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This marks the end of the first year of your Executive's two-year term in office.  
I would like to thank all the Executive for their support and their hard work and 
dedication. Their efforts have ensured the success of our branch. We are financially  
sound, have a very healthy membership level, are moving to upgrade and update our  
club house, are addressing future club house needs, and have served our membership, 
community and veterans in an outstanding manner through direct and monetary support.  
 
It has been a busy and productive year. Without listing all our accomplishments, let me highlight 
several noteworthy items – major repairs to our facility have been completed, including 
refrigeration unit, HVAC unit, carpets, and more to come; we held an Open House for community; 
our military historic display was renewed and updated; a Vimy Tree dedication ceremony was 
held; we enjoyed great Poppy Campaign and remembrance activities, including Poster and 
Literary contests for youth in our community were undertaken; significant number and monetary 
amounts were donated in support of veterans, cadets, and community; we supported veteran 
dependents in need with numerous bursaries; we ran a very successful sports program, including 
hosting several Zone events; we had well-attended Friday night dinner/dances and numerous 
other hospitality events; our community cenotaph project is moving forward; we supported the 
Cleaning the Capital initiative by the cleaning of Fallowfield Road; we maintained a great and 
profitable bar; we helped our Veterans in local retirement residences and at the Rideau-Perley; 
we visited various community support groups and hospitals; we updated administrative 
procedures and regulations; and many more projects and initiatives. To all those involved – a 
sincere thank you. 
 
More recently, on April 21-22, 2018 the District Convention was held in Cornwall Legion 297, 
where our branch was well represented. The Convention was well attended by all the District 
branches. A lot of business was undertaken during the convention; but, of special interest were 
the updates from all the other branches in our District. Of note, our branch’s resolution to permit 
electronic voting by the Executive Committee was endorsed and will be moved forward to the 
Provincial level. For more information on this and other Conventions, I refer you to the various 
Legion websites for more information.  
 
I would also like to mention that at the District Convention, our Branch was awarded the Ken 
Sorrenti Award for having the largest percentage increase in members for Branches of 600 and 
more members for 2018.  Congratulations goes to everyone for making this branch the success it 
is; but, a special congratulation goes to Cmrd Dave St Amand for his excellent work as 
Membership chair. His dedicated work helped ensure we won the award.  
 
 
 

Continued on page 15 
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Bert Boehme 

This and all past issues of The Advance  can be viewed at: http://www.rcl641.ca/advance.html 
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My thoughts about something we seem to be doing, consciously or unconsciously,  
and that is that we are not respecting our past. More and more we slip away from  
our Rituals and Protocols as Veterans and Legionnaires. The most obvious of  
these are our flag ritual, i.e., we should have half-masted on Vimy Ridge Day,  
Battle of the Atlantic Sunday and VE day just in April/May. What an insult to those  
who fought and those who paid the supreme sacrifice. I remember speaking to many WWI and 
WWII Veterans and their greatest concern was that when they were gone no one would remember 
them.  Well, it appears that’s the case – they were right – somehow its not important anymore.  
Shame on us, we say “We will remember them” and at the very day we should we simply don’t do it!  
The question is Why? 
 
Another area we seem to have forgotten is when we are doing ceremonies. We have a Ritual 
Awards and Protocol Manual and a Chaplain’s Manual. When we are organizing any kind of 
dedication and/or special ceremony the way we are to do these events are in the Manual. We don’t 
make them up – who prepares the order of service, etc., are clearly laid out. The reason is the need 
to do it – right?  We are not a local service club; we are a Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion and 
responsible to ensure that all appropriate protocols are adhered to. Again, the question is why? I 
can tell you one thing. If we want to attract and hold members who are New Veterans, this is not the 
example we should set or the message we should be sending out. Our World War II, Korea, and 
early Peacekeeping Veterans are aging out. The very least we can do is to honour and respect their 
service and sacrifice – that is the oath we attest to. It’s time we showed them that we really do 
respect them. Then take the opportunity by our example to make sure it happens. 
 
And please, ritual and ceremony are important, and that’s why we have them. We should plan to do 
it properly on every possible occasion. Lest We Forget. 
 
God Bless 
 
R.E. (Ray) Desjardins  
Branch 641 Chaplain 
 
 
 
  

 

��������������
May 2018  
 

Ray Desjardins 
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Highlights of Reports from Chairs for the Month of May Meetings  
 
Membership  
 
At the end of 2017, our membership total officially peaked at 609. When you subtract the 58 who have not renewed, our 
total drops to 551. There are even less when you deduct the few who transferred out of our Branch. Therefore, over the 
past year we've been able to attract more than 30 new members and/or transfers to the branch. 
 
We've enjoyed a few membership highlights over this past year. Congratulations to all these members of Branch 641 
who earned a significant award: 
 
Butch Whitlaw  55 year pin 
Ernie Hughes  50 year medal 
Alf Cassidy  50 year medal 
Jim Duff  Life award 
Doug Brunton  45 year pin 
Keith Connors  40 year pin 
Brian Hassal  40 year pin 
John Kirk  40 year pin 

Ian Newman  40 year pin 
David Roy  40 year pin 
Beatrice Cormier 40 year pin 
Lynne Brown  35 year pin 
Gus Este  30 year pin 
Marg Peckitt  30 year pin 
Don Phair  30 year pin 
Lois Vester  30 year pin 

 
The Life membership was removed as a category of membership. Instead, it is now called a Life Award. There are 
ongoing discussions regarding this award and the way payment has been implemented. There will likely be changes to 
this program in the near future. 
 
Finally, our per capita rate that we pay to Dominion Command for each membership is likely going to rise again this year. 
However, there is no intent on our part to raise your dues. For now, they will remain at $50 per year. 
 
David St Amand 
Membership Chair 
 
Poppy 
Yearly Summary  
 
The 2017 Poppy Campaign was a great success with over $62,000.00 that was raised for the Poppy Trust fund and 
approximately $3,000.00 for the general fund.   
 
The preparations for the 2018 campaign will start in July when we canvass our volunteers for key positions. From that 
point, monthly reports will be available.  
 
Stéphane Guy 
Poppy Chairman 
 
Public Relations 
 
In my role as PRO, I am involved in a number of projects, namely taking photos as requested, submitting these to the 
media, the Legion magazine when appropriate and, as the bulletin editor, sharing these photos and articles with our 
members in the newsletter.  
 
I am a member of the Barrhaven Community Cenotaph Project. In this role, I have worked with the team to prepare a 
letter and proposal to share with local businesses to raise money and sponsorships.  
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We will be submitting entries into the Legion’s scrapbook and bulletin competitions again this year. Our fingers are 
crossed for a good outcome! 
 
If anyone needs me to support their Legion event, please let me know. 
 
Debi Sereda 
Public Relations Chair 
 
Seniors Annual Report 
 
In June of last year, we held a luncheon for the Veterans for those is the various homes in our boundaries. This is an 
annual event and we will be hosting the Veterans again this year. I will keep you posted. 
 
Visits continue throughout the year at the six homes in our boundaries and 106 Veterans/seniors received Christmas 
gifts. The ladies received white fleece jackets, and the men received navy fleece jackets. 
 
Bill Hillier 
Seniors Chair   
 
Sports  
 
We have had a very successful year in sports with branch participation in each event.  
 
We are being recognized by other branches as having great sportsmanship. I have been approached by Bells Corners to 
host a fun 8 Ball tournament, which I will be planning in the new fiscal year. I have also been approached by Stittsville 
branch to host an interbranch tournament to be shared between the branches. I will follow up with more information once 
it becomes available. 
 
Our branch will be hosting Zone Washer Toss on June 9, 2018 as it finally appears there is some interest in the sport. 
We are looking forward to showing off our branch once again by hosting another successful tournament. This year alone 
we hosted District Senior Darts and Zone Euchre. I would like to thank Terry Claessen, Caroline Boily, Dwayne Hordij 
and his son Robert for all their assistance with both events. 
 
We have sent teams on to District Darts, District Cribbage and District Euchre. I would like to commend all comrades for 
their representation of our branch. Keep up the great work. 
 
In January 2019 we will be hosting Zone Darts. I am hoping that we will be able to team up with the Works and other 
vendors in our area to provide lunch for the event. The partnership with the Works proved very successful with the lunch 
during District Senior Darts and we would love to be able to continue supporting the other vendors as they support us. 
I look forward to another successful year as your Sports/Track and Field officer. I appreciate any suggestions you might 
have to make this year a productive one for all our comrades and our branch. 
 
Jackie Fuchs  
Sports/Track and Field Officer 
 
Constitution and Laws  
 
During the past year the Club House Rules and the Policy and Procedures Manual have been amended. They are 
posted in the club house for all members to see. 
 
The committee was successful in having a few motions overturned that were not in the best interest of the Legion and 
our members. The motions were not being followed and they were extended and changes were made without the proper 
authority. These anomalies have now been corrected and the Executive has been made aware that all business of the  
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legion and any expenditure must be approved by the executive and sometimes the general membership before they can 
be actioned. 
 
For your information, the Executive only has the authority to authorize expenditures (other than operation requirements) 
up to five hundred dollars ($500). Anything over five hundred dollars has to be approved by the general membership.  
 
Kathy Johnston    
 
Cadets 
 
I had the pleasure of presenting two briefings to the Army cadets just before the Easter weekend. I did a briefing for the 
senior cadets explaining to them what the legion is all about in order for me to attempt to attract more young people to 
the legion. After I finished the briefing with the senior cadets I was asked to present a briefing to the whole cadet corps 
about the importance of the battle of Vimy Ridge. Both briefings were well received, and they had a lot of questions that 
pertain to the Legion and the monument of Vimy.  
 
The month of April saw the cadets going to their area band and drill competitions. The Air cadets are headed off to 
provincials after placing first in their area competition. Their provincials are on the first weekend in June. The Sea cadet 
band also placing first in the band category is headed off to provincials for the first time in about 10 years. Their drill team 
without arms also did rather well placing third in their category.  
 
Amanda Fuchs  
Cadets and Scouts 
 
Entertainment/Hospitality/Scrapbook 
 
The Hospitality/Entertainment is doing great. Our numbers of volunteers have increased. We have noted a decrease in 
numbers of people for Friday dinners and we are trying to track down the reason.  
 
Grants and Assistance   
Donations from June 1, 2017 to date 
              
Wounded Warriors     $300.00 
Bruce Denniston Bone Marrow    $300.00 
Victims of Violence, Child Id kits    $300.00 
Metis Nation of Ontario Veterans   $200.00 
Ottawa Senators Women’s Hockey Club   $300.00 
Kidney Foundation     $200.00 
Idao-c Learning Disabilities Assoc.   $250.00 
Friends of Canadian War Museum   $100.00 
South Nepean Satellite Community Health  $700.00 
Top Shelf Ball Hockey Tournament   $750.00 
Salvation Army      $250.00 
Canadian Red Cross     $250.00 
Military Police National Motorcycle relay   $250.00 
Bruce Denniston Golf Tournament (Sept)  $250.00 
Total (Grants and Assistance)    $4400.00 
 
Mattamy Barrhaven Canadian Day   $3000.00  
 
Final total      $7400.00  
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Honours/Awards & Special Recognition (HA&SR) Commit tee 
 
The following is a list of the awards nominated and presented to our comrades over the past year: 
 
Sept 19 2017 – Certificate of Appreciation to Chris Bartraw, Branch Special Legion Award to Chris Kimball from Sobeys,  
Sovereign Medal to David Rattray. 
 
Sept 2017 – MPP Lisa MacLeod “Nepean - Carleton Canada – Ontario 150 Inspiration awards.” Comrades: Jim Duff, 
Victor Chan and Cathy Pearen. 
 
Sept 2017 – MP Chandra Arya 150th medal. Comrades, Angel Guy, Joyce Barr, Joan St. Jacques, Gaylia Lee, Sheila 
Sielatycki, John Sielatycki, Debi Sereda, Darrell Bartraw, Bill Hillier and Bert Boehme. 
 
Oct 17 2017 – Certificate of Appreciation to Comrade Patrick Makinson and to Doug Falkingham (non-member) 
 
Nov 21 2017 – Certificate of Appreciation to piper Dr. Scott McIntosh 
 
Feb 20 2018 – Life Member Award – Jim Duff 
 
April 15 2018 – Ontario Volunteer Service Awards – Chris Bartraw, Angele Guy, Stephane Guy, Dwayne Hordij, Sandra 
Maveety, Ross Stephen. 
 
The committee encourages all comrades to identify and provide a recommendation to the HA&SR committee of persons 
or organizations they feel are deserving of recognition. We ask that you look into the requirements for the award you are 
recommending and ensure that the member you are recommending meets those requirements. Please provide any 
recommendation in writing. Point form is acceptable. 
 
Ed Schelenz CD 
HA&SR Committee Chairman 
 
The Legion at War: By Dwayne Hordij, Branch 641 His torian 
 
By 1939, it was obvious to the British Empire Service League Canadian Legion that another war was quickly looming. A 
decision was made to mobilize its membership to see where it could best serve. The average age of the Legion 
members was 49 so active combat service was not likely. Two major initiatives, one a direct component of the Legion 
and a second strongly influenced by the Legion came into being. The Veterans Guard of Canada and The Canadian 
Legion War Services.    
 
In May of 1940, the Veterans Guard of Canada was formed with the support and influence of the Canadian Legion. A 
large portion of the VGC would end up being made of existing Legion members, veterans of the First World War. 
Applicants up to 50 years of age and in good health would be accepted.  
 
Organized into companies of approximately 250 men, the Veterans Guard of Canada included both active and reserve 
units. Active companies were full time and rotated across the country while reserve companies remained in their local 
communities.  At its peak strength, the VGC had 451 officers and 9806 other ranks in service.  
 
·  Their duties included local defence force and guarding of military installations/factories important to the war effort. 

This allowed for younger members of the military to be used elsewhere. 
·  Guarded Prisoner of War Camps in Canada (there were over 34,000 German POW’s held in in 25 camps across 

Canada) 
·  Most served in Canada, but companies did serve at CMHQ in London, Bahamas (33 Company) British Guyana (34 

Company) and Newfoundland.   
 
Canadian Legion War Services (CWLS) 
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Formed in 1939 as a separate body within the Canadian Legion. The CWLS became the Legions active arm amongst the 
Auxiliary Forces (YMCA,Salvation Army, Knights of Columbus and Legion). The efforts of the CWLS were not confined to 
Canada. It was recognized that these services would be required by our armed forces overseas. 
 
·  EDUCATION: The creation of correspondence courses allowed members of the armed forces to continue their 

education studies while in uniform. It also allowed them to develop new skills and vocations for a post war life. 
 
·  PERSONAL SERVICES: Set up to offer advice and guidance to new recruits in the armed forces. 
 
·  ENTERTAINMENT: The CWLS took on the development of civilian concert parties, guest speakers, musical 

programs and showing movies to the troops. 
 
·  RECREATION AND SPORTS: Created recreation huts in military centres to provide books, magazines, games and 

letter writing supplies to the troops. 
 

The current May/June 2018 issue of Legion Magazine has a small article on the Veterans Guard of Canada. 

  

Not Too Old to Serve 

Veterans of the First World War guarded prisoners in the Second World War. 

 

 

The Repatriation of “Vimy Oak” 
Saplings  

 
May 7, 2018 was a very special day for the 
Barrhaven and Manotick Legions as we planted 
a Vimy Oak Tree sapling at Claudette Cain 
Park, adjacent to Vimy Bridge. For more 
information on this moving initiative, please go 
to https://vimyoakslegacy.ca/en/vimy-oaks-
soldier/�
�
Pictured left, Branch 641 First VP, Stéphane 
Guy and Manotick Legion President Winston 
Spratt with the Vimy sapling. 
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May General Meeting – Special Presentations 
 
Josée Quenneville, Major Gifts Director of the Ottawa Regional Cancer Foundation, and Aisha 
Poitevien, Fundraising Co-ordinator, spoke to our members on how the funds donated from our 
branch were being used by the Foundation and also thanked our branch for our generous donation. 
Joe Hatz, a cancer survivor who, along with his family, experienced cancer coaching from the 
Foundation, recounted his cancer story and how the coaching helped him manage his illness. 

 
 First VP, Stéphane Guy, 

received a plaque of thanks 
from the Ottawa Regional 
Cancer Foundation. Pictured 
left to right: Stéphane Guy, 
Aisha Poitevien, Josée 
Quenneville and Joe Hatz 

First VP, Stéphane Guy, 
received a poster designed by 
Joe Hatz.  

First VP, Stéphane Guy, Presented Dave St Amand, 
Membership Chair, with the Ken Sorrenti Award for 
the largest percentage increase in members for 
branches of 600 and more members.  
 

First VP, Stéphane Guy (left) and Honours 
/Awards Chair Ed Schelenz (right), presented 
Ross Stephen (centre) with his 10-year 
Ontario Volunteer Service Award.  
 



 
 

 

  
The ADVANCE                   Page 9 

Royal Canadian Legion – Barrhaven Branch 641 
 

www. rcl641.ca 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

  
The ADVANCE                   Page 10 

Royal Canadian Legion – Barrhaven Branch 641 
 

www. rcl641.ca 
 

 
 
 
 

Cadet Corps Corner  
 
Each of our three sponsored cadet corps/squadron has been rather busy this year with their respective tasks. 
Just recently, the Royal Canadian Air Cadet 75 Squadron went to their area drill competition and placed first, 
beating out other units. They are now moving onto the provincial competition where they can show off their 
skills. The Air Cadets are also getting ready to prepare for their year-end parade which is coming up in June. 
This is a huge accomplishment for a cadet squadron that has just started up this year. The Air Cadets are 
heading to provincials on June 3, 2018 to compete after placing first in their regional competition.  

 
The Air Cadets continue to thrive – they are currently standing at 190 cadets and their training year is almost 
over. The cadets are now preparing to go to summer camp at various different training centres. Some of the 
most common training centres are: Trenton, Baggotville and Valcartier; some even go to Blackdown, which is 
a summer training camp mostly for army cadets.  

 
The Royal Canadian Sea Cadets Falkland have also been hard at work. They recently held their EOA area 
competition at the Connaught training centre. The band placed first, and their drum major also placed first. 
The cadets are now preparing to go to provincials at the end of the month. Their drill without arms team also 
did really well, placing third in the competition, but they will not be moving onto provincials.  

 
The Sea Cadets are also getting ready for their year-end parade that will be coming up in June. After the 
parade, the cadets will be preparing for their summer training. Most cadets will be going to HMCS Ontario 
which is in Kingston. Some cadets stay local and go to the Connaught training centre to do the air 
marksmanship rifle instructor course while others go to British Columbia or Nova Scotia for their training. With 
roughly 120 cadets on paper, they continue to have a strong cadet base.  
 
The Royal Canadian Army Cadets 2332 also went to the area competition in early April. They are also 
preparing for their year-end parade that will happen at the beginning of June and then the cadets will be 
attending various summer training centres. Usually it would be either locally or they will go to the training 
centre in Borden. Unfortunately, when the Army cadets went to the area competition this year they did not 
place in any category but placed third for best dress. I am sure the Army cadets will come back with force next 
year. 

 
After all the year-end parades, there will be a break in the actual cadet unit training year until September. The 
training year usually runs from September to June when their year-end parade is. Then the cadets go to 
various summer camps for different aspects of training whether it be a 2, 6, or staff course which is 8 weeks.  

 
Congratulations to all and I look forward to seeing what the 
cadets accomplish in the next training year. 
 
Amanda Fuchs  
Cadet and Scout Liaison Officer  
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Update from the 75 Barrhaven Royal Canadian Air Cad ets – 2017/2018 ����
 
“Thank you!” Those are the first two words that 75 Squadron should impart on the membership of 
Branch 641 of the Royal Canadian Legion. Your support has enabled this squadron in many ways 
and we thought it important to provide you with an update on how it has positively affected this new 
Squadron.  
 
On September 1, 2017, 75 Squadron started the year with one cadet and anticipated that another 43 
cadets had expressed an intent to eventually join the unit. We have since taken in a total of 210 
youths across three recruitment intakes, the last being in January. This confirmed that Barrhaven 
had a need for a cadet unit. Given this exceptional intake of cadets, we closed our recruitment until 
September 2018. 25 adult staff - consisting of Cadet Instructor Cadre, Regular Force, and civilian 
volunteers now lead 177 cadets, who make up the effective strength of our squadron   
 
Now that we are in Barrhaven, what are we up to?  
 
Cadets are taking the initiative to plan local activities that give back to the community, such as a food 
drive for the Barrhaven Food Cupboard and by engaging with seniors at The Court in an afternoon of 
arts and crafts. We are looking forward to more activities in the coming months to ensure that we 
have a positive impression in Barrhaven and continue to give back!  
 
Aside from citizenship activities, the cadets have also been active since September with various 
cadet related events such as: 
 
·  Drill Team 
·  Pipes and Drum Band 
·  Mil Band and Eastern 

Region Music Festival 
·  Biathlon* 
·  Marksmanship 
·  Field Training Exercises 
·  Power Flying 
·  Glider Flights 

·  Winter Field Training 
·  Archery Tag 
·  Escape Rooms for Team 

Building  
·  Cosmodome Trip to Montréal 
·  Canada Science and 

Technology Museum 
·  Overnight at the Aviation and 

Space Museum 
·  Laser Quest 

·  Ottawa 67’s Game 
·  Celebrity Serving Night at 

Boston Pizza 
·  Various Parades 
·  Remembrance Week 

Activities 
·  Poppy Campaign 

 
*75 Barrhaven was represented by FCpl Noah Gilbert at the National 
Cadet Biathlon competition in PEI 
 
And we have more activities between now and June 2018!  
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Marksmanship Investment! 
 
The Barrhaven Legion also provided a significant donation to 75 Squadron in support of the 
Squadron’s marksmanship program. On March 17, 2018, 75 Barrhaven Squadron offered to host the 
second stage of the Canadian Cadet Marksmanship Series (Zone Level). Over 120 cadets and 25  
teams (Air, Army and Navy), from all over the Ottawa Valley  
and as far as Maniwaki, QC were welcomed by 75 Squadron  
to Barrhaven.  
 
75 is proud to say that we submitted two teams to the  
competition and they placed 14th and 20th overall. For a new  
squadron, we are elated with the results and look forward to  
improving our placement in subsequent years. Given your  
generous investment towards the kitting of our two teams,  
we have no doubt that with the right “tools” for the job we will  
be able to deliver on our intent to raise our standings at future  
competitions.  
 
In Summary 
 
As a finale to our year and as a showcase of what the cadets have accomplished, 75 Barrhaven 
Squadron will be holding its first Annual Ceremonial Parade on Sunday, June 10, 2018 at 1300hrs in 
Manotick, at the Manotick Arena. The Legion is amongst the first to sponsor an annual award that 
we are looking to present for the first time to deserving cadets at this parade. The event is open to 
the public and invites will be sent to community leaders and to the Legion. For more information on 
the annual review and on the positive impact you are making, please visit our website or Facebook 
at 75aircadets.ca or facebook.com/75squadron 
 
Your continued support of youth in Barrhaven and specifically of the 75 Barrhaven Royal Canadian 
Air Cadets is certainly appreciated by all involved, after all - we are Barrhaven’s Cadet Squadron. 
 
75 – “Together we thrive”  
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May 20, 2018 Draw 
 

Congratulations to  

Cathy Hawkins  
who won $30 

Selected Card No. 21 
 
 

 
For more information, please email our rental 
manager at rcl641hallrental@gmail.com or 
call the branch at 613-843-8691 
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General Meetings 
 

All Members are welcome – and encouraged – to attend our monthly General Meetings. These 
are held at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of the month, except during the months of July and 

August, when we take a brief summer break.  
 

The next General Meeting is June 19, 2018.  
 

 
Executive Branch Officers 2017 -2019 
Bert Boehme  President  613-825-4146 nandaboehm@sympatico.ca  
Ed Schelenz Immediate Past President, 

Honours and Awards  
613-843-1088 edschelenz@rogers.com 

Stéphane Guy  1st Vice -President  613-797-7021 stguy35@hotmail.com  
Ernie Hughes 2nd Past President, Long 

Range Planning  
613-825-2496 majorefhughes@rogers.com 

Tom Lamb  3rd Vice -President  613-825-4957  w_tom_lamb@sympatico.ca  
Martha Walsh  Recording Secretary  613-523-3798 martha@ckcufm.com  
Kathy Johnston Constitution and Laws, Office 

Administrator   
613-828-2314 weasle1@rogers.com 

Jim Duff  Treasurer  613-825-4086  rcl641.treas@ hotmail.com  
Serge Peters  Sergeant at Arms  613-558-2380  641rclsergeant@gmail.com  
David Cole  Chairman  613-858-3845  dm58.cole@gmail.com  
Ray Desjardins   Chaplain/Hospital Visits  613-825-2318 rayd.641@sympatico.ca  
    

Other Members of the Executive Committee 2017 -2019 
Kevin Whale  Bar Officer  613-581-3828 
Dwayne Hordij  Branch Historian  613-793-0123 
Chantale Bolt  Bursary, Youth Education  613-608-2438 
Amanda Fuchs  Cadets and Scouts  613-496-0282 
Gus Este   Community Liaison  613-825-1168 
Angele Guy  Hospitality  613-797-7029 
Danny Desmarais  Finance  613-823-5439 
Debbie Conley   Grants and Assistance  613-823-1138 
Tom Lamb  Housing  613-825-4957 
Bill Hillier  Legion Seniors  613-422-8375 
David St Amand  Membership Chairman   613-825-7310 
Stéphane Guy  Poppy Chairman  613-797-7021 
Ross Stephen  Poppy Trust Fund  613-825-4108 
Debi Sereda  Public Relations Offi cer/Bulletin Editor  613-823-1716  
Scott Helman  Special Ambassador  613-298-4083 
Jackie Fuchs   Sports/Track and Field Chairman  613-496-0282 
Victor Chan Veterans Service, Branch Service Office r, Training 

and Organization Development  
613-825-8269 

   Jan K ent  Scrapbook Editor  613-322-5723 
Angele Guy  Entertainment and Special Events     61 3-797-7029 
 
Executive Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the first Monday of each month. 
General Meetings are held every third Tuesday at 7 p.m. from September to June.  
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President’s Message continued from page 1 
 
Our Branch, along with other service groups, were recognized by the City of Ottawa and Mayor Jim 
Watson on April 23, 2018 at a reception at City Hall held in recognition and appreciation of Ottawa 
area service clubs. Our 1st VP and myself and our spouses attended. The Mayor asked that we pass 
on his gratitude to all our volunteers for what we do to make Ottawa a better place to live. 

 
As part of MP Chandra Arya's Veteran's Advisory Council, on April 26, 2018 we had the opportunity 
to meet with the Minister of Veterans Affairs Canada, the Honourable Shamus O'Regan to discuss 
support for veterans. The meeting was productive and provided the opportunity for us to highlight 
several issues facing Veterans and to become better informed of the Government's plan to put in 
place a pension for life for injured Veterans by April 1, 2019. 
 
May 7, 2018 also marked a significant occasion, were our Branch, together with the Manotick Legion 
Branch, held a dedication ceremony in honour of those that gave their lives during the Battle of Vimy 
Ridge in WWI by planting two Vimy Oak Trees at Claudette Cain Park adjacent to the Vimy Memorial 
Bridge. A reception was held at the Manotick Legion following the ceremony. A dedication plaque will 
be placed at the tree at a later date. To all those that attended, thank you for your support.  
 
Your Executive continues to work on your behalf to make your Legion a place you can enjoy and an 
organization that supports our Veterans and makes a difference in our community. If you are 
interested in becoming more involved, please let me know. 
 
As always, there are many entertainment events planned for the coming months. I would encourage 
you all to come out and enjoy your Legion. 
 
Bert Boehme, President 
Supporting Veterans and Community  
 

 
 
 

 
On Saturday May 5, a group of 16 volunteers 
came with gloves and bags in hand to clean 
up the garbage on Fallowfield Road between 
Greenbank Road and Woodroffe Avenue.  
After two hours, we managed to collect 
approximately 30 bags as well as the odd sign 
and hubcap!  All the great group of volunteers 
were rewarded afterward at the branch with a 
pizza pie lunch.  
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Debi Sereda 
 
Our branch is run solely by volunteers who generously donate their time and energy 
to our branch. Often, you see the same friendly faces helping out in many different  
ways. They love to give back to their community and support our Veterans.  
 
But we always have room, and jobs, for more volunteers. If you have some spare time and would 
like to help, just speak to one of our executive members or one of our bartenders. They will point 
you in the right direction.  
 
Enjoy your summer. Be safe. Volunteer! 
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 
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