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The President’s Message  
 

Comrades: 
 
At the close of our February 21 meeting, we 
will begin the start of nominating procedures 
for our upcoming election of a new executive, 
which will be held on April 18, 2023. Linda 
Laframboise, our election chairperson, and 
her committee members Michelle Guitard and 

Jeff Perrault, briefed us on the upcoming nomination and election 
process. This is a great time for the executive to think about the 
upcoming nominations and elections for the executive. If you are 
satisfied being on the executive, please consider running again 
and if you have interest in running for a VP or president position, 
please consider doing so. It is also a time for comrades who have 
not served on the executive to consider stepping up.  
 
For more information on the elections, please consult “The Royal Canadian Legion Barrhaven 
Branch 641 Policy and Procedure Manual.”  
 
Here is a quote from the manual. “Remember. If you don’t participate or vote don’t complain 
about how your branch is run. Talk to your comrades and select the right people to operate our 
branch. This is not a personality contest it is who best can run our branch for us.”  
 
On another note, we have had some people attend our functions who have been abusive towards 
our volunteers with abusive language and threatening manner. We welcome everyone to our 
branch and hope they enjoy it like the rest of us, but we will not tolerate abusive behaviour and 
those who insist on using it will be asked to leave. Remember it is our volunteers who make our 
branch what it is. 
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Thank you everyone for your support. Enjoy your Legion. Keep volunteering. 
 
Ed Schelenz, CD 
President RCL Br. 641 Barrhaven 
Cell: 613-415-2708  Email: edschelenz@rogers.com  
“Volunteers make it work" 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Rosette Ghanem (1938-2023)  

 
Beloved mother of Lina (Christopher Assad), Marcelle (Antoine El-
Chakieh), George (Sylvie Brabant), Micheline (Michael Brown); caring 
grandmother of Michael, Katya, Layla, Roger, Diyala, Rami, Katherine, 
Michel, Emma, Jenna and Tabitha; loving great-grandmother to 
Gabriel, Antoine, Charbel, Nicholas, Rabiha and Gabriel. She will also 
be missed by her loving friends The Zoomers, in her card group and 
her comrades at the Legion. 
 
Our condolences to Rosette’s family. 
 
 
 
 
 

Let Us Know  
 
When a comrade or family member becomes ill or passes away, it’s important that you let me, your 
chaplain, know. I put into motion a number of things such as advising the president and our 
executive, connecting with the family, making arrangements for hospital visits, arranging colour 
parties and Legion services – all of which fulfill our role to each other as a Legion family. When 
comrades are ill or pass and we don’t know, we can’t support the member or their family in their 
time of need. I can be reached by email at margot.l.whittaker@gmail.com 
 
Reverend Margo Whittaker. Chaplain 
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Executive and General Meeting Reports for February, 2023  
 
These documents are now available on our website. Please note these are shown as submitted so 
please excuse any typos. 
 
Executive Meeting Report for February, please click here. 
General Meeting Report for February, please click here. 

 
 

https://rcl641.ca/Meeting-docs/Agenda-Exec_Meeting_February_6th_2023.pdf
https://rcl641.ca/Meeting-docs/Agenda-General-Meeting_January_17th_2023.pdf
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 2022/2023 Branch 641 Executive Team 

 

Position Chair Position  Chair 

President Ed Schelenz Honours and Awards Stephane Guy 

Immediate Past President Stephane Guy Hospitality/Entertainment Angele Guy 

1st Vice President  Dave Sereda Housing Jim Duff 

2nd Vice President Bert Boehme 
Leadership and 
Development 

Bert Boehme 

3rd Vice President Lyle Brennan Legion Seniors Lorette Ellis 

Chairman Dave Cole Long Range Planning Stephane Guy 

Treasurer Diane Craig Membership David St Amand 

Secretary Pam Hall Poppy Campaign Lyle Brennan 

Sergeant at Arms Stephane Guy Poppy Trust Fund Jim Duff 

Bar Officer Dave Sereda 
Public Relations (Website, 
Bulletin) 

Debi Sereda 

Cadets Patrick Makinson Sports/Track and Field Joe Guitard 

Community Liaison  Dave Sereda Veterans’ Service Officer Lorette Ellis 

Constitution and Laws Mike Harrietha Ways and Means Lorette Ellis 

Finance Officer Bert Boehme Youth Education/Bursary Lyle Brennan 

Grants and Assistance Dave Voisey   

Non-Executive 

Chaplain for Legion 
Tributes 

Reverend Margo 
Whittaker 

Hospital Visits  
Co-ordinator 

Louise Laflamme 

 
E-mail: rcl6A41@bellnet.ca 

December 2022 
 

  
  

 

mailto:rcl6A41@bellnet.ca
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Presentations at Branch 641 
 

At the February 21 General Meeting, two cheque presentations were made. 
 

 
 
President Ed Schelenz presented 
Lianne Laing, Executive Director 
of The University of Ottawa Heart 
Institute Foundation with a 
cheque for $10,000. As February 
is Heart Month, generous 
corporate partners will be 
matching donations from the 
community until February 28 so 
this works out as a $20,000 
donation. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Nancy Campbell, President of 
the Barrhaven Lions Club, left 
and Gerry Langevin, Past 
President, right, presented 
President Ed Schelenz, centre, 
with a cheque from their 
organization in the amount of 
$4,000. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://foundation.ottawaheart.ca/
https://foundation.ottawaheart.ca/
https://e-clubhouse.org/sites/barrhaven/index.php
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Important Information Regarding Branch 641 2023 Elections 

  
Election Committee: Linda Laframboise (Chair), Michelle Guitard and Jeff Perrault 
Date of Election: Tuesday, April 18, 2023 (during the General Meeting)  
  
Only Members of the Election Committee are permitted to add, edit or remove names on the 
Nomination Board. 
 
Nominations are now open for all positions: 
 

• President* • Vice Presidents – 1st, 2nd, 3rd* 

*A voting member is required to have served at least one term on the branch Executive 
Committee to be eligible to be elected President or Vice President, as per the RCL Branch 641 
Policy and Procedures Manual. 
 

 

• Sergeant at Arms** • Secretary** 

• Treasurer** • Executive Members – six (6) to be elected** 

**A voting member is required to have been a member of the branch for a period of one year 
prior to the date of the election in order to be eligible for election to the branch Executive 
Committee, as per the RCL Branch 641 Policy and Procedures Manual. 

  
Nomination forms are available at the branch, near the bar and bulletin board. The form must be 
completed and signed by both the nominator and the nominee. 
  
The nominee must be a member in good standing of Branch 641 for a period of one year before 
the election meeting and have attended three (3) general meetings during that time (June 1, 2022 
to March 21, 2023). 
 
The nominee must read both the Policy and Procedures Manual as well as the Club House Rules 
before their name can be added to the Nomination Board by a member of the Election 
Committee. These documents are available at the branch, by the computer, near the window. 
  
Members can be nominated for more than one position, but all positions must be listed on the 
nomination form. If a nominee wins a seat, the other positions will be dropped from the ballot. 
  
The name of a nominee will not appear on the Nomination Board until after all eligibility information 
has been validated by the Election Committee. 
  
Nominations will be closed at the end of the General Meeting on Tuesday, March 21, 2023. 
   
If you have any questions, please reach out to Linda Laframboise, Election Chair at 
drumplummom@live.ca.

mailto:drumplummom@live.ca
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A Bit of Humour 
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Barrhaven Legion Memorial Bricks 
 

If you would like to be a part of the past, present and the future of the Barrhaven 
Legion, purchase a Memorial Brick. Your brick will be engraved with your name 
and it will be mounted on our Memorial Wall in Valour Hall. 
 
Bricks are available in three denominations: 
 

Copper $250   Silver $500   Gold $1,000 
 
Purchasing a Memorial Brick is also a great way to honour a family member or 
friend. For more information, please contact Debi Sereda by email at 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 

 

 

Notes from the Editor 
Debi Sereda 
 
If you are a member of Branch 641, you are a member of a community organization  
that is committed to helping Veterans and their families. Joining our branch should  
instill in all our members a pride in your/our Legion and a desire to be involved in the running 
and day-to-day activities of an organization that is part of a community, your community. We 
currently have more than 600 members yet many members rarely come to the branch more 
than a few times and many don’t participate whatsoever in any branch events or become part of 
the team of active volunteers we are so proud of. So, I wonder, why do we have so many silent 
and invisible members? Each year Branch 641 donates many thousands of dollars to Veterans 
and their families, youth and community organizations and it takes a large number of people to 
make this happen, to allow us to fulfil our mandate. If you are reading this and haven’t offered to 
get involved, please be more than just a name on a list. GET INVOLVED and help us keep our 
branch operating. Volunteering is your way to give back to your community. It’s also a way to 
meet people and make new friends. And, like many of our volunteers have found, it’s fun! You 
can reach out to any of the members of executive team (see page 4) and find out how you can 
get involved and support your Legion. 
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 

mailto:debi.foxhill@gmail.com

