the Fly, Operation: Leave the Streets Behind, 
Operation Service Dogs, Veterans’ Ski Program, Ruck to Ruck, bursaries, as well as providing 
monetary prizes for poster and literary contests for youth attending local schools. 

The 2022 Poppy Campaign commences October 28 and ends on November 11. Legion and 
cadet volunteers will be distributing poppies during the Campaign period at several local 
locations, including Costco, McDonough’s Independent, Walmart, Metro, Loblaws and both 
Farmboy stores. We thank you for your continued support. 

Barrhaven’s annual November 11 Remembrance Day Ceremony will once again be held at 
John McCrae Secondary School, 103 Malvern Drive. The parade will start at 10:45 a.m. and 
the Ceremony at 11 a.m. Military/RCMP/Police, Veterans, Legion members, Scout/Cubs, 
Guides/Brownies/Sparks and other community groups are welcome to participate in the 
parade.  

Form-up begins at 10:30 a.m. Following the Ceremony, the Barrhaven Legion will host a 
reception in Halls A and B of the Walter Baker Centre. Everyone is welcome. Veterans and 
members of the Barrhaven Legion are welcome to join us back at Branch 641 located at 3500 
Fallowfield Road. 

Did you know that you don’t need to be a Veteran to join the Legion? Come by Branch 641 
and learn about the various services you can enjoy as we support our Veterans. 

Have questions? Want to find out how you can help? Contact Lyle Brennan CD, Poppy Chair 
at 613-297-0775. 

** Supporting the Poppy Campaign means supporting Veterans in need and Veteran and 
local community programs. * 
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How to Purchase a Veteran Licence Plate  
 

The new Veteran licence plate is available to the following who have/are: 

• Served in the Canadian Armed Forces, including Reserve Forces, the forces of the 

Commonwealth, or its wartime allies; 

• Served in the Merchant Navy or Ferry Command during wartime; 

• Currently serving members of the Canadian Forces including Reserve Forces; 

• Served in NATO operations or as a member of United Nations peacekeeping force as a 

member of a Canadian police service; 

• Currently serving or retired members of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police; 

• Served in the Vietnam War in the forces of the United States or its allies during this war and 

who was a Canadian citizen at the time of such service.  
 

How to Order 

Applicants can obtain an "Application for Veteran Plate Eligibility 
Certification" form from any Drivers and Vehicles Licence Issuing 
Office, listed in the blue pages of your local phone book. You may 
also download your form here or on the Ministry of Transportation's 
Web site (www.mto.gov.on.ca). 

To see if you are eligible and to download the application form, please click here. 

 
 

 

Notes from the Editor 

Debi Sereda 
 
October and November are the busiest months of the year at your Legion as we  
prepare for the annual Poppy Campaign and Remembrance Day. A huge amount of  
work goes into planning and being prepared for these two events. All we ask members to do is 
volunteer to take a shift distributing poppies at a local store. It’s three hours out of your day. Sign 
up with your spouse or friend, enjoy some time together and help your Legion.  
 
I can’t stress enough the importance of volunteering at your Legion. Becoming a member is 
awesome but being an active volunteer really makes a difference. Please, make a difference! 
 
Stay well. Enjoy your Legion. Volunteer. 
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 
 


