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Comrades All: 
  

Ellie and I wish you all a Merry  
Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
Enjoy yourselves over the holidays. 
 
At our December General Meeting,  
we enrolled our 600th Member  
Brendan Dinning, which is a great  
achievement for our young Branch.  
I want to thank Chairman, David St Amand for 
volunteering to take on the task of Membership 
Chairman two and a half years ago, and for doing a 
great job with it. If you have not yet renewed your 
Membership please do so and let us surpass the 600 
mark again in 2017. 
 
This time last year, I was approached by Marion Rattray 
about putting a box at our Branch to collect “Socks for 
the Homeless.” We agreed and it was a success, raising 
600 pairs of socks. This year, Marion and David Rattray 
and Debi and David Sereda asked to make this a yearly 
event at our Branch and decided to expand it to other 
Branches and organizations. The goal was to raise 
5,000 pairs of socks – and the goal was exceeded. A 
ceremony was held at our Branch on Wednesday, 
December 21 and the socks were presented to the five 
organizations that will distribute them. Congratulations to 
our all our Members and the community for supporting 
another worthwhile cause. 
 
Our Ways and Means Chairman, Stephane Guy, 
organized the President’s Draw at which many prizes 
were handed out. Ellie and I were in Vancouver during 
the draw but I was told it was well attended and there 
were many happy winners. Thank you, Stephane, for 
organizing and taking the time to get the prizes for this 
event.   
 
On December 3, Santa attended our Branch Christmas 
party for the children, another great success with many 
happy children including my two grandkids. Thank you 
to all those who helped organize this event. Our New 
Year’s Eve party has been sold out and I hope to see 
many of you there. Thank you to Darrell Bartraw for 
organizing both events. 
 
  
 
 

The President Speaks Comrades all: 
 
We ended last year with a fantastic 
New Year’s Eve Party and started 
the New Year with the President’s 
Levee. Both events were well 
attended and were successful due to 
the hard work of our 2nd Vice Pres/ 
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Ed Schelenz 

This and all past issues of The Advance can be viewed at: http://www.rcl641.ca/advance.html 
 
 

As you can see from the comments above it takes many 
people to keep our Branch going and I only thanked a 
few above, therefore I want to thank all of our Executive 
Members and our volunteers who keep our Branch 
going as we could not do it without your support. 
 
As we reach the end of the year, I want to remind 
everyone, Comrades old and new, that our Branch does 
not pay anyone, we are a total volunteer Branch. If you 
find you have extra time on your hands next year and 
would like to help your Branch, please tell someone you 
would like to volunteer. 
 
If you would like to get involved in the running of our 
Branch as part of the Executive, please remember that 
you must attend at least three General Meetings during 
the year prior to the date of the Election Meeting and 
have signed in to be eligible to run for office.  
 
With a membership of 600+, we should be able to get 
some new interest in volunteering and interest in serving 
on the executive committee. 
 

Enjoy your Legion.  
 
Keep volunteering. 
 
Ed Schelenz, CD 
President, RCL Barrhaven Br. 641 
 
Home: 613-843-1088  
Cell: 613-371-6634  
 
Volunteers & Teamwork  
Get it done! 

 
 
 

http://www.rcl641.ca/advance.html
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Remember – Reflect –  
Rejoice! 

 
Given the current situation, there will be no more talk of 
weather until a significant change takes place, probably in 
the Spring!? 
 
As a Branch, we have just come through a very successful 
Remembrance period. We’ve had a great Poppy Campaign 
(once again with an overall lack of volunteers, but most 
encouraging several first timers made themselves 
available to help). The Branch raised significant funds to 
support our Veterans and their dependents, our youth 
programs and the community overall. Our many 
Remembrance events at various residences and Capital 
Memorial Gardens were well attended and our Colour 
Party’s participation was a vital component. The 
Remembrance Day service, parade and reception at the 
Walter Baker Centre and the Branch were the best ever. 
Please make a point of thanking personally the 50+ 
volunteers who organized and made sure everything was 
done to bring enormous credit to Branch 641. Thank you, 
thank you, thank you – you know who you are and your 
involvement and service are much appreciated. 
 
Now, after nearly a month of continuous activity and 
events, comes a time for us all to reflect on this past year, 
and our personal involvement. There have been many 
highlights and you can review them in this and past editions 
of The Advance. Note particularly the value we have added 
to our community by our involvement in various events, by 
being able to provide financing to the tune of nearly 
$l00,000. We support our beloved Veterans needing 
emergency help by supporting three Cadet Corps, by 
making donations to various charities, hospitals and various 
organizations that support our Community. Let there be no 
doubt in anyone’s mind that Branch 641 is a very significant 

organization, supported and recognized in full measure by 

the folks in Barrhaven and our municipal, provincial and 
federal politicians. We together are important to its future 
and always respond to whatever the challenge or need.  
 
Now, take a moment to look at ourselves and reflect on a 
personal level. Have we been contributing to the best 

 

REFLECTIONS 

 
December 2016 

Ray Desjardins 

of our ability to all the incredible things the Branch is 
and does?  
 
Can we be doing more? There is always a need for 
volunteers. Are we taking the initiative to ask how we 
too can serve? May I suggest that if you haven’t, 2017 
would be a good place to start. The New Year is an 
election year and you will be asked to vote for who you 
think should lead the Branch for the next two years. Or 
should you, because of your involvement or 
experience, place yourself in contention for one of the 
offices that you could serve in? It’s an important time 
for the Branch as we are planning for our future 
permanent location and working on the Cenotaph 
project. 
 
I hope you are looking forward to the holiday season 
and remembering that we are celebrating the coming 
over 2,000 years ago of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. It never ceases to astound me how man 
continues to reject the Saviour and His mission, yet on 
December 25, the whole world stops as we remember 
God’s gift to redeem man from a life of sin and 
hopelessness. As your Chaplain, I am often reminded 
of this fact when I do a Legion or Celebration of Life 
service. For me it’s a struggle to encourage family and 
friends who have no hope at the passing of a loved 
one – that it’s all over – there is nothing else – it’s final. 
Yet by understanding the message of hope and 
salvation within the Bible’s account of Jesus’ birth, you 
will experience the redeeming power of God’s grace in 
a deeper and more meaningful way. For a Christian 
death is not the end but in fact a new beginning in the 
hope of eternal life. I pray that you will take some time 
this year to reflect seriously on the arrival of the Christ 
Child as the Light of the World, and that your 
celebration will reflect that reality! 
 
God bless you all. May Jesus bring warmth and hope 
to your family celebrations and may 2017 bring you a 
wondrous year of health, happiness and fulfillment. 

 
God Bless 
R.E. (Ray) Desjardins 
Chaplain 
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Children’s Christmas Party 
 
Each year, the Branch hosts a party for children and grandchildren of our Members and it’s always fun. This 
year was no exception. The children were entertained by a well-known local children’s entertainer, Yaki, who 
had them all dancing, making music and having lots of fun. Angele Guy read “The Night Before Christmas” 
and then the big guy in red made his entrance. 
 
Thanks to all our volunteers who organized this fun event. They bought and wrapped gifts for the children, 
made and served food to a room full of people and cleaned up after everyone left.  
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Last Post 

We Will Remember Them 

 

Leslie Beeler 
The Executive of Branch 641 sends sincere condolences to the family of 
Comrade Leslie Beeler who passed away on December 6, 2016. Leslie 
became a Member of the Branch in July 2016. 

PAGE 
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The History, Tradition and Meaning of “the Levée”* 
 

The word levée (from the French noun use of infinitive lever, "rising," from Latin levāre, "to raise") originated in 
the Levée du Soleil (Rising of the Sun) of King Louis XIV (1643–1715). It was his custom for the king to 
receive his male subjects in his bedchamber just after arising, a practice that subsequently spread throughout 
Europe.  
 
In the 18th century, the levée in Great Britain and Ireland became a formal court reception given by the 
sovereign or his/her representative in the forenoon or early afternoon. In the New World colonies, the levée 
was held by the governor acting on behalf of the monarch. Only men were received at these events. 
 
It was in Canada that the levée became associated with New Year's Day. The fur traders had the tradition of 
paying their respects to the master of the fort (their government representative) on New Year's Day. This 
custom was adopted by the governor general and lieutenant governors for their levées. The first recorded 
levée in Canada was held on January 1, 1646, in the Chateau St. Louis by Charles Huault de Montmagny, 
Governor of New France from 1636 to 1648. In addition to wishing a happy new year to the citizens, the 
governor informed guests of significant events in France as well as the state of affairs within the colony. In 
turn, the settlers were expected to renew their pledges of allegiance to the Crown.  
 
The levée tradition was continued by British colonial governors in Canada and subsequently by both the 
governor general and lieutenant governors. It continues to the present day.  
 
As mentioned, the levée was historically a male preserve but during 
World War II levées were attended by female officers of the armed 
forces. Since then levées have been open to both women and men. 
Over the years, the levée has become almost solely a Canadian 
observance.  
 
Today, levées are the receptions (usually, but not necessarily, on 
New Year's Day) held by the governor general, the lieutenant 
governors of the provinces, the military and others, to mark the start 
of another year and to provide an opportunity for the public to pay 
their respects. Most levées may be attended by any citizen, 
including children. Attending the lieutenant governor's levée is an 
annual ritual for some families.  
 
Today, the levée has evolved from the earlier, more boisterous 
party into a more sedate and informal one. It is an occasion to call upon representatives of the monarch, 
military and municipal governments and to exchange New Year's greetings and best wishes for the new year, 
to renew old acquaintances and to meet new friends. It is also an opportunity to reflect upon the events of the 
past year and to welcome the opportunities of the New Year.  
 
The province of Prince Edward Island maintains a more historical approach to celebrating levée day. On New 
Year's Day, all Legions and bars are opened and offer moose milk (egg nog and rum) from the early morning 
until the late night. Though there are still the formal receptions held at Government House and Province 
House, levée day is not only a formal event. It is something that attracts a large  
number of Islanders, which is quite unusual in comparison to the other provinces where it has gradually 
become more subdued. Prince Edward Island levées begin at 9 a.m.  
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The historic town of Niagara-on-the-Lake (the first 
capital of Upper Canada) holds a levée complete 
with firing of a cannon at Navy Hall (a historic 
building close to Fort George). The levée is well 
attended by townspeople and visitors. Toasts are 
made to the Queen, "our beloved Canada," the 
Canadian Armed Forces, veterans, "our fallen 
comrades," as well as "our American friends and 
neighbours" (this final toast would not have been 
made two centuries ago, when the town was 
founded). Greetings are brought from all levels of 
government and it is a great community event.  
 
Some religious leaders, such as the Bishop of the 
Anglican Diocese of Ontario, hold a levée on New 
Year's Day.  
 
As has the levée itself, refreshments served at levées have undergone changes (both in importance and 
variety) over the years. In colonial times, when the formalities of the levée had been completed, guests were 
treated to wine and cheeses from the homeland. Wines did not travel well during the long ocean voyage to 
Canada. To make the cloudy and somewhat sour wine more palatable it was heated with alcohol and spices. 
The concoction came to be known as le sang du caribou ("reindeer blood"). Under British colonial rule the 
wine in le sang du caribou was replaced with whisky (which travelled better). This was then mixed with goat's 
milk and flavoured with nutmeg and cinnamon to produce an Anglicized version called "moose milk," Today's 
versions of moose milk, in addition to whisky (or rum) and spices, may use a combination of eggnog and ice 
cream, as well as other alcoholic supplements. The exact recipes used by specific groups may be jealously 
guarded secrets.  
 
*Reprinted from the December 2013 edition of The Advance. 

 

 

 

Line Dancing 

Come on down and join in the 

fun. Classes run from 

 1-2 p.m. 
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December 2016 General Meeting 

 
At this month’s General Meeting, seven new Members were sworn in, including our 600th 
Member, Brendan Dinning. Welcome to all, and congratulations to Brendan who was 
presented with an extension to his Membership and a Branch coin. In addition, Comrade 
Kelly Ross was presented with the Legion’s 150th medal for her continued support of the 
community and our Branch.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Let’s Keep in Touch! 
 
If you have moved, changed your phone number  
or email address, don’t forget to let me know! 
 
Dave St Amand 
Membership Chair 

Back Row: Robert Jeffrey, Gord Lewis, 
Doumbe Betote Akwa 
  
Front Row: John Wright, Brendan Dinning, 
Michael Carroll, Kevin Upper 
 
 

President Ed Schelenz, Kelly Ross,  
Past-President Ernie Hughes  
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Starting Off the New Year 
 
By Comrade Victor W S Chan, LCdr (ret’d), CD, KStG 
Branch Service Officer/Veterans Service Officer 
Zone G5 Service Officer 
 
A New Year is again approaching, bringing with it fresh beginnings and those all-too-familiar and often too-
soon-forgotten New Year’s resolutions. We have all made them – resolutions to eat healthier, to lose weight, 
or to get more exercise. All good resolutions, especially since taking care of yourself extend into a better you 
for your family, your loved ones, and those around you.  
 
In realizing that you have an impact on the lives of people around you, you might decide to take some action 
… to volunteer… and through RCL Barrhaven Branch 641, January 2017 provides a perfect opportunity 
early in the new year to offer your services and share your time. 
 
RCL Barrhaven Branch 641, as with the other Zone G5 RCL Branches, has an annual commitment to 
organize and host a Bingo Night and a Pub Night for our Veterans living at the Perley Rideau. This year, the 
two events fall on a Wednesday, January 4, 2017 for Bingo Night and Wednesday, January 18, 2017 for 
Pub Night. 
 
For Bingo Night, Branch 641 covers the cost of cake served at the end of bingo, and for Pub Night, Branch 
641 covers the cost of munchies and arranges for the entertainment. Staff at the Perley Rideau set up the 
tables, the bingo equipment, and make coffee and tea. The Barrhaven Fiddleheads will be play at this year’s 
Pub Night. Volunteers help with some set-up, some clean-up, and share their time exchanging stories with 
Veterans and possibly lending a helping hand to keep track of numbers called on the bingo cards and serve 
cake, coffee and tea on Bingo Night, or help bring a drink and munchies to the table on Pub Night. 
 
While those who have volunteered in the past may have given up an evening of playing darts at Branch 641 
or watching a favourite TV show at home, they pretty well all agree that they had a great time exchanging 
tall tales and life experiences, and have admitted to enjoying themselves by doing something a little different 
by sharing a winter’s evening or two with our Veterans at the Perley Rideau for our annual Bingo and Pub 
Nights. 
 
If this sounds like something you would like to participate in (New Year’s resolution or not), please do add 
your name to our sign-up sheets posted on the Branch notice board. We typically gather at the Branch 
around 5:30 p.m. and car pool to Perley Rideau to arrive before 7 p.m., and typically end the evening by 9 
p.m. to car pool back to the Branch. Cost for parking is looked after by the Perley Rideau. 
 
If you have a few hours to make a difference, experience something unique and make a few memories early 
in the New Year, please join us for Bingo Night (January 4) and or Pub Night (January 18) at the Perley 
Rideau. 
 
Comrades all – Merry Christmas, peace, grace and happiness to all. And may the new year of 2017 be your 
best year yet.  
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Executive Branch Officers 2015-2017 
 
Ed Schelenz President 613-843-1088 edschelenz@rogers.com 
Ernie Hughes Immediate Past President 613-825-2496 majorefhughes@rogers.com 
Bert Boehme 1st Vice-President 613-825-4146 nandaboehm@sympatico.ca 
Darrell Bartraw 2nd Vice-President 613-825-8886 ucanemaildbart@gmail.com 
Chris Fuchs  3rd Vice-President 613-496-0282  chrisfuch54@gmail.com 
Kathy Johnston Secretary 613-828-2314 weasle1@rogers.com 
Jim Duff Treasurer 613-825-4086  rcl641@hotmail.com 
Ross Stephen  Sergeant at Arms  613 825-4106  ross4755@gmail.com 
David Lee Chairman 613-601-4087  dang.lee@bell.net 
Ray Desjardins   Chaplain/Hospital Visits 

Chairman 
613-825-2318 rayd.641@sympatico.ca 

    

Other Members of the Executive Committee 2015-2017 
 

Victor Chan Veterans Service Officer 613-825-8269 
Sharon Wilson  Poppy Chairman 613-825-6279 
Debbie Conley   Grants and Assistance 613-823-1138 
David St Amand Membership Chairman   613-825-7310 
Debi Sereda Public Relations Officer 613-825-4118  
Bill Hillier Legion Seniors  613-422-8375 
Tom Lamb    Housing 613-825-4957 
Jackie Fuchs   Sports/Track and Field Chairman 613-496-0282 
Stéphane Guy   Ways & Means Chairman   613-797-7021 
Chantale Brais Youth Education/Bursary    613-608-2438 
Gus Este   Community Liaison and Branch Historian   613-825-1168 
Scott Helman Special Ambassador 613-825-0039 

 
 

 

Executive Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the first Monday of each month.  
 
General Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each month.  
 

 

 
General Meetings 

 
All Members are welcome – and encouraged – to attend the monthly 
General Meetings. These are held at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of 

the month. The next meeting is January 17, 2017. 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:edschelenz@rogers.com
mailto:majorefhughes@rogers.com
mailto:ucanemaildbart@gmail.com
mailto:chrisfuch54@gmail.com
mailto:weasle1@rogers.com
mailto:rcl641@hotmail.com
mailto:ross4755@gmail.com
mailto:dang.lee@bell.net
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Report from Hospitality 

By Darrell Bartraw   

 
 
Did you know that there is a dinner and dance every Friday night at the Barrhaven Legion, with the 
exception of twice in July and August and the first Friday in December? Have you ever wondered how 
we are able to put on such great meals with amazing bands?  
 
Well let me tell you how this is all possible.  
 
The Barrhaven Legion happens to have an amazing Hospitality Crew! Its members come to the 
Legion every Friday morning to set up the tables and chairs, put on the table cloths, chargers, salt & 
pepper and flowers. On theme nights they decorate on Thursday and finish on Friday. Early Friday 
mornings, someone from Hospitality goes out to purchase the groceries required for the meal. Then 
at 3:30 p.m., more members come in to prepare the salads and other foods for the dinner and make 
the coffee and tea. When dinner time arrives, two members greet our guests at the door to make sure 
everyone makes their payment and directs them to their seats. Someone makes sure the piped-in 
music is playing and the lights and stage are just right. When the buffet starts, more members help 
serve the food and after the meal the big job of doing the dishes starts, while one member goes 
around selling raffle tickets. After dinner when the buffet tables have been taken down and the dance 
floor is ready, another member emcees the night to help make everyone comfortable. Most nights, 
the crew members continue doing dishes through the band’s first set. It is not until all the dishes are 
done and the kitchen is spotless that the crew members can relax. The next morning, more crew 
members must come in and finish cleaning the hall and put everthing away for the next night’s event. 
Hospitality also does special events such as The President’s New Year’s Levée, St. Patrick’s Day, 
Volunteer Dinner, Canada Day, Veterans’ Lunch, Remembrance Dinner, Remembrance Day, 
Christmas Dinner, New Year’s Eve and others. 
 
So as you can see the job of the Hospitality Crew volunteer is a big job and is done by a small but 
very dedicated group of individuals – they even pay for their own Crew golf shirts.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all our Hospitality Crew members for a job well 
done! Lots of hands make the work a lot easier and as such we are presently looking for individuals to 
join our amazing Hospitality Crew.  
 
If you are interested please contact the Chair of Hospitality and Second Vice-President Darrell 
Bartraw 613-298-9119 and we will invite you out for a trial to see if you like it and see if you would like 
to join our amazing team. Hope to hear from you soon. 
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Notes from the Editor 

Debi Sereda 
 
Last month’s edition of The Advance created a lot of great feedback. Bill Humphries’  
article resonated with many of our Members who loved to read one of his military  
stories. If you have a story idea you would like to share with us, please send it to 
me. If you need help developing an idea for a story, I would be glad to work with you.  
 
I wish all our Members a very Merry Christmas. Enjoy time spent with family and friends over the 
holidays. Don’t forget to join us for the President’s Levée on January 1! For more information on the 
Levée, please see the article on pages 6 and 7. 
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 
 

Ever wondered what Santa’s helpers get up to 
while decorating Valour Hall for Christmas? 
Caught in the act is volunteer Maureen Wheeler. 
 

Have Time to Spare? 

 

There are lots of things you can do to help our Branch with the day-to-day 

running of our business. If you want to get involved, meet new people and feel 

part of the Barrhaven Legion team, contact President Ed Schelenz or any one of 

our many Members and volunteers. 

 

 
 


