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 The President Speaks 

 

that it has been the same volunteers for many 
years and I hope they continue for years to 
come, but we need some new people to step up 
and participate. If you are retired or not and have 
some extra time to donate, please volunteer. If 
you have a skill that you think we can put to use, 
or are interested in cleaning, bartending, or 
helping out as a handyman, please let me know 
and I will help you to get started. 
 
Thank you to Gus Este who started our 
‘’ADVANCE’’ and is now starting it up again with 
a new format. Gus always steps up when 
required and I don’t want to take advantage of 
him. If you think you have the time and skill to 
become the Editor, come and talk to me.  Thanks 
for your continued support!     
 
            If you haven’t renewed your 
          membership, please do so NOW.                                           
Enjoy your Legion & keep on volunteering! 
 

Ed Schelenz, CD 

President, RCL, Barrhaven Branch 641  
 
Tel: 613 843 1088    e-mail: edschelenz@rogers.com 

                                                                                       
Volunteers & Teamwork gets it done! 

 

BRANCH MEMBERSHIP – UPDATE 

In all of Ontario, only one branch had more new members in 2015 than Barrhaven Branch 641.  
To the 92 Comrades who joined us last year, thank you and welcome aboard! Unfortunately, there 
are still 100 members who have not yet renewed for 2016. If you didn’t renew before the end of 
January, you are not considered a ‘’member in good standing,’’ which means you pay the non-
member price for Friday dinners and must sign the register each time you enter the Branch. So 
please renew, regain your ‘’in good standing ‘’ status and enjoy the benefits of your membership. 
For the past few years, Dominion Command held a campaign to attract new members. Anyone 
encouraged someone o join had their name entered for a chance to win prizes, including a 
Caribbean cruise. In order for our Branch to grow and succeed, we need new members throughout 
the year. If half of our members attracted even one new person to join, we would exceed 1000 new 

members. It’s a lofty goal, but certainly in reach.                           Dave St Amand, 
CHAIRMAN, 
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Comrades all: 
We ended last year, 2015, with a 
fantastic New Year’s Eve Party 
and started the New Year with the 
President’s Levee. Both events 
were well attended and were 
successful due to the hard work of 

our 2nd Vice President/Hospitality and the 
Entertainment Chairman, Darrell Bartraw and his 
team of volunteers. 
 
On Saturday, January 23, 2016, I along with our 
Mayor, Jim Watson and one of our Councillors, 
Michael Qaqish, presented certificates to the 
2015 winners of our annual Remembrance 
posters and essay contests. This was a great 
event for all those that participated. Our branch 
was full of children, their parents and teachers. 
All to receive their certificates and cash awards. 
This event was organized by Chairman Chantale 
Brais and as always, she did a wonderful job, so 
nothing but positive comments on the whole 
were heard. 
 
I always speak of our volunteers at the Branch 
as making the whole place work. The problem is 
…  

Ed Schelenz 



 

 

                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Executive  Branch Officers - 2015-2017 

 

Ed Schelenz     President   613-843-1088     edschelenz@rogers.com 

Ernie Hughes      I-Past Pres.   613-825-2496    majorefhughes@rogers.com  

 Bert Boehme    1ST V.P.         613-825-2496    nandaboehme@sympatico. ca    

 Darrell Bertraw  2nd V.P.          613-825-8886    ucnmaildbart@gmail.com  
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members are no exception. 

Members are no exception. 

  

In the last year or so I’ve noticed an increase of 

such happenings. What bothers me the most is that 

there appearsb to be little or no demand in these 

situations on the four officers on the Branch 

Executive who are in positions of being of 

assistance. 

 

If you are a Veteran (and you just might be one),       

whatever your circumstances or need help, the 

Veterans Servicc Officer ia at your service. Please 

don’t ever discount your need, let Victor Chan tell 

you directly if he can help. 

 

Then there is the Seniors Chairman, John 

Sielatycki, who is responsible for Branch services 

that meet the needs of our Seniors. He is very 

experienced, very available and can be extremely 

helpful.  Never try to second-guess John on wether 

your situation is one that he can respond to. 

 

In addition  our is our Hospital Visiting Chairman, 

Sheila Sielatycki, who is always willing to send Get 

well cards, make hospital visits, etc.. 

  

BBIA COMMUNITY BREAKFAST - 2016 
On February 9th, together, with 130 attendees, the 
12th Annual Breakfast raised over $7600 shared by 
the Barrhaven Food Cupboard and the Barrhaven 
Community Cenotaph Project. Thanks for attending!  
 
This annual fundraising event fosters strong inter-
communication amongst the business community 
and the service clubs. Partnering with the BBIA are 
the Barrhaven Lions Club, Branch 641 of the Legion, 
Kiwanis Club and the South Nepean Rotary Club.    
 

The keynote speaker was, Guy LaFlamme, who 
spoke on the year-long planning that is underway for 
Ottawa and the Nation’s Capital during 2017.                          
We hope to see all of you next year!  

Sheila’s big problem is knowing who is ill, who 

needs her help. That means that all members must 

inform her of anyone who needs to hear from her on 

behalf of the Branch. 

 

At the end of the ‘chain of help’ is me, your 

Chaplain. It would be nice if my work was only the 

prayers at our Remembrance Day Service, or saying 

Grace at a formal dinner. Unfortunately that is the 

light end of my tasks. 

 

It seems that very few members know that they are 

entitled to a Legion Service (only the details vary a 

little to the service for our Veterans), so that the 

Branch can say it’s formal good-byes! I may even 

be able to help, or give direction, on serious issues 

affecting you or your family. I have also done 

‘Celebrations of Life’ services for members of the 

community whom do not have a formal spiritual 

connection in Barrhaven, but would like a 

meaningful service. 

 

The best part is that all of your Comrades who 

provide these services are Volunteers and therefore, 

the price is right! We are all here to help in any way 

we can, according to our various responsibilities. 

Just give us a call and we will get back to you as 

soon as we can. 

                                                                                                                     

Yours in Comradeship,  

RE (Ray) Desjardins 
Branch 641 Chaplain 

 

REFLECTIONS  
Life’s Realities Touch Us 

Chaplain Ray 

Desjardins 

I’m sure all of you have heard the 

saying ‘bad things happen to good 

people.’  Well it’s true and Legion  

Executive Branch Officers - 2015-2017 

 
Ed Schelenz    President  613-843-1088     edschelenz@rogers.com 

                                                                                                                                  
Ernie Hughes      I-Past Pres.  613-825-2496   majorefhughes@rogers.com 
  

 Bert Boehme      1ST V.P.       613-825-2496  nandaboehme@sympatico. ca   
  
 Darrell Bartraw  2nd V.P.        613-825-8886  ucnmaildbart@gmail.com 
 
 Chris Fuchs       3rd  V.P.         613-496-0282     chrisfuch54@gmail.com 
 
 Kathy Johnston  Secy.            613-828-2314    weasle1@rogers.com 
 
Jim Duff                Treas.           613-825-4086    rcl641@hotmail.com 
 
Ross Stephen     Sgt-at Arms    613 825-4106    ross4755@gmail.com 
 
 David Lee           Chairman       613-601-4087   dang.lee@bell.net 
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Shown left to right: Branch 641 President, Ed Schelenz, 

Immediate Past President, Ernie Hughes, Roger’s House 

Manager, Marion Rattray, 2
nd

 Vice President, Darrell 

Bartraw, Roger’s House Executive Director, Megan Wright  

and  Cenotaph Project, Danny Desmarais.  

 
 

a  

We Legionnaires 
Simply Love 

  Roger’s House 
 

         

Even my buddy 

Enjoys Roger’s 

House with me. 

 

Please help by 

supporting us! 

RCL - BARRHAVEN BRANCH 641 

    Donated $10,000  

    to Roger’s House 
 

Members of the RCL, Branch 641 had the privilege 
of receiving a guided tour of Roger’s House on 
Tuesday, February 2, 2016, led by Marion Rattray, 
Manager of CHEO Palliative Care Program. 
 
The tour gave the visiting Legionnaires an 
appreciation of how donations are helping the 
families that use Roger’s House. The visitors were 
highly impressed by what they witnessed on-site. 
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    Donated $10,000  

    to Roger’s House 
 

Members of the RCL, Branch 641 had the privilege 
of receiving a guided tour of Roger’s House on 
Tuesday, February 2, 2016, led by Marion Rattray, 
Manager of CHEO Palliative Care Program. 
 
The tour gave the visiting Legionnaires an 
appreciation of how donations are helping the 
families that use Roger’s House. The visitors were 
highly impressed by what they witnessed on-site. 
 

     

Do you know of a member, or a 

Veteran that is in hospital, or is sick 

at home and can’t get up and about? 

     If so, please notify our Hospital 

Visiting Chairman, Comrade Sheila 

Sielatycki. 

 

613-825-2649   or,  E-mail:  shej@rogers.com 

Barrhaven 

Branch 641 

Service 

Officer 

Help for 

Veterans 

Attention! 
Veterans Current and  
former Members of the  
 
Canadian Forces and 
their Dependants 

 

You may qualify for 

benefits! 
 
You need not be a member of the Legion! 
to qualify. 
 
 
The legion is here to assist you by completing 
claims through any agency of Veterans Affairs 
Canada. 
 
You may qualify for a host of benefits to which 
you are not aware. Our Branch Service Officer 
can provide you with a full list of available 
benefits that you probably are not aware of. 
  
Call Comrade Victor Chan at 613-825-8269 or,  
E-mail to cdoghous@istar.ca 
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The Royal Canadian Legion Remembrance Contest is 
aimed at helping to educate our youth in Canadian History 
and about the sacrifices made for them by the men and 
women of the Canadian Armed Forces through a 
competitive and fun activity, with rewards .It is, therefore, 
integral as part of the many activities undertaken by the 
Legion during the Remembrance period in the Fall yearly.  
 
Contests are held each year just prior to Remembrance 
Day by local branches throughout Ontario Command. The 
Winner of local contests have the opportunity to compete 
against other branch level winners at zone level, Zone 
Winners participate at district level, district Winners at 
provincial level and provincial winners then compete at the 
Dominion or national level. 
 
This year Branch 641 received a large number of entries, 
approximately 300, in the various categories from many of 
the schools in the Barrhaven area, coordinated by the 
Branch 641 Youth Education Officer, Comrade Chantale 

Brais, the school Principals and teacher reps. 

Participating Schools included: 

,Adrienne Clarkson Public Elementary School, Barrhaven 
Public School, Berrigan Elementary School, Cedarview 
Middle School, Farley Mowat Public School, Jockvale 
Elementary School, Mary Honeywell Elementary School,, 
Michaelle Jean Elementaire Publique, St. Luke, Carleton 
School,  St. Elizabbeth Ann Seton School, Mother Teresa 
High School, St. Patrick School, St. Andrew School, Ecole  
Elementaire Catholique - Jean Robert Gauthier, Ecole 
Elementaire Catholique - Pierre-Elliot Trudeau, John McCrae 
Secondary School,  Monsignor Paul Baxter School, 
Longfields-Davidson Heights Secondary School, St. Emily 
Catholic Elementary School, St. Joseph Catholic High 
School, 
Ottawa Christian School, Ecole Catholique Secondaire Pierre 
Savard, Chapman Mills Public School and St. Celcilia 
Catholic School.   
 

Certificates and cash prizes were awarded to first, 
second and third place winners in the Poster and 
Literary categories by the Branch 641 presenters, the 
Mayor of Ottawa, Jim Watson, Councillor of Ward 22, 
Gloucester –South Nepean, Michael Qaqish, and the 
President of 
Branch 641, Comrade Ed Schelenz. 
 
This was indeed a special moment where we could 
recognize our young people through their participation 
in these Remembrance Contests. 

Remembrance Poster and Literary Contest  
Record Number of Schools and Students 

 Certificates & Cash Prizes for Winners 
                    by Comrade Chantale Brais      

ABOUT OUR YOUTH CHAIRMAN COMRADE CHANTALE 
 
 Chantale is a serving member in the Canadian Forces. She is 
employed as a staff officer in NDHQ, Ottawa, in the Rank of 
Major. 
 
She is very tasks-oriented and accepts all tasks Branch 641 has 
assigned to her. She is very diligent and meticulous in all of her 
assignments as a Legion Member. We truly appreciate her 
service! 
                                   C.W (Gus) Este, Editor  
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The Barrhaven Community Cenotaph Project 
 
Over the past 20 years, Barrhaven has grown substantially, both residentially and commercially,              
and is soon expected to grow to be over 90,000 residents. The fabric of the community                        
includes a substantial number of military, police, first responders and others who have made  
the ultimate sacrifice for their country and community. They deserve to be appropriately remembered and honoured 
. 
As a community, we have honoured the sacrifices made by those that have served on 11 November, Remembrance 
Day, at several various locations around the community, most notably and over the past several years, in front of Sir 
John McCrae High School. There is however, no permanent memorial site in the Barrhaven community such as other 
communities in Ottawa have that provide for remembrance ceremonies and a park for reflection and remembrance. 
 
As the Royal Canadian Legion Barrhaven Branch, it was decided by the membership that it is now time that our 
maturing community also have a place to honour those that have sacrificed so much for their country and community. 
As a consequence, the Barrhaven Legion is leading the efforts to build a memorial park in Barrhaven.  
 
To realize this vision, the Barrhaven Community Cenotaph Project was born. It is a joint community initiative with the 
aim of honouring those that have served through the creation of a memorial park and cenotaph in Barrhaven. The 
Project Committee, Co-Chaired by Comrades Bert Boehme and Daniel Desmarais, includes representation from  
initial plans, through the support of our Member of Parliament at the time, the Honourable Pierre Poilievre, called for the 
memorial park to be built on land adjacent to the RCMP National Headquarters on Leiken Drive.  After much 
assessment and consideration, another site located adjacent to Sir John McCrae High School was deemed by the 
Planning Committee as more suitable for the future site of the memorial park. It has community recognition as the 
Remembrance location; it is more centrally located within the Barrhaven community; it is supported by community and 
parking facilities, namely the Walter Baker Centre; and it provides easy access to permit students of the four schools in 
that area to participate in the remembrance ceremonies.  Arrangements are now underway with the Ottawa Public 
School Board and through the school's principal, Mr. Thomas Shultz, to gain the necessary approvals for the use of the 
land adjacent to the school. Although some delay has been experienced because of the site change, the aim remains 
to have the site ready for Remembrance services, November 11, 2016. 
   
Moving forward, the Project Design Sub-Committee is also aggressively working hard to develop the necessary design 
for the new site. With that in mind, a noted local architect, Mr. Ovidio Sbrissa, has volunteered to be the Project's lead 
architect. He is now in the process of developing the designs for the memorial park and cenotaph at the planned new 
location. The Committee is planning to have the proposed designs available for viewing by the end of March, 2016. 
 
The Project fund raising activities also continue. A special thank you is warranted for the Barrhaven Business 
Improvement Area, who now have made several sizable donations in support of the Project. You too can contribute. 
Details are available on the Barrhaven Branch 641 website: rcl641.ca. Cenotaph T-shirts also remain for sale at the bar 
with sales supporting the costs of creating  
 
                               WITH YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN! 
 


