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We are now starting this year's Poppy Campaign, and as you are aware, this is the 
one major annual fundraising activity we carry out. Those funds raised will allow us to  
support Veterans and their families as well as our community.  I look to all our  
members to support this year's campaign. If you have some time, I would ask that you  
consider volunteering to help distribute poppies at one of our local stores – many shifts remain 
open. Sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board at the branch. Please help us make the 
campaign a success!! 
 
I wish to announce that Sharon Wilson has resigned as Grants and Assistance Chair. On behalf 
of all the members, I wish to extend our appreciation and gratitude for the support she has 
provided the branch, in particular, the outstanding contribution she has made as the Grants and 
Assistance Chair and on the Executive Committee. We wish her all the best in the future. I would 
also like to announce that Cmrd Kathy Johnston has generously stepped forward to assume those 
responsibilities. 
 
Together with Cmrd Ernie Hughes, I attended the CHEO Donor Appreciation celebration on 
October 18, 2018. The event proved to be very entertaining and educational. Hospital staff 
reviewed some of the major research, equipment and services provided through the generous 
contributions made by the many donors, including our branch. We can all be proud of the support 
we provide to this important hospital that services the youth of our community. 
 
It's time to renew your membership!! We currently have 626 members, and as of writing this 
article, only 259 members have renewed their memberships for the next year. I would note that 
membership fees remain the same at only $50. Renewal is easy. You may renew your 
membership either online or drop by the branch and see one of the bartenders who will be glad to 
assist you. 
 
A special congratulations and thank you goes to our Hospitality Team who were awarded 
certificates of appreciation at the last General Meeting for their outstanding support of our branch.  
If you haven't seen them at work, join us during the Friday night dinner and dance – you will have 
a great time with excellent food and live entertainment. What a team!!  
 
Bert Boehme, President 
Supporting Veterans and Community  
 
 

The President’s Message  

Bert Boehme 

This and all past issues of The Advance can be viewed at: http://www.rcl641.ca/advance.html 
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I’m writing these few notes just six days before the start of our 2018 Poppy Campaign. This is  
our most important annual outreach to our Community and our best chance as Veterans and  
Legionnaires to show that in fact we do care about Remembrance and the significance of the  
blood red of the Poppy and our responsibility, not only to remember those who have given their lives, but also all who 
have served and to take care of their dependents. That’s the reality, yet I’ve received a number of emails and requests to 
help out with this year’s campaign. It appears that the response to these requests has been underwhelming to say the 
least! 
 
I don’t know if you are aware that the Branch has chosen two themes this year for our period of Remembrance. 
 
1. The 100th anniversary of the signing of the Armistice on November 11, 1918 
2. The 75th anniversary of the Battle of Ortona in WWII 
 
Maybe a short review of just what these sacrifices meant might just help us get our juices flowing for the for this year’s 
campaign. During WW1, 619,636 Canadians enlisted with the Canadian Expeditionary Forces and about 424,000 served 
overseas. Of these men and women, nearly 53,300 died as a result of enemy actions. That does not include those who 
volunteered in the Royal Navy or British Army. There were also more than 172,000 wounded (138,000 classified as 
battle casualties). Many were returned home broken in mind and body. The small colony of Newfoundland suffered 1,305 
killed and several thousand wounded. This is why we wear the Poppy on Remembrance Day. 
 
And now a few facts about the Battle of Ortona. It occurred during the period of December 20-28, 1943 as one of a 
number of fights as part of the Maro River Battles. This year is the 75th anniversary. Why is Ortona so significant? It was 
fought by untried troop of the 1st Canadian Division against battle-tested and hardened German Paratroopers. We fought 
valiantly and finally got them to abandon the city. We learned some very tough new battle tactics that helped put the 
Germans out of Italy, but at a very high cost. We lost 1,375 men in combat (one quarter of the number of Canadians 
killed in the whole Italian Campaign in which we suffered 26,000 casualties (killed and wounded). This is why we wear 
the Poppy on Remembrance Day. This is also why we remember. In my lifetime, I’ve had the privilege of seeing 
Veterans of the North West Rebellion 1885, the Boer War 1899-1900, WW1, WW11 and Korea right up to today. I am 
honoured and proud of them all and have made it a lifelong commitment to be for the survivors and their families. That’s 
why I joined the Legion. I can only hope that these few words will help you remember once again why you are a 
Canadian with the freedoms you enjoy. Never forget that they have been paid for by those who gave their all to protect 
and defend those freedoms. Get ACTIVE in our Poppy Campaign. There is always something you can do to make it the 
best ever. 
 
I’ll close with a song I was taught as a very young lad – it’s called simply Remembrance  
Day. 
 
    I’ll wear my Poppy on Remembrance Day 
    Because I’m proud of what they did for me 
    Soldiers and Sailors and Airman too 
    Keeping Canada Free 
 
God bless you all. 
 
In His Service 
 
R.E. (Ray) Desjardins 
Branch 641 Chaplain  

 

REFLECTIONS –  
September 2018 – Another Legion Tribute 
 

Ray Desjardins  
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Attention all Members! 
  
It is back to School & Bursary application time. 
  
The Royal Canadian Legion Barrhaven Branch 641 Bursary Assistance Program is offering 
bursaries once again this year. Application forms are available at the legion. They are on the window 
above the computer in the bar area or at the link below. 
  
Bursary applications will be accepted until October 31, 2018 for the academic year ending in June 
2019. 
  
Here is a link to an electronic copy: Bursary Application Form 
Here is a link to the Eligibility and Conditions: Eligibility and Conditions 
 
For help or clarification, contact me by e-mail at rcl641.youthedbursary@gmail.com. 
 
Linda Crawford 

Youth Education and Bursary Officer 
 
 
 

Let Us Know 

When a comrade or family member becomes ill or passes away, it’s 
important that you let me, your chaplain, know. I put into motion a number 
of things such as advising the president and our executive, connecting with 
the family, making arrangements for hospital visits, arranging colour parties 
and Legion services – all of which fulfills our role to each other as a Legion 
family. When comrades are ill or pass and we don’t know, we can’t support 
the member or their family in their time of need.  
 
I can be reached by phone at 613-825-2318 or 
by email at rayd.641@sympatico.ca. 
 
Ray Desjardins 
Chaplain, Barrhaven Legion  
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345 Wilson Avenue, Suite 404 Toronto, ON M3H 5W1 Telephone: 416-785-8570   
Toll Free: 1-800-265-0779 Facsimile: 416-785-7361 Email: ocsco@ocsco.ca 
Charitable Registration Number: 88502 6351 RR0001 



 
 

 

  
The ADVANCE        Page 5 

Royal Canadian Legion – Barrhaven Branch 641 
 

www. rcl641.ca 
 

 
 
 
Highlights of Reports from Chairs for September Meeting 
 
Membership Update – David St Amand  
 
As of October 12, our membership has increased to 625. This is our all-time high. We only need 16 new members to 
reach our goal of 641 members. I remind everyone that member number 641 gets their membership for free.  
  
As we are now in the “Early bird” renewal period that started September 1. I urge all our members to renew early, at least 
during the “Early bird” period, as renewing later in the year only delays the inevitable. Renewing early just makes my job 
so much easier.  
  
The Early bird winner for September was Mike Harrietha.  
  
Each member has the option of paying your $50 to the bartender and obtaining a receipt. When you go this route, your 
new sticker will normally be available at the bar in 1 or 2 days. Ensure you get a receipt as it is the only way I have of 
knowing that you paid.  
  
Secondly, you can register online and then pay your renewal fee online. At the start of the next month, Dominion 
Command mails a letter to the branch Membership chairman showing who renewed. The letter is accompanied by a 
cheque for our portion of your dues. Keep in mind that when you renew online, I cannot place your sticker at the bar until 
I receive confirmation that you have paid, and as you can see that could be a month later.  
  
We have a dozen or so members who have prepaid for 2019 and beyond. I have published a list of our members who 
have paid for 2019 and distributed it via email. If you pay for 2019 and you have already paid, I will credit you for 2020. It 
happens every year. 
 
Awarding of pins – will not take place until early in the New Year.  
  
Finally, the card box behind the bar is full of cards and pins from last year, and the stickers from this year are already 
accumulating. Please pick up your cards and pins.  
 
Just as a reminder to participate in Zone Sports you have your new paid up membership for the date the event is held. 
Membership proof is required 
 
MEMBERSHIP Total  625 RENEWED so far  211 - Thank you to those that have renewed your membership this year 
 
POPPY CHAIRMAN update – Stephane Guy 
SUPPORT OUR VETERAN AND THE COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER IN THE POPPY CAMPAIGN  
  
The Poppy Campaign preparations are well on its way with the following details.   
  
The key positions are all filled with the exception of a trap line volunteer. If you know of anyone that would be interested, 
please let me know.  
  
We held the Poppy Kick off and the co-ordination meetings, and as per my expectations, everything is going as planned.   
  
The Poppy shifts for all stores are on the board with many that are still open. Please drop by to sign for shifts. I will send 
a branch wide email with the open shifts to allow individuals to sign up by phone either to the branch or directly with the 
store captain.   
  
Key dates and times:   
1. Poppy Campaign starts on October 26, 2018. 
2. Remembrance dinner – November 3, 2018 at 6 p.m.      
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3. Remembrance Day Parade –November 11, 2018 at 10:30 a.m.  
  
Sports update – Jackie Fuchs  
 
Sports for the 2019 year has finally kicked off with Zone 8 Ball to be held on November 24, 2018 at the Westboro Legion 
and Zone Cribbage to be held December 1, 2018 at the Montgomery Legion. 
 
The next sports date will be Zone Darts to be held at our branch on January 12, 2019 and Zone Senior Darts to be held 
at the Stittsville Branch on January 26, of 2019. 
 
The sports schedule for this year was sent to you all by e-mail as well as it is posted on the bulletin board at the legion. 
The signup sheets are there as well. Reminder to participate in Zone Sports you have to be a current paid up member. 
The Sports information is also posted on our website at www.rcl641.ca 
 
Poppy Trust Fund Update – Ross Stephen  
 
Comrades, below is a report on expenditures from the Poppy Trust Fund from October 1 of last year to the Sept 30 of 
this year.  
• Poppy campaign expenses - $9,020.80  
• This includes the purchase of poppies, pins, cash counting supplies, transporting and feeding the cadets etc.  
• Bursaries - $,3500.00  
• We had seven students this year approved to receive funds  
• Christmas gifts for Veterans and Legion members at our seniors Residences - $3,661.20  
• Cadet support - $6,000.00 for support of our three cadet corps we support  
• Youth education - $1,995.00  
• Donations to veterans, hospital etc.- $42,950.00  
• Contributions to Zone G5 - $1,902.58  
• These monies are our contribution to zone for Youth Ed. and Veterans comforts  
• Veterans Service Officer - $54.37  
• These monies are for the assistance of Veterans in our area, at the discretion of the Veterans Service Officer  
• Misc. - $421.47  
 
These funds are used for expenses incurred by the Poppy Trust Fund, such as buying stamps, cheque books, deposit 
books etc.  
 
Our current balance as of Sept. 30, 2018   $27,082.19 
 
Youth Education & Bursary – update Linda Crawford 018 Remembrance Poster & Literary  
  
1. 2018 Remembrance Poster & Literary Contest Awards have been delivered to 24 
2. Barrhaven Schools. 
3. Two applications for RCL 641 Bursaries for academic year 18/19 have been received up to date. Action Pending 
4. Zone G5 Public Speaking Contest held on March 2, 2019. 
 
Cadet update – Amanda Fuchs 
 
Good evening comrades, the month of November is going to be a busy month for the cadets leading up to 
Remembrance Day. The cadets will be helping us for two weekends during the poppy campaign and they also provide 
their support during Remembrance Day. They provide support in different forms whether it be the band or marching 
contingents.  
 
I am hoping as well to get another marching contingent of scouts for Remembrance Day just like last year.  
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On November 17, 2018 the 2332 Army Cadets will be holding a gala. It is their 70th anniversary this year so they have 
decided to go all out. You will see below a news release for the army cadet gala so that everyone can see what is going 
on and a background on the event that they are planning.  
 
As the cadet training years have just started up a couple weeks ago I am looking forward to seeing what the year brings 
and I will have more to report as the months go on.  
     

 NEWS RELEASE  
  
NR-18.01#                    Oct 01, 2018  
  
2332 MAJOR E.J.G HOLLAND V.C ROYAL CANADIAN ARMY CADETS CORPS CELEBRATE 70 YEARS  
  
Ottawa, Ont.— On November 17 former Cadets, Officer Staff, Military Brass and special invited guests will attend a 
parade and Gala commemorating this milestone. This Cadet Corps was originally formed in 1948 and in November 2018 
will have been proudly serving for 70 years.  
  
The Canadian Cadet Organization is open to all Canadian youth from 12-18. Our program promotes mental and physical 
fitness, leadership and dedication to become responsible and contributing members of our society.  
  
Cadets of 2332 RCACC have annually raised funds for the Veterans and they continually stand 100 strong on 
Remembrance Day to honour those who fought for our freedoms.  
 
Within the Cadet program, our cadets have participated in competitions for Band, Orienteering, Marksmanship and Drill. 
They have consistently placed in the top teams every year. Our cadets have been chosen to attend international 
expeditions to Iceland and Chile.  
 
The Cadets have also made a positive impact in the local community and to veterans by canvasing the streets in search 
of assisting homeless veterans with their relocation to safe locations where they can receive assistance.  
  
As the Commanding Officer of 2332 RCACC, Major Debra Parsons, has stated, “I strongly believe in the Cadet Program, 
and the significant contribution that 2332 Army Cadet Corps has made to the local community.”  
  
Entertainment/HOSPITALITY MEALS – update Angele Guy  
 
Lolacher’s has advised me that for future catered meal we will be charged for a minimum of 50 people. Historically, we 
normally have approximately 40 guests which puts Lolacher’s services outside of our reach for Friday night meals. 
However, we are still reserving their services for our Remembrance dinner and New Year’s Eve party.   
   
FUTURE EVENTS:  
  
November 24 – Craft Show for a Hospitality Fundraiser for the kitchen upgrades. We have 20 tables for rent for the day 
at $40.00 each + $10.00 if they need an electric outlet. Food will be available for $5.00 and $7.00 and Coffee/Tea for 
$1.00. As of today, there is only 1 table left to rent so it is going well.  
Example: kitchen, three pans electric stainless steel hot food warmer buffet server bain marie with spit proof.  
  
Please visit our web site at www.rcl.641.ca for meals, entertainment and future events. 
  
Honours /Awards & Special Recognition (HA&SR) Committee – update Ed Schelenz  
  
Comrades: The following comrades were nominated by Comrade Angele Guy for Certificates of Appreciation and Merit 
for their “exceptional dedication to the well-being of Branch 641 by consistently volunteering their time to hospitality  
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events.” They were awarded their certificates at our General Meeting on October 16, 2018. Well done and thanks from all 
your comrades. 
  
NAME OF RECIPIENT AND AWARD    
 
Cecile Leduc  Appreciation  
John Kuiack  Appreciation  
Marie Lavitt  Appreciation 
Phil Totten  Appreciation 
Janice Curling  Appreciation  

Gail Prevost  Merit 
Joyce Barr  Merit 
Astrid Laframboise  Merit 
Sonia Martin  Merit 

   
The committee encourages all comrades to identify and provide a recommendation to the HA&SR committee of persons 
or organizations they feel are deserving of recognition. We ask that you look into the requirements for the award you are 
recommending and ensure that the member you are recommending meets those requirements. Please provide any 
recommendation in writing. Point form is acceptable.  
  
BRANCH/VETERAN SERVICE OFFICER update – Victor Chan  
 
In the latest September/October Legion magazine, an editorial on “Hearing-loss Aid Improved” stated that hearing loss 
and tinnitus are common disabilities among veterans. Continued exposure to loud noises such as field guns, small arms 
firing, ships’ machinery spaces, needle guns, hand grinders, aircraft engines etc. have had a bearing on soldier’s, sailor’s 
and air-personnel’s delicate ears.  The article also said that according to a report in Military Medical Research that nearly 
all who served in the military ”will be exposed to hazardous noise levels at some point in their career.” The degree of 
loudness and the length of exposure are critical to the causes of hearing loss. 
 
Prior to February 23 2018, partial entitlement was awarded by VAC when the hearing disability was a result of both 
service-related and non-service-related factors. Now, full entitlement for disability benefits can be awarded if hearing loss 
greater than 25 decibels was documented by an audiogram during service or at the time of discharge and/or if service is 
reasonably found to be the initiating factor that caused it. Therefore, it is now expected that some veterans who are 
already receiving partial hearing loss benefits/ entitlement may be able to receive an increased benefit. 
 
This change to the policy is a step in the right direction. Recent changes to the Veterans Wellbeing Act (VWA) suggest 
that Government is listening more to its Veterans. The Honourable Seamus O'Regan, Minister of Veterans Affairs and 
Associate Minister of National Defence, in his keynote address at the Opening Ceremony during the Winnipeg 2018 
Dominion Convention, reflected upon the importance of the work by the Legion in helping set Veteran-related policy 
across the country.  
 
If you are receiving a partial entitlement please see me to fill out the Green form (i.e. Claim Application Form). The form 
along with a copy of your current audiogram will be forwarded to our Ontario Service Officer, Patricia Royle, to further 
your application for additional benefits on hearing loss and/or tinnitus that you may be eligible for.  
 

 
 
October 13 was a cool Saturday morning when a group of 
volunteers came out to clean up Fallowfield Road to help keep our 
city clean. We managed to fill almost a full pick up truck with bags of 
garbage. We celebrated our efforts back at the branch with a pizza 
lunch. Well done everyone! Hope to see you all back in the spring. 
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In Our Community 
 
Pictured right is Comrade Kathy Johnston as she presented $500 to Lino 
Di Julio, founder of the Road 2 Recovery/Ruck 2 Remember on behalf of 
our branch for to the Ruck 2 Remember. Ruck 2 Remember is an 
organization that serves as a tribute and support to those who have 
served as a front-line responder or military in the present, past, and 
future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured below are Doug and Pam Champagne. Shortly after this photo was taken on September 30, 
Doug was inducted in the Ottawa Valley Country Music Hall of Fame. This recognition is well 
deserved and acknowledges Doug’s years of song writing and performing. Together with Pam, they 
have raised thousands of dollars for individuals, charitable organizations and many deserving 
causes. They perform at Legions in Ontario, the Maritimes and New York State where they are 
welcomed with open arms and sold-out shows. Doug and Pam have been very strong supporters of 
the Barrhaven Legion since we first opened our doors on Cedarview Drive.  

 
We at the Barrhaven Legion are thrilled for Doug and send 
our heart-felt congratulations! 
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General Meetings 
 

All Members are welcome – and encouraged – to attend our monthly General Meetings. These 
are held at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of the month, except during the months of July and 

August, when we take a brief summer break.  
 

The next General Meeting is November 20, 2018.  
 

 

Executive Branch Officers 2017-2019 
Bert Boehme President 613-825-4146 nandaboehm@sympatico.ca 
Ed Schelenz Immediate Past President, 

Honours and Awards 
613-843-1088 
613-371-6634 

edschelenz@rogers.com 

Stéphane Guy 1st Vice-President 613-797-7021 stguy35@hotmail.com 
Ernie Hughes 2nd Vice President, Long 

Range Planning 
613-825-2496 
613-850-9488 

majorefhughes@rogers.com 

Tom Lamb  3rd Vice-President 613-825-4957  w_tom_lamb@sympatico.ca 
Martha Walsh Recording Secretary 613-523-3798 martha@ckcufm.com 
Kathy Johnston Office Administrator  613-828-2314 weasle1@rogers.com 
Jim Duff Treasurer 613-825-4086  rcl641.treas@hotmail.com 
Serge Peters  Sergeant at Arms  613-558-2380  641rclsergeant@gmail.com 
David Cole Chairman and Constitution & 

Laws 
613-858-3845  dm58.cole@gmail.com 

Ray Desjardins  Chaplain and Hospital Visits  613-825-2318 rayd.641@sympatico.ca 
    

Other Members of the Executive Committee 2017-2019 
Kevin Whale Bar Officer 613-581-3828 
Dwayne Hordij Branch Historian 613-793-0123 
Amanda Fuchs Cadets and Scouts 613-496-0282 
Gus Este  Community Liaison  613-825-1168 
Angele Guy  Entertainment, Hospitality and Special Events 613-797-7029 
Danny Desmarais Finance 613-823-5439 
Vacant  Grants and Assistance  
Tom Lamb Housing 613-825-4957 
Bill Hillier Legion Seniors  613-422-8375 
David St Amand Membership Chairman  613-825-7310 
Stéphane Guy  Poppy Chairman 613-797-7021 
Ross Stephen Poppy Trust Fund 613-825-4108 
Debi Sereda Public Relations Officer, Scrapbook, Website and 

Bulletin Editor 
613-823-1716  

Jan Kent Scrapbook Editor 613-322-5723 
Scott Helman Special Ambassador 613-298-4083 
Jackie Fuchs  Sports/Track and Field Chairman 613-496-0282 
Victor Chan Veterans Service, Branch Service Officer, 

Leadership and Development  
613-825-8269 

Linda Crawford Youth Education and Bursary - 
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We Love Our Volunteers! 
 
Branch 641 and the hospitality crew would like to recognize 
the exceptional dedication of some of our members to the 
well-being of our branch. They have consistently 
volunteered their time and efforts to our various hospitality 
events including our Friday night meals.  
 
With their support, the quality of our events has had a direct 
and positive impact on our popularity and weekly 
attendance.  
  
From left to right: Marie Lavitt, Sonia Martin, Janice Curling, 
Astrid Laframboise, Gail Prevost, Phil Totten and Angele 
Guy 
 
Pictured below president Bert Boehme and Angele Guy with Cecile Leduc, Joyce Barr and John 
Kuiack,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2017-2018 Scrapbook 
 
Angele Guy has worked very hard over the past three 
years to capture the history of our branch in a 
scrapbook. Pictured here you can see Angele 
presenting her final scrapbook to president Bert 
Boehme. 
 
Jan Kent took over as our new scrapbook editor 
effective June 2018.  
 
The scrapbook is on display at the branch so make 
sure you stop by and have a look at Angele’s 
creativity!  
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Notes from the Editor 
Debi Sereda 
 
We are now entering the most important time of our Legion’s year, the annual Poppy 
Campaign. Between now and November 10 is the time we have to raise money that  
supports our Veterans, youth and deserving organizations in our community. In 2017, we  
raised $60,000 from poppy donations and you can see from Ross Stephen’s report on page 6 how this was 
spent. We have 625 members and we need you to support your branch by taking a shift to distribute 
poppies at our local stores. If shifts are not filled, we can’t collect donations and this directly affects how we 
can support our Veterans. Please, sign up NOW for a shift and help us with this crucial fundraiser for 
our branch. 
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 
 


