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It was encouraging that we had a large turnout for the General Meeting on January 16, 2018. 
I thank you all for your support. These meetings give you the opportunity to have your voice heard  
and influence the running of your branch, so I would encourage your continued attendance.  
 
We are still looking for some volunteers in support of branch activities – several positions  
remain available. The branch needs your support to fill the chairs for Ways & Means and Scrapbook. If you have 
experience in these areas, or just want to try something new, please let me know.  
 
So far, it has been quite a busy and exciting winter: 
  
• A visit to Shepherd's of Good Hope on January 27, 2018 was well attended by your Executive. The visit 

provided us a better understanding of the charities that help our community. As well, we will be visiting the 
Ottawa Hospital Cancer Foundation in February as part of our continuing program to reach out to our 
community to better determine where we might best help with the funds raised through our Poppy 
Campaign and lotteries. 

 
• On January 28, we had a great Awards Ceremony for the winners of our Remembrance Poster and Literary 

Contest. In attendance were Mayor, Jim Watson and Councillors Michael Qaqish and Jan Harder. A great 
event thanks to the hard and dedicated work of Cmrd Chantale Bolt and congratulations to all the winners 
and a thank you to the parents and teachers who supported the programme. 

 
• Our Bingo Team has now collected $111,344.12 since they started. In 2017, they collected $31,613.43.  

What an outstanding accomplishment! Their efforts have made a real difference to our branch and to our 
community. On behalf of all the branch members, congratulations and thank you! 

 
• As a branch, we hosted the District Dart Tournament on February 10 and the Zone Euchre Tournament on 

February 17. Congratulations to all the winners and a thank you to Cmrd Jackie Fuchs and her team for 
organizing the events.  

 
• Our Hospitality Team continues to do a great job, ensuring Friday Night Dinners and other events are a 

great success. With another great month of entertainment with great food and live music planned – keep 
your eye on the calendar and come out and enjoy your branch. All are welcome! 

  
Spring is around the corner, and with that come some needed upgrades and improvements to our club house. 
So, we will soon be working hard to undertake various projects to ensure our club house remains a safe and 
attractive venue for all our members to enjoy. Most importantly, major renovations will be starting soon to 
improve our kitchen area, along with some electrical and other work. Please excuse any disruptions that may 
occur.  
 
Don't forget, if you haven't renewed your membership yet, please do it now! 
 
Bert Boehme 
Supporting Veterans and our Community 
 

The President’s Message  

Bert Boehme 

This and all past issues of The Advance can be viewed at: http://www.rcl641.ca/advance.html 
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Today as I write this article I have just heard the news of the passing of the greatest Christian  
Evangelist of the 20th century, or perhaps of all time, Billy Graham. Billy preached God  
breathed scripture from the Bible to hundreds of millions of people all around the world. I am  
told 85 different countries in all. He always led his preaching with the now familiar phrase “the Bible says.”  
The music he used for his altar calls was the hymn “Just As I Am.” Millions responded and accepted Jesus as 
their personal Lord and Saviour as a result. Billy often spoke of his passing saying someone will tell you that I 
have died. Don’t believe them because I have just changed address (from an earthly home to a heavenly 
home). How fitting, as that is the promise for all Christians – eternal life, not a dead end. I am certain he 
received a “well done thou good and faithful servant,” for he has surely been that. 
 
You’re probably wondering why I titled this article “Just As I Am.” Well for two purposes – to honour Dr. 
Graham who was a simple, humble serving servant and how that approach relates to how we welcome and 
receive and make new members an “inclusive” part of our Branch. We know that certain “cliques” have 
formed and as a result some people do not feel welcome. Comrades, that’s not how we present ourselves as 
an inclusive Community Branch. We should welcome all as Comrades, acquaintances, and yes some of us 
will even become friends. That means we have to actually present ourselves, step out of our inner circles, and 
yes, maybe even invite new members in. When I hear of members not renewing their memberships, or 
transferring out because they don’t feel welcomed, we obviously have to do more. We need to reach out to 
folks we don’t know, ask their names, start up a conversation and above all make them feel WELCOMED. I 
am also concerned about the “off the cuff” remarks people make not having the true facts about people. 
Comrades, words HURT and hold your tongue until you “brain” kicks in. Maybe we need to take from Dr. 
Graham’s example and follow what we preach – our friendly, welcoming, all inclusive branch. It won’t take 
long for the word to get around that we don’t practice what we preach, and that means all of us. If we see or 
hear of the nonsense I have mentioned, speak up and stop it. If you can’t do that let one of your Executive 
members know about the perpetrators and the issues or speak to me. As your Chaplain I will be glad to 
determine the problem and speak to anyone I have to. Let’s be what we are, not just what we think or say we 
are. We are one of the most successful Legion branches in Canada. We lead, not follow! Let’s show that in 
our words and deeds in 2018. 
 
R.E. (Ray) Desjardins 
Branch 641 Chaplain 

Bert Boehme presented Comrade Jim Duff, our 
Branch Treasurer and long-time supporter of the 
Legion (and the Barrhaven Lions), with his Life 
Membership. 
 
Thank you, Jim, for your years of commitment and 
volunteerism. 

 

REFLECTIONS –  
February 2018 – Just As I Am 
 

Ray Desjardins 
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Congratulations to our Scrapbook  
Editor, Angèle Guy, whose 2016/2017  
scrapbook won first place in the District  
competition and placed second at the  
Provincial Level. Pictured to the right are  
President Bert Boehme, Angèle Guy and  
Zone Commander Frank Stacey. 
 
As always, Angèle pours countless hours  
into producing this record of Branch  
events and information, and we thank her  
for all her creativity and hard work. 
 
The scrapbook is on display at the Branch. 
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Presentations at the January 2018 General Meeting  
 
 

President Bert 
Boehme 
presented 
Maynard 
(Butch) 
Whitlaw with 
his 55-year 
RCL 
membership 
pin. 

President Bert 
Boehme 
presented 
Helen Yoxon, 
Manager, of 
Roger Neilson 
House with a 
cheque for 
$10,000. 
Pictured on 
the right is 
Stephanie 
Paravan. 
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We are pleased to introduce a new section to 
The Advance. Each month, we will share 
highlights of reports from each of the chairs 
which were presented at the most recent 
general meeting. 
 

 
December 2017 General Meeting  
 
Membership Report 
 
456  new and renewed members for 2018 
147 have not yet renewed for 2018 
 
Membership Total 603 
 
Be advised that on February 1, 2018, anyone who has not renewed will not be a member in good standing 
and will be deducted from our membership total.  Our total will likely be in the 500 range. 
 
David St Amand 
Br641 Membership Chair 

 
Poppy Trust Fund Update – December 19, 2017 

Comrades, so far this season we have approved seven bursaries in the amount of $250.00 each for 
applicants that qualified. For information these funds come out of the Poppy Trust Account.  

Ross Stephen 
Poppy Trust Officer 
 
Hospitality Update  
 
1. December 31, 2017: Our New Year’s Eve Dinner was a sold-out event. 
2. Friday Night Dinners:  During the month of December, our Friday nights on average were well 

attended.  During the Christmas Season the attendance seems to drop of somewhat.  
3. In the New Year, I will be introducing a few new meals. Everyone is welcome to attend and enjoy not 

only the food but also the entertainment.  
 
Angele Guy  
Hospitality/Entertainment Chair 
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Report of the Community Committee  

 
President Bert, Committee Chair. Gus and Committee Member Dave Rattray, were joined by Past 
President/2nd Vice President Ernie, Comrades Marion Rattray and Alice Boehme, on a tour/information 
visit to the Youville Centre on November 22, 2017.   
  
We had a brief tour of the facilities, which provide a bright and cheerful environment. It was a former 
schoolhouse, perfectly suited to its current use and purpose: “To inspire, educate and nurture young 
mothers and their children, by utilizing their strengths in order to achieve their goals.” 
  
Following the tour. we gathered in the board room, where excellent briefings were conducted by 
Clarissa Arthur, the Communications and Fundraising Manager, and Bev MacKillop, the Executive 
Director. They answered many questions without hesitation and provided us all with a clear view and 
understanding of what they do on a continuing basis. 
  
We have visited several hospices and we have others in our plan to visit; however, they mostly 
addressed the homeless, who are generally males. This was a new experience for most of us as it deals 
with ensuring that young children, who have young mothers, that are often alone, scared, and also need 
assistance. Therefore, it was a very enlightening visit for us all. This committee will assist in any 
upcoming decisions to provide assistance and we can certainly bring forth the needs of the Youville 
Centre.  
 
February 2018 General Meeting 

Honours /Awards & Special Recognition (HA&SR) Committee 
 
Comrade Gus Este nominated Comrade Jim Duff for the “Life Member Award” to our committee and it was 
supported unanimously.  The nomination was presented to the executive committee which supported it 
unanimously. The nomination was forwarded to Provincial Command which has approved the nomination. 
 
The HA&SR is proud of our Comrade Jim Duff for receiving the “Life Member Award” which will be presented 
by our President Bert Boehme at our February General Meeting.  
 
The committee encourages all comrades to identify and provide a recommendation to the HA&SR committee 
of persons or organizations they feel are deserving of recognition.  We ask that you look into the 
requirements for the award you are recommending and ensure that the member you are recommending 
meets those requirements. Please provide any recommendation in writing. Point form is acceptable. 
 
Ed Schelenz CD, HA&SR Committee Chairman  
 
Seniors  
 
December was a busy month with Christmas shopping and delivering gifts to 103 seniors (Veterans and 
spouses) living in five seniors’ residences in Barrhaven during Christmas week. Gifts this year were fleece 
jackets, white for women and black for men.   
 
Also, in December the Viva Seniors Home the newest in Barrhaven (number six) joined the Legion Seniors 
visitation program due to the efforts of Comrade Serge Peters, thanks Serge. 
 
Bill Hillier, Seniors Chair   
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Branch/Veterans Service 
 
VSO organized the Branch 641 sponsored Bingo Night held Wednesday, 3 January as part of the branch’s 
commitment towards the Zone G5 2018 Bingo Night and Pub Nights at the Perley-Rideau.  We had 10 
volunteers sign-up, with nine of those able to attend and participate on Bingo Night.  This was also the first 
time in a while that all the wings at the Perley-Rideau were able to participate at a winter-held January Bingo 
Night.  Pub Night was held on Wednesday 17 January. The Barrhaven Fiddleheads volunteered their time 
and the Veterans really enjoyed the music and our visit.  
 
Comrade Victor W S Chan, 
Veteran Service/Branch Service Officer 
RCL Barrhaven Branch 641 
 
Membership Update 
 
1. Our membership total peaked at 608 members. 

 
2. The membership portal on Dominion Command's website now shows only those who have renewed for 

2018.  Therefore, our current membership is 493. 
 

3. There are currently 112 who have not renewed for this year. 
 

4. Transfer in - Marguerite Peckitt (Assoc) from 05-420 Blyth Ontario. 
 

5. Numerous pins and 1 bar were distributed at the January General meeting. 
 
14th Annual Community Networking Breakfast for Charity 
 
This is the 14th anniversary of this very special event, which has proudly raised almost $55,000 for local and 
international charitable organizations. The select charity this year is the Ottawa Heart Institute.  
       
Date: Thursday, March 1st, 2018, 7:00 am to 9:00 am 
• Expected Attendance: 180 people 
• Venue: Cedar hill Golf & Country Club, 56 Cedarhill Drive 
 
As Partners since the beginning, we the members of the Royal Canadian Legion, Barrhaven Branch 641, are 
proud to be involved as Partners to this very special event from the beginning. 
 
Pre/Post Event Recognition of Partners: 
• Business Name and web link on the event Facebook page 
• Recognition on event partner websites and through social media promotion 
 
At the Event 
• Logo recognition in program 
• Opportunity to provide promotional materials at a general information table 
• Company recognition by Master of Ceremonies 
 
* Event Sponsors are also invited to donate a door prize for the event.  
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Volunteers are needed to chair the following important committees. If 
you are interested, please contact president Bert Boehme. No 
experience is needed – just a will to get involved in your Legion! 
 

� Ways & Means 

� Scrapbook   
 
 

 
 

People choose to volunteer for a variety of reasons. 
For some it offers the chance to give something 
back to the community or make a difference to the 
people around them. For others it provides an 
opportunity to develop new skills or build on 

existing experience and knowledge.
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February 25, 2018 Draw 
 

Kathy Sheldon found the Ace! 
She chose card #4 

and won $12,150.50 
Congratulations Kathy 

and thanks to everyone that 
participated in this fundraiser! 

 

 
For more information, please email our rental 
manager at rcl641hallrental@gmail.com or 
call the branch at 613-843-8691 
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2017 Youth Poster and Literary Contest 

The Royal Canadian Legion Remembrance Contest is aimed at helping to educate our 
youth in Canadian history and the sacrifices made for them by the men and women of the 
Canadian Armed Forces, through a competitive and fun activity with rewards. It is therefore 
integral as part of the many activities undertaken by the Legion during Remembrance Day. 

Contests are held each year just prior to Remembrance Day by local Legion branches 
throughout Ontario Command.  Winners of local contests have the opportunity to compete 
against other Branch level winners at Zone level, Zone winners participate at District level, 
District winners at provincial level and provincial winners then compete at the Dominion or 
national level. 

This year, our Branch 641 received a large number of entries, approximately 330, in the 
various categories from many of the schools in the Barrhaven area.  

Certificates and cash prizes were awarded to first, second and third place winners in the 
Poster and Literary categories by the Branch 641 presenters including Mayor of the City of 
Ottawa, Jim Watson, Councillors Jan Harder and Michael Qaqish and president of Branch 
641, Comrade Bert Boehme.   

This was indeed a special moment where we recognized the achievements of our youth 
through their participation in the Remembrance Contests. Congratulations to all the students 
who participated as well as the parents and teachers who supported them. 

All photos taken are also available on our website.  

Cmde Chantale Bolt  
Youth Education Officer 
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2017 Legion Remembrance Contests Winners - Barrhaven Branch 641 
 

Poster - Black & White 

Name / Nom Category  School  

William Hall-Bastien 1st Place – Primary B&W St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Logan Spero 2nd Place – Primary B&W St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Danilo Brennan 3rd Place – Primary B&W St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

   

Kevin Joseph 1st Place – Junior B&W Adrienne Clarkson Elementary School 

Jake Dignard 2nd Place – Junior B&W St. Luke Catholic Elementary School 

Mikey Gloriani 3rd Place – Junior B&W St. Luke Catholic Elementary School 

   

Amitis Mojgani 1st Place – Intermediate B&W Longfields Davidson Heights Secondary School 

Maryanne Moyana 2nd Place – Intermediate B&W Sir Robert Borden Intermediate School  

Fritzie Deza 3rd Place – Intermediate B&W Mother Teresa High School 

   

Jessica Sabino 1st Place – Senior B&W Mother Teresa High School 

Farid Jarkas 2nd Place – Senior B&W Mother Teresa High School 

Yewon Lee 3rd Place – Senior B&W Mother Teresa High School 

   

Poster - Colour  

Kairui Gardner 1st Place – Primary Colour St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Gracie Vervloet 2nd Place – Primary Colour St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Noella Ferdinand 3rd Place – Primary Colour St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

   

Safiya Ghadban 1st Place – Junior Colour École Élémentaire Publique Michaelle Jean 

Daki Anrango 2nd Place – Junior Colour St. St. Luke Catholic Elementary School 

Emma Tobin 3rd Place – Junior Colour St. Luke Catholic Elementary School 

   

Selena Quang 1st Place – Intermediate Colour Longfields Davidson Heights Secondary School 

Reeto Ghosh 2nd Place – Intermediate Colour Longfields Davidson Heights Secondary School 

Dorothy Tao 3rd Place – Intermediate Colour Mother Teresa High School 

   

Dominika Nasiorowski 1st Place – Senior Colour Mother Teresa High School 

Elena Nguyen 2nd Place – Senior Colour Mother Teresa High School 

Sanjeevani Kumar 3rd Place – Senior Colour Colonel By Secondary School 
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Poem 

Sarah Ross 1st Place – Junior Poem St. Luke Catholic Elementary School 

Boen Guo 2nd Place – Junior Poem St. Luke Catholic Elementary School 

Kenya Logan 3rd Place – Junior Poem  St. Luke Catholic Elementary School 

   

Ashley Ross 1st Place – Intermediate Poem Mother Teresa High School 

Juliana Lourenco 2nd Place – Intermediate Poem Mother Teresa High School 

Kara Stewart 3rd Place – Intermediate Poem Mother Teresa High School 

   

Matthew Nguyen 1st Place – Senior Poem Mother Teresa High School 

Alireza Teimoori 2nd Place Senior Poem Mother Teresa High School 

Fawaz Mezher 3rd Place Senior Poem Mother Teresa High School 

   

Essay 

Manasvi Tirukachi 1st Place – Junior Essay St. Luke Catholic Elementary 

Wajd Mariam 1st Place - Intermediate Essay Mother Teresa High School 

Joseph Jeon 2nd Place – Intermediate Essay Mother Teresa High School 

   

Oishee Ghosh 1st Place – Senior Essay Colonel By Secondary School 

Juyoung Bae 2nd Place – Senior Essay Mother Teresa High School 
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General Meetings 
 

All Members are welcome – and encouraged – to attend our monthly General Meetings. These 
are held at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of the month, except during the months of July and 

August, when we take a brief summer break.  
 

The next General Meeting is March 20, 2018.  
 

 

Executive Branch Officers 2017-2019 
Bert Boehme President 613-825-4146 nandaboehm@sympatico.ca 
Ed Schelenz Immediate Past President, 

Honours and Awards 
613-843-1088 edschelenz@rogers.com 

Stéphane Guy 1st Vice-President 613-797-7021 stguy35@hotmail.com 
Ernie Hughes 2nd Past President, Long 

Range Planning 
613-825-2496 majorefhughes@rogers.com 

Tom Lamb  3rd Vice-President 613-825-4957  w_tom_lamb@sympatico.ca 
Martha Walsh Recording Secretary 613-523-3798 martha@ckcufm.com 
Kathy Johnston Constitution and Laws, Office 

Administrator  
613-828-2314 weasle1@rogers.com 

Jim Duff Treasurer 613-825-4086  rcl641.treas@hotmail.com 
Serge Peters  Sergeant at Arms  613-558-2380  641rclsergeant@gmail.com 
David Cole Chairman 613-858-3845  dm58.cole@gmail.com 
Ray Desjardins  Chaplain/Hospital Visits  613-825-2318 rayd.641@sympatico.ca 
    

Other Members of the Executive Committee 2017-2019 
Kevin Whale Bar Officer 613-581-3828 
Dwayne Hordij Branch Historian 613-793-0123 
Chantale Bolt Bursary, Youth Education  613-608-2438 
Amanda Fuchs Cadets and Scouts 613-496-0282 
Gus Este  Community Liaison  613-825-1168 
Angele Guy Hospitality  613-797-7029 
Danny Desmarais Finance 613-823-5439 
Debbie Conley  Grants and Assistance 613-823-1138 
Tom Lamb Housing 613-825-4957 
Bill Hillier Legion Seniors  613-422-8375 
David St Amand Membership Chairman  613-825-7310 
Stéphane Guy  Poppy Chairman 613-797-7021 
Ross Stephen Poppy Trust Fund 613-825-4108 
Debi Sereda Public Relations Officer/Bulletin Editor 613-823-1716  
Scott Helman Special Ambassador 613-298-4083 
Jackie Fuchs  Sports/Track and Field Chairman 613-496-0282 
Victor Chan Veterans Service, Branch Service Officer, Training 

and Organization Development  
613-825-8269 

   Vacant Scrapbook Editor  
Vacant  Ways and Means  
Angele Guy  Entertainment and Special Events     613-797-7029 
 
Executive Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the first Monday of each month. 
General Meetings are held every third Tuesday at 7 p.m. from September to June.  
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Branch 641 Hospitality Events 
 
We have the MOST amazing Hospitality team who put on fantastic events at the Barrhaven Legion. Here are photos to 
show you some of the February 2018 events that Angele Guy and her hospitality team hosted for us. 
 
Thanks to all of the team who put on our Friday night dinners (planning the meals, setting up Valour Hall for the 
evening, serving the meal and cleaning up after our guests have left) which make the Barrhaven Legion a popular 
venue for members and their guests. 
 
February 17 – Chinese New Year with food catered by the Mandarin Restaurant (this hugely popular event was sold-
out dinner and Valour Hall was packed with 82 guests) and entertainment provided by the amazing and always 
entertaining Gib Rozon and his friends. It’s always a fun night when Gib is in the house! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
February 19 – Chili Cook-off. This special event was a fundraiser which was hosted to raise money for a much-
needed dishwasher for the branch. TWELVE chilis were tasted, and while all were delicious, the chili made by Jesse 
Bajwa was chosen as the winner. Pictured below is Valour Hall and a few of our guests and Angele Guy presenting 
Jesse with his award. This event raised $1,380.62 for our branch. Thanks to everyone that participated! 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

  
The ADVANCE                   Page 15 

Royal Canadian Legion – Barrhaven Branch 641 
 

www. rcl641.ca 
 

 
Everyone’s Irish on St. Patrick’s Day! 

 
Join all your (Irish) friends at noon 

on Saturday, March 17 
at the Barrhaven Legion  

 
Erin Go Bragh! 
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Notes from the Editor 
Debi Sereda 
 
A group of my friends recently purchased a Memorial Brick in memory of a dear  
friend and Veteran who passed in 2017. As his family are regulars at the branch,  
it was fitting and of great comfort to the family to have our friend remembered like this.  
 
If you would like to purchase a Memorial Brick, please contact me with the inscription information 
and where you would like it placed (on one side or the other of the fireplace in Valour Hall) and 
send the money to our treasurer, Jim Duff. Donations of these Memorial Bricks support our branch. 
 
Next time you are in the branch, have a look at the Bricks on the wall in Valour Hall. 
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 
 

Debi Sereda 
by email at 

debi.foxhill@gmail.com 
 

or call the branch at 613-843-8691 


