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The President’s Message  
 
Comrades: 
 
Our Poppy Campaign has achieved great 
success, all thanks to our dedicated volunteers, 
members, and cadets as well as the generous 
support of the Barrhaven community. 

 
Furthermore, the Veterans’ Dinner with our guest speaker  
Lft. Gen (Ret’d) Walter Semainiw was an enjoyable evening 
marked with great food, décor and entertainment from Wayne 
Irschick on the piano, and the Highland Dancers and Piper from 
the 75/742 Music Program. 
 
The Barrhaven Remembrance Ceremony was held on November 
11th, at John McCrae, provided a solemn occasion for us to pay 
tribute to the sacrifices of our brave service personnel of the 
Canadian Armed Forces and Royal Canadian Mounted Police, 
both past and present, who have dedicated their lives to 
safeguarding our Canadian values and freedoms. Receptions 
were held at the Walter Baker Centre as well as the Branch 641 
Valour Hall. 
 
It's been a busy few weeks. This past weekend we were able to 
wind down with some celebration on November 19. We enjoyed a well attended 110 Grey Cup 
party, with great food and prizes, at the branch watching Montreal Allouettes vs the Winnipeg Blue 
Bombers. Of course, enjoying it in the company of our fellow comrades watching it on our new 85” 
tv in Valour Hall made it that much better. 
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I want to express my heartfelt gratitude for the unwavering support and dedication of our 
members. Let us remain resolute in our commitment to honoring and preserving the memory of 
our Veterans. 
 
“Lest we forget” 
Lyle Brennan, CD, President  
 
 
 

Funds Raised During the 2023 Poppy Campaign 
 
Here’s a summary (as of November 16, 2023) of our fundraising for the 10 days of the 2023 
Poppy Campaign. Well done everyone. Of particular interest is how many donations were made 
using the tap option. Thanks to all our volunteers who made this all possible. 
 
Costco $12,882.50 
Metro $4,381.10 
Loblaws $5,178.45 
Your Independent Grocers $3,695.35 
Walmart $5,406.80 
Farm Boy $7,150.80 
Store Route #1 $1,931.25 
Store Route #2 $2,089.65 
Store Route #3 $1,954.50 
Store Route #4 $1,690.60 
Store Route #5 $2,346.40 
Store Route #6 $1,902.25 
Store Route #7 $2,345.65 
Cadets $8,501.80 
Miscellaneous donations $924.10 
Wreath sales $2,680.00 
School donations $1,647.67 
RCMP donations $765.50 
Tap donations $13,136.00 
 $80,610.37 
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John McDonald, Ret’d Ottawa Police Officer (1921-2023) 
 
Peacefully, at St. Patrick's Home, on Sunday, October 29, 2023 in his 92nd 
year. Beloved husband, for 68 years, of the late Geraldine (née Darwin) (2022). 
Dear father of Steven (Judy), Douglas (Karin), Kathryn (John) and Margo (Rick). 
Proud and cherished grandpa of Stephanie, Sarah, Julie, Bryan, Steven, 
Jessica, William, James, Michael and great-grandpa of Madeleine, Coleman, 
Henryk, Madison, Henry, Emma and Ari.  
 
Our condolences to John’s family. 
 

Mary Orser (1946-2023) 
Mary Catherine Orser (nee McNally) passed away peacefully due to 
complications from dementia on October 20, 2023, with family by her side. 
Loving wife of Dale Fredrick Orser for 57 years, mother of Hannah and 
Patrick Orser. Pre-deceased by her father John E McNally and mother 
Teresa McNally and brother John E McNally. Cherished sister of Eleanor 
Andress and brother-in-law Doug Andress. Lovingly remembered by her 
nieces and nephews John, Catherine and Christine and all great nieces 
and nephews. 
 
Our condolences to Mary’s family. 

 
 

Diane Balys 
 
In remembrance of Diane Balys (Radley), who departed this world on 
November 12, 2023. Born on February 18, 1942, Diane was the beloved wife 
of Henry Balys and the loving mother of Jeff Balys, Theresa Bertuzzi (Danny), 
and Richard Balys (Cindy).  Diane will also be missed by her brothers and 
sisters, as well as her many friends.  
  
Diane’s heart overflowed with love for her grandchildren, Anthony, Samantha, 
Bryson, Benny, Talor, Jacob, and Michaela, who were the lights of her life. She 
now joins her parents, beloved sister Carol, and other departed loved ones in heaven. 
 
Our condolences to Diane’s family. 
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2023 Poppy Campaign and Remembrance Activities 
 
Our 2023 Poppy Campaign was once again a huge success. Thanks to all our volunteers who filled 
all but two shifts in the stores in our community. And thank you to everyone who donated to the 
campaign. Every dollar counts towards helping us to support Veterans and their families, as well as 
youth in our community.   
 
If you are a member of our Facebook Page, you will 
be able to see some of our volunteers, hard at work 
at the stores in Barrhaven.  
 
Our Remembrance Day parade and ceremony were 
attended by more people than we have seen for 
many years – maybe because November 11 was a 
Saturday? Our cadets provided excellent music for 
the ceremony and, as always, the students of John 
McCrae decorated the memorial with their beautiful 
ceramic poppies.  

 
One of the members of our Colour Guard, Terry 
Claessen, shared a personal moment that took 
place during the wreath placing. “The Korean 
Veteran who was to lay the wreath took a 
detour. He had marched in front of the Colour 
party and looked us straight in the eyes and 
snapped a smart salute all the way along the 
flags on his way to lay his wreath. This 
unexpected salute caught me off guard and 
made me very emotional. I felt his pride in his 
country and his service. It was a very touching 
tribute.” Thanks Terry.  

 
Following the ceremony, members 
returned to the branch where our 
Hospitality team and many volunteers 
provided a huge buffet lunch for our 
guests.  
 
Legion Remembrance programs 
commemorate the men and women who 
died in the military service of Canada 
during war and peace.  
 

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
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Funds raised during the Poppy Campaign are also used for the following. 

• Educational Bursaries 

• Comforts for Veteran in hospital or hospitalized Veterans 

• Community medical appliances 

• Medical research 

• Medical training 

• Donations for disaster relief for disasters declared by Federal and Provincial Governments 

• Expenses of the Branch Veteran Services Chairman 

• Prizes for the annual Remembrance Day Poster and Literary (Poem and Essay) Contests 

• Legion service bureau offices 

Any ex-serviceman or woman or dependent is eligible to apply for financial aid from the poppy, 
whether they are Legion members, or not. 

After expenses, such as the cost of poppies, wreaths and other supplies are deducted, all 
remaining moneys are placed in trust to be used on those purposes authorized in the General By-
laws of The Royal Canadian Legion. Campaign expenses are generally low, because most of the 
work is voluntary. 

The Legion's constitution stresses that poppy funds must be held in trust. They are held in a bank 
account separate from that of the branch general funds and cannot be used for any purpose other 
than those stipulated. 

Here’s what was raised during our Poppy Campaign. As outlined above, all of the funds raised 
during the campaign go back into our community. 

 
 

Another Fundraiser at 641 
 
More than 60 people came to the branch on 
Sunday, November 19, to watch the 110th 
Grey Cup. We were excited to show off our 
new big screen TV in Valour Hall and it was a 
big hit. We had great food provided by Angele 
and Nina Guy – hot dogs, grilled cheese 
sandwiches and soup were served – and they 
sold out!  
 
Thanks to Dave Sereda and Joe and Michelle 
Guitard for organizing this fun evening at the 
branch. As always, our suppliers provided some great prizes for the raffles and a fun evening was 
had by all, while raising $140 for the Barrhaven Food Cupboard. 
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Branch 641 Poppy Campaign 
 
The poppy campaign is now over and other than a timing issue during the ceremony, it was a 
resounding success. At the time that this report was submitted, we still had some donations to 
count but overall, we are on track to match or exceed last year’s donations. 
 
I would like to personally thank all of the volunteers and that are too many to name but truly made 
this year’s campaign a true success. I was really pleased that when I requested volunteers to fill 
empty positions, I actually received more names than the number of positions, which is mark of 
dedications from our members. I was also please to see many members that participated for the 
first time to the campaign by taking shifts. I hope that they had a positive experience and that they 
will participate in future years. 
 
The thanks extend to all volunteers that held leadership positions, the hospitality crew for serving 
an excellent meal, at the Veteran Dinner, the volunteers including the cadets that helped with the 
ceremony and all bartenders that were on hand for both the Veteran Dinner and Nov 11. 
 
Stephane Guy  
Poppy Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donation from a Local School 
 
Children from a Barrhaven school, Monsignor Paul 
Baxter School, made these beautiful poppies.  

Here’s what program administrator Patti Vaisanen 
told us about their fundraising project. “We have 13 
kindergarten children and 43 school-age children. 
The children made two different types of Poppies 
that we then sold to our families for $2 each. The 
finished poppies had little green leaves and looked 
more complete. The older children learned basic 
hand sewing skills and the younger children created 
poppies with a simple weaving loom. 

It was a huge success, raising $80 for the Barrhaven Legion’s Poppy Campaign, and we are 
hoping to expand sales next year to the school staff.” 

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
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Executive and General Meeting Reports for November, 2023  
 
These documents are now available on our website. Please note these are shown as submitted so 
please excuse any typos. 
 
Executive Meeting Report for November, please click here. 
General Meeting Report for November, please click here. 
 

 
 

Barrhaven Legion 641 is on Facebook  
 
Want to be a part of our private Facebook group? Just go to “Barrhaven Legion 641” on 
Facebook, send us a friend request, answer the two questions* to tell us why you want to be a 
part of our private group, and join in the conversation. 
 
*If you don’t answer the questions, your request won’t be approved.  
 
This is a private, members-only group. 

 
 

 

 

Reservations for Friday Night Dinners  

and Special Events 

 

Barrhaven Legion Branch 641 
 

Dinner served from 6-7 p.m. 
Members: $25    Non-members $30 

 
For reservations, please contact Ken 

Phone 613-795-2127 or Email br641reservation@gmail.com 
 

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
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Let Us Know  
 
When a comrade or family member passes away, it’s important that you let our chaplain, Margo 
Whittaker, know. She can then put several things into motion such as advising the president and 
our executive, connecting with the family, arranging for colour parties and Legion services – all of 
which fulfill our role to each other as a Legion family. When comrades are ill or pass and we don’t 
know, we can’t support the member or their family in their time of need.  
 
If a comrade becomes ill, please let our Hospital Visits Chair, Louise Laflamme, know so that she 
can contact them or the family and arrange a visit. Members love seeing a friendly face when they 
are sick, especially if they don’t have many family members in town. 
 
Reverend Margo Whittaker     Louise Laflamme 
Chaplain       Hospital Visits Chair 
margo.l.whittaker@gmail.com    llouisellaflamme1@bell.net 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Barrhaven Legion Memorial Bricks 
 
If you would like to be a part of the past, present and the future of the Barrhaven 
Legion, purchase a Memorial Brick. Your brick will be engraved with your name and 
it will be mounted on our Memorial Wall in Valour Hall. 
 
Bricks are available in three denominations: 
 

Copper $250   Silver $500   Gold $1,000 
 
Purchasing a Memorial Brick is also a great way to honour a family member or 
friend. For more information, please contact Debi Sereda by email at 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
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 2022/2023 Branch 641 Executive Team 

 

Position Chair Position  Chair 

President Lyle Brennan Honours and Awards Ed Schelenz 

Immediate Past President Ed Schelenz Hospitality/Entertainment Angele Guy 

1st Vice President  Mike Harrietha Housing Dave Cole 

2nd Vice President Bert Boehme 
Leadership and 
Development 

Bert Boehme 

3rd Vice President Angele Guy Legion Seniors Richard Lynn 

Chairman Dave Cole Long Range Planning Stephane Guy 

Treasurer Diane Craig Membership David St Amand 

Secretary Pam Hall Poppy Campaign Stephane Guy 

Sergeant at Arms Paul Leadston Poppy Trust Fund Bert Boehme 

Bar Officer Dave Sereda 
Public Relations (Website, 
Newsletter) 

Debi Sereda 

Cadets Patrick Makinson Sports/Track and Field Joe Guitard 

Community Liaison  Dave Sereda Veterans’ Service Officer Anne Cole 

Constitution and Laws Stephane Guy Ways and Means Anne Cole 

Finance Officer Bert Boehme Youth Education/Bursary 
Carol-Anne 
Marleau 

Grants and Assistance Richard Lynn   

Non-Executive 

Bar Manager 
Carol-Anne 
Marleau 

Golf Tournament Jennifer Read 

Bingo Team Co-ordinator Ed Schelenz Hall Rental Cathy Pearen 

Chaplain for Legion 
Tributes 

Reverend Margo 
Whittaker 

Hospital Visits  
Co-ordinator 

Louise Laflamme 

Finance Review 
Committee 

William Read, 
Lorette Ellis, Kim 
Krueger 

Housing Assistant Tom Lamb 

 
E-mail: rcl641@bellnet.ca 

October 2023 
 

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca


 
 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 641 Barrhaven, 3A-3500 Fallowfield Road, Ottawa K2J 4A7    

Call us: 613-843-8691 | Email us: rcl641@bellnet.ca | Visit us: www.rcl641.ca |        Barrhaven Legion 641 

This and all past issues of The Advance can be viewed at: http://www.rcl641.ca/advance.html 
 
Page 10 of 16 

Membership Update 
 

Membership Total for November:  734 active accounts (2022 – 718) 
 
New Members: 6  Transfer in:  6   Transfer out: 2  
Resigned: 0    Re-instated: 0  Deceased Members: 3 
 
This will be my last year as Membership Chair. After so many years in this position, it’s time to 
pass on the job to someone new. I will finish my term that runs till the end of May. In the interim, I 
will train the new person and have them ready to take the reins on the 1st of June. If you are 
interested in becoming Membership Chair, you need to talk our President Lyle Brennan. 
 
Dave St Amand, Membership Chair 
 
 
 

 
Celebrating a Milestone Birthday! 
 
On November 19, Hartland Mulcahy celebrated his 100th birthday at the Barrhaven Legion. 
President Lyle Brennan presented Hartland with a Veteran’s hat and he also received certificates 
from the Mayor of Ottawa, our Prime Minister, MP and Veterans Affairs Canada.   

 
Hartland was a merchant marine and was part of 
two invasions, as he was involved in North Africa 
and DDay, as well as the Battle of the Atlantic. 
 
Happy 100th birthday Hartland from all of us at 
the Barrhaven 
Legion!  
 
Photos and article 
submitted by Lorna 
MacIsaac. 
 
 

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
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Branch 641 Presentations and In the Community 

Raffle for the Barrhaven Food Cupboard 
 
Congratulations to Roly Brazeau who won a pair of tickets to the September 30 Ottawa RedBlacks 
game. $107 was raised through the raffle of the tickets for the Barrhaven Food Cupboard. 
 
 
Cleaning the Capital – September 30, 2023 
 
It was another good weather day on 
September 30 for Cleaning the Capital. 
Fifteen volunteers came out and collected 
20 bags of garbage. 
 
Thanks to everyone who volunteered. Doing 
this twice a year helps keep “our” section of 
Fallowfield Road clean, and makes it easier 
for the next time. 
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone back 
out in the Spring for the Cleaning the Capital 
2024. 
 
Jennifer Read 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
On October 2, Branch 641 presented the 
Perley Health Foundation with a cheque for 
$20,000. 
 
Pictured left: Richard Lynn, Angele Guy, 
Delphine Haslé, Executive Director, Perley 
Health Foundation Norbert Boehme, Louise 
Mercier, Chair Perley Health Foundation 
 
 

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
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Chili Contest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

On October 2, 2023, Barrhaven Lions President 
Marilyn Southall presented Branch 641 President Lyle 

Brennan with a cheque for $4,000 

On October 2, 2023, Branch 641 President Lyle Brennan 
presented Gord Crumpler of the Barrhaven Food 
Cupboard with a cheque for $5,000. 

Jennifer Read’s chili was chosen as the big winner at the 
chili contest which was held on Sunday, October 1. 

 
Shown left, Jennifer receives her certificate from Hospitality 

Chair Angele Guy. 

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
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Veteran’s Dinner  

 
Seventy-three guests attended the 2023 Veteran’s Dinner on November 4. Of special note, of the 
73 guests in attendance, 64 were Veterans. 
 
Our amazing Hospitality team 
planned, cooked, served and 
cleaned up after a delicious 
roast beef dinner with all the 
fixings. Cadets helped serve 
the meal and guests were 
entertained by the Highland 
Dancing and Pipes and Drum 
from the 75 and 742 Air Cadet 
Squadrons. (The dancers, led 
by LCol Lambert, the Highland 
Dancing team Supervisor, 
were part of the Highland 
Dancing team while the piper 
was from the Pipes and Drum and both are part of a combined band from both the 75 and 742 Air 
Cadet Squadrons.) 
 
As always, a table for one was prepared, representing the Fallen Comrades Table, that was set off 
on its own. “It is reserved to honour our fallen comrades in arms. This symbolizes that they are with 
us, here in spirit. We should never forget the brave men and women who answered our nation’s 
call to serve and served the cause of freedom in a special way. We are ever mindful that the 
sweetness of enduring peace has always been tainted by the bitterness of personal sacrifice. We 
are compelled to never forget that while we enjoy our daily pleasures, there are others who have 
endured the agonies of pain, deprivation and death. This explains the meaning of the items on this 
special table:  
 

• The round table represents our everlasting concern for our 
fallen comrades, the tablecloth is white – symbolizing the purity 
of their motives when answering the call to duty. 

• The single red rose, displayed in a vase, reminds us of the life 
of each of our fallen comrades, and the loved ones and friends 
of these comrades who keep the faith. 

• The vase is tied with a red ribbon, symbol of our continued 
determination to remember our fallen comrades. 

• A slice of lemon on the bread plate is to remind us of the bitter 
fate of those who will never return. 

• A pinch of salt symbolizes the tears endured by the families of 
those who have sacrificed all. 

• The Holy Book represents the strength gained through faith to 

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
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sustain those lost from our country. 

• The glass is inverted, they cannot toast with us at this time.  

• The chair is empty because they are no longer with us.” 
 
Comrade Wayne Irschick provided musical entertainment throughout the evening. Our guest 
speaker was LtGen (Ret) Walter Semianiw CMM, MSC, CD. Lieutenant General Walter Semianiw 
retired from the Canadian Armed Forces in 2015, after having served almost 32 years as an 
infantry officer in the PPCLI. His last operational tour was in Afghanistan.  
 
Thanks to all our guests who attended the dinner. And of course, thanks once again to our 
Hospitality Team for hosting a very successful evening for our Veterans. 
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Branch 641 Memorial Board – We Will Remember Them 
 
One of the many ways we 
honour Branch 641 members 
who have passed is to enter 
their names into our honour 
roll, also known as the Branch 
641 Memorial Board. This 
beautifully crafted display 
case was made by one of our 
founding members Patrick 
Reilly and has been on 
display in our first branch and 
our current branch. This was 
one of the many ways he 
chose to honour his fellow 641 
comrades. 
 
The significance of this 
Memorial Board is that it was 
fashioned to resemble the 
pages contained in the Books 
of Remembrance which can 
be found in the Memorial 
Chamber in the Peace Tower 
on Parliament Hill. The 
eight Books of 
Remembrance contain the 
names of more than 120,000 
Canadians who have given 
their lives in the service of our 
country. 
 
Since we opened our doors in 
2006, we have recorded the 
names of 85 members on the 
Memorial Board.  
 
Names with a poppy beside 
them indicate that this member was a serving member or a Veteran. Names in blue denote a 
Branch 641 Life Member.  
 
Next time you are in the branch, have a look at the board which you will find as you enter the 
branch. Thanks to Dave Cole for spearheading the update to our Memorial Board. 

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
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Notes from the Editor 
Debi Sereda 
 
November was a very busy month at Branch 641 with the annual Poppy Campaign 
And events that surrounded this important fundraiser. Volunteers dropped off  
donation boxes, counted money, picked up poppies and merchandise to deliver to locations 
around Barrhaven, Hospitality teams prepped, cooked and served meals as well as business as 
usual at the branch. None of this happened without hard work and detailed planning and thanks 
go to Stephane Guy who ran an excellent campaign this year and all the volunteers who co-
ordinated the traplines and stores, counted money and sat at stores in three-hour shifts. Almost 
all the spots were filled this year and this helped us raise a good amount of money which goes 
back into our community. Thank you all. 
 
Enjoy your branch. Volunteer if you can. Stay safe. 
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
mailto:debi.foxhill@gmail.com

