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Much of Ottawa and Gatineau faced a power outage and severe damage due to  
several tornadoes that struck the area on Friday, September 19, 2018. Our  
condolences and best wishes go to the families that lost so much due to the storm.  
Your Executive will look to see where we can best help those facing significant  
personal and property losses. Our branch was also affected, losing power at approximately 6 p.m. 
Friday night. The power outage forced us to close Valour Hall until the power was restored; but, 
not until after the Friday Night dinner was served! A special congratulations and thank you goes to 
the hospitality and bar staff that ensured a romantic dinner by candle light was served. We re-
opened on Monday once the power was restored and the beer was cold. I would also like to thank 
our office, bar and hospitality volunteers that helped secure our branch and ensured we did not 
face any loss or damage.  
 
The 47th Dominion Convention was held in Winnipeg, Manitoba on August 25-29, 2018. Several 
members of your Executive attended. At this time, I would like to highlight several items that were 
addressed at the Convention. The Dominion Executive Committee has identified six strategic 
objectives to achieve our mission. Most notably, the key objective is to expand our membership to 
300K by 2026. Currently, we have approximately 270K members. I would note that although the 
bleeding of our membership has slowed, given the demographics of the Legion membership, 
falling membership will continue and is the single highest risk to our continued relevance unless 
we do something. The plan will be rolled out over the coming months and will rely heavily on our 
commitment to support it. I would also highlight that our Resolution to allow the award of the 
Cadet Medal of Excellence to the Junior Rangers was passed. A special thank you goes to Cmrd 
Ernie Hughes who spearheaded this resolution to success. Full Convention details are now 
available on the Dominion website. 
 
I would also highlight that the annual Financial Review has been completed and our financial 
records have been certified. Congratulations to our Financial Officer, Cmrd Danny Desmarais and 
our Treasurers Cmrd Jim Duff and Poppy Fund Treasurer, Cmrd Ross Stephen, for their 
commitment and hard work in ensuring our financial matters are well managed. A number of 
suggestions were raised in the Report to help improve our financial practices, and these will be 
addressed by the Finance Committee. The Report was presented and accepted at the last 
General Meeting; and, I would encourage you to review the Report.  
 
The Poppy Campaign will soon be upon us and will once again will be led by our 1st Vice, Cmrd 
Stephane Guy. We are always looking for volunteers to help; so, to see how you can contribute, I 
encourage you to attend the Campaign Kick-off meeting on September 30 in Valour Hall starting 
at 3 p.m.  
 
Bert Boehme, President 
Supporting Veterans and Community  
 

The President’s Message  

Bert Boehme 

This and all past issues of The Advance can be viewed at: http://www.rcl641.ca/advance.html 
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The Comrade was not a member of Branch 641 but he was a WWII Veteran  
of the RCAF and flew Mosquito Fighter Bombers with the RAF. Why is that so  
important? He was another member of the “greatest generation” and as I was  
preparing his “Order of Service,” I was thinking back to how we got involved. This Comrade who 
served from 1942-1972 was not a Legionnaire and I was asking myself why not? Just think of how 
much he could have contributed to a local Legion branch based on his experience. So, we, the Royal 
Canadian Legion (RCL) lost that. Now, on his “final flight,” his daughter had to call a Legion Branch 
five times to request a Tribute and was total ignored. She then called branch 641 and despite the 
short lead time and the havoc created by last week’s storm, we were there for him and his family 
who expressed to me their eternal gratitude. That’s not why we turned out. He served and we served 
to pay him honour. What a privilege! So, what is the point of my message? 
 
Fast forward to today (2018). We are just about to launch a membership campaign. (See the 
Strategic Plan on page 13.) If you or your friends and colleagues served between 1954 and 2018, 
what do you think about the benefits of Legion membership? Do you really believe that the RCL has 
made you welcome, understood/understands your needs and issues? If you do, you must be 
delusionary. Quite the opposite, it appears the more we try and the harder we try, we have not made 
the grade. The biggest problem is so many of us have not served in any capacity so we just don’t 
understand what’s really important to you. Don’t get me wrong, we have tried very hard and we have 
a band of wonderful comrades who want so much to be there for you. The problem is there are not 
enough of you with us to learn what we need to know. Whether you are an early Peacekeeping Vet, 
a NATO Vet, or a more modern Afghanistan Vet, yes even a Reservist, we need you in our ranks 
because in years to come we don’t want a few Legion branches able to raise a “corporals guard” to 
pay you our final tribute. We want a full colour guard and we can’t do it without YOU. All our 
members want and need you as Legionnaires because we have so much to learn at all levels from 
Branch to Dominion Command. Is there any wonder why we are still so far behind in getting benefits 
you have earned? We don’t want that in the future. We want to be fighting for you now. Julius 
Caesar said it best, “if you want to beat your enemy, divide and conquer.” We need to be strong and 
our numbers so numerous that we can win the battles for Veterans’ rights and benefits. We can do 
that if we are united. It’s how the Legion began, it’s how the Legion must continue.  
 
God bless you all. 
 
In His Service 
 
R.E. (Ray) Desjardins 
Branch 641 Chaplain  

 

REFLECTIONS –  
September 2018 – Another Legion Tribute 
 

Ray Desjardins  
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A Bit of Humour  
 
A man was looking for a place to sit in a crowded university library. 
He asked a girl: "Do you mind if I sit beside you?" 
The girl replied, in a loud voice "NO, I DON'T WANT TO SPEND THE 
NIGHT WITH YOU!" 
All the people in the library started staring at the man, who was deeply embarrassed and moved to 
another table. 
After a couple of minutes, the girl walked quietly to the man's table and said with a laugh: "I study 
psychology, and I know what a man is thinking. I bet you felt embarrassed, right? 
"The man responded in a loud voice: "$500 FOR ONE NIGHT? I’M NOT PAYING YOU THAT 
MUCH!" 
All the people in the library looked at the girl in shock. 
The man whispered to her: "I study law, and I know how to screw people." 
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Highlights of Reports from Chairs for September Meeting 
 
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS News – Serge Peters 
 
1. FIREFIGHTER’S WALL OF MEMORIES DEDICATION. 
Members of the Colour Party participated in the ceremony for the unveiling and dedication of the 
Firefighter’s Wall of Memories held at Capital Funeral Home and Cemetery on Sunday, September 
16, 2018. The Colour Party was augmented by two members of the Ottawa Fire Services Colour 
Party  
 
2. COLOUR PARTY IS RECRUITING. 
Branch 641 Colour Party is looking for new recruits. The Colour Party is a group of members who 
proudly represent the Royal Canadian Legion and the branch in the community.  
 
Colour Party members wear Legion dress and parade the branch colours at general meetings, 
ceremonies such as Remembrance Day, the anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge, celebrations of 
life in honour of deceased members as well as a variety of community events such as the Barrhaven 
Santa Claus parade. Volunteering for this role is a great way for members to meet new friends and 
get involved in their community. No experience is required, as members will be provided with training 
that addresses basic drill movements, flag protocol and flag drills. 
  
Financial Review 
 
The Financial Review Committee presented their report at both the September Executive and 
General Meetings and the report was approved at both meetings. There were no major concerns. 
 
Scope of the Branch Financial Review:  
The Financial Review covered the books and records for The General Account (Operating Account) 
and three Trust Accounts as well as the Poppy Trust Fund. The period under review was the year 
June 2017 to year end May 31, 2018 for the General and three Trust Accounts. All books and 
records and responsible persons were available to assist us in completing our financial review.  
 
Membership News – David St. Amand 
 
As of August 23, our membership has increased this month from 602 to 616.  This is our all-time 
high. 
 
In September, the cost for a new membership is reduced to $17.  
 
2019 Renewal Stickers:  
 
The Two-Part Stickers were sent to all branches the last week of August via Canada Post.  
 
If a member has paid for 2018 on or before July 15, 2018 then the branch will receive a card for that 
member with their 2019 renewal sticker attached.  
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If the member pays for 2018 after July 15, 2018, then the 2019 renewal sticker will be sent directly to 
the branch once the per capita has been processed by Member Services. 
 
Finally, as we are now in the Early bird renewal period that started September 1, I urge all our 
members to renew early, at least during the early bird period, as renewing later in the year only 
delays the inevitable.  Renewing early just makes my job so much easier. 
 
Each member has the option of paying your $50 to the bartender and obtaining a receipt.  When you 
go this route, your new sticker will normally be available at the bar in 1 or 2 days.  Ensure you get a 
receipt as it is the only way I have of knowing that you paid. 
 
Secondly, you can register online and then pay your renewal fee online.  At the start of the next 
month, Dominion Command mails a letter to the Branch membership chairman showing who 
renewed.  The letter is accompanied by a cheque for our portion of your dues.  Keep in mind that 
when you renew online, I cannot place your sticker at the bar until I receive confirmation that you 
have paid, and that could be a month later. 
 
Awarding of pins – will take place early in the New Year. 
 
Finally, the card box behind the bar is full of cards and pins from last year, and the stickers from this 
year are already accumulating.  Please pick up your cards and pins. 
 
Poppy News – Stephane Guy 
 
Support our Veterans and the community by volunteering in the poppy campaign 
 
The Poppy Campaign preparations are well on their way with the following details.   
 
I am still awaiting the 2018 guidelines WRT our participation at the Costco Wholesale store, but 
previous conventions and meetings identifies that it will be a repeat of last year which is that we are 
only authorized for four days including the weekend of Nov 3 and 4, as well as Thursday Nov 9 and 
Saturday Nov 10. This will add 14 shifts for a total of 284 shifts.   
  
Key dates and times:   
• Poppy Kick Off Meeting – September 30, 2018 at 3 p.m. 
• Co-ordination meeting to be held Sunday, October 7 at 1 p.m.   
• Remembrance dinner – November 3, 2018 at 6 p.m. 
 
Future activities: 
• Send a request for volunteers to fill vacant the trapline and volunteer positions.  
• Hold a co-ordination meeting.  
• Order poppy supplies by end of September 
• Send invitations to local organizations and businesses to lay a wreath after the parade 
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Leadership and Development News – Victor Chan 
 
DOMINION CONVENTION (AUGUST 25-28, 2018) 
I, along with five other members of Branch 641, attended the RCL Dominion Convention held in 
Winnipeg, MB.   
 
On Monday, August 27, we heard a report from the Leadership Development Committee Chair, who 
stated that the purpose of this committee is to establish and maintain programs designed to educate, 
promote and help develop potential leaders at all levels of the Legion.  Please recall that there are 
ten Leadership Modules available through the Legion Portal for registered users.  The link to the 
portal is: https://portal.legion.ca/login  
 
These 10 Modules are the bases for sound Leadership positions to help members understand 
Legion Operations and provide further information essential to those who are seeking further 
leadership positions. Please note that these Modules are “living documents” with updates to be 
provided on an on-going basis when deemed required by Dominion. The Chair also stated that the 
executive and other RCL members should access the site themselves for the training modules. 
 
VETERAN SERVICE OFFICER News – Victor Chan 
 
Since my August 2018 report to Branch 641, VSO has had one new query for assistance. The 
cumulative numbers now total 18 military veterans, two RCMP members, and four persons from 
outside the Barrhaven area who are not currently members of Branch 641. No name or pack drill.    
 
The Honourable Seamus O'Regan, Minister of Veterans Affairs and Associate Minister of National 
Defense made the keynote address at the Opening Ceremony and reflected upon the importance of 
the work by the Legion in helping set Veteran-related policy across the country. His Deputy General 
(Ret’d) Walter Natynczyk, CMM MSC CD accompanied the Minister.  
 
Approximately 1,000 members of the Royal Canadian Legion from across Canada and Zones in 
Europe and USA attended to elect new national officers to two-year terms, and to develop and vote 
on resolutions focused on advocating for Veterans.  Some of the topics included: Recommendation 
that Veterans Affairs Canada (VAC) enact legislation to open Military Family Resource Centres to all 
veterans and their families, not just medically released veterans, and that the Centres be renamed to 
the Military Family and Veteran Family Resource Centres.  
 
Directive for the President of The Royal Canadian Legion to call upon the Government to make the 
position of the Veterans' Ombudsman a permanent and independent position, enshrined in law and 
reporting directly to Parliament.  
 
Recommendation that VAC enact legislation that would result in Veterans Independence Program 
(VIP) benefits being offered to the survivor after a veteran's death, and that these benefits be held in 
suspension until the survivor requires them.  
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Eligibility of the Junior Canadian Ranger program be recognized for financial support from the Poppy 
funds of The Royal Canadian Legion, including awards of Cadet Metals of Excellence to Junior 
Canadian Rangers. 
  
Recommendation that the Legion urge the federal government to legally recognize Ocean War 
Graves to place the loss of a sailor on the same standing as the loss of soldiers and airmen and 
women; and 
 
Providing free pension representation for Veterans in the federal court. 
 
Dominion Command has developed a Veterans Consultation Committee to bring together various 
Veterans’ groups to discuss issues and to find common ground to advocate to the government for 
the betterment of all Veterans and serving members of the CAF and RCMP and their families.  This 
committee will normally meet once a year. 
 
Some of the issues the Committee has reviewed and is putting forward to the Government include: 
A definition of “frailty.”  An accepted definition of frailty that could help Veterans obtain and retain 
benefits does not currently exist. This warrants serious consideration as access to the VIP would 
allow Veterans to remain in their own homes longer, and allow for survivor access at a later date. 
 
Veterans’ ID Card. The Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) One Card issued by CF Morale and Welfare 
is not an ID card but rather a card that allows retired military access into the CANEX system. 
 
Research.  Appropriate directed and meaningful research is required into the use of anti-malarial 
drugs and its impact towards the onset of cancer, and the use of cannabis-based therapies for 
Veterans. 
 
GOLF TOURNAMENT EVENT REPORT 
 
Name of Event: 2018 Golf 
Tournament 
 
Date of Event 10/08/18 
 
Location of Event: Cedar 
Hill Golf Course 
 
Number of attendees 144 
golfers Number no-shows: 0 
 
Continued on next page 
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Finances: 
 

EXPENSES ($)  REVENUES ($)  

ITEM (PAID) AMOUNT ITEM(RECEIVED) AMOUNT 

Golf Course 8,786.88 Sponsors      8,650.00 

Meal 3,402.00 Registration      11,240.00 

Wine 1,067.04 Putting Contest        380.00 

Signs   630.54 50/50        408.00 

Misc including supplies   958.70  Bottle Raffle        345.00 

Printing   $168.45   

ITEM(PAYABLES) AMOUNT ITEM (RECEIVABLES) AMOUNT 

Dave’s Expense 958.70   

TOTAL EXPENSES 15,013.61 TOTAL REVENUES 21,023.00 

PROFIT/LOSS 6,009.39 

 
Grants and Assistance News on Donations – Sharon Wilson 
 
Nepean Girls Hockey Association (NGHA).  $2,000 to be donated to this event. 
 
The Barrhaven Food Cupboard (BFC). $2,000 to be donated  
 
Ruck 2 Remember/Road to Recovery March.  $500: was donated to this cause for the Homeless 
Veterans. 
 
Interval House of Ottawa.  $500 to be donated  
 
Honours /Awards & Special Recognition – Ed Schelenz 
 
Awards: Comrade Chantale Bolt, our past Youth Education Officer was presented with our Branch 
Service Medal to thank her for her excellent services over the past few years.  
  

For some people, volunteering is about giving . . .  
but for our volunteers, it’s a way of life! 
 
Thank you for volunteering!  
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Socks for the Homeless 2018 
 
In 2017, our branch collected 16,000 pairs of new and gently used socks for the homeless – socks 
for men, women and children.  
 
We have begun early efforts to prepare for this year’s Socks for the Homeless Campaign. 
The four high schools who participated in 2017 are confirmed for 2018: John McCrae HS; Longfields 
Davidson Heights HS; St. Joe’s HS; and Bell HS. We plan to approach Mother Theresa HS in 
September to ask if they will join us. 
 
Early discussions have occurred with our Corporate Sponsor Giant Tiger and they are happy to 
rejoin us this year. They will continue to provide us with $1,500 in gift cards as well as a substantial 
discount with the gift cards to bulk order again through their Blossom Park franchise. In addition, GT 
will be placing collection boxes at their head office on George Street for their 200 employees to 
donate.  
 
We will again be reaching out to advise the Zone of our efforts again in 2018 and will ask for 
branches who wish to participate again and contact us. Our Socks goal for 2018 is set at 18,000 
pairs. 
 
If you would like to help with this community initiative, please contact any of the following: 
 
Dave Sereda      David Rattray 
Debi Sereda      Marion Rattray 
 
 
 

Let Us Know 

When a comrade or family member becomes ill or passes away, it’s important that you 
let me, your chaplain, know. I put into motion a number of things such as advising the 
president and our executive, connecting with the family, making arrangements for 
hospital visits, arranging colour parties and Legion services – all of which fulfills our 
role to each other as a Legion family. When comrades are ill or pass and we don’t 
know, we can’t support the member or their family in their time of need.  
 
I can be reached by phone at 613-825-2318 or by email at rayd.641@sympatico.ca. 
 
Ray Desjardins 
Chaplain, Barrhaven Legion  
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Barrhaven Legion 12th Annual Golf Tournament 
By Dave Sereda 
 

The numbers are in and I am thrilled to share with you that more than $6,000 was raised for the 
branch from the annual golf tournament last month. 
 
As mentioned in the August edition of The Advance, we were fortunate to have a number of 
community members sponsor our tournament. Without their support, we wouldn’t have had such a 
successful fundraiser. 
 
So I want to share once again the companies that sponsored and the people who donated prizes to 
our golf tournament. Click on the links to reach their website and learn more about the services they 
provide. They supported us so please support them! 
 
Title Sponsor Sobeys Barrhaven 
Dinner Sponsor Re/Max Hallmark Realty Group 
Wine Sponsors Altered Spaces - Altered Lives and Ross’ Independent Grocer 
Golf Ball Sponsor V!VA Barrhaven 
Cash Hole MacDonald Moussa Team with Re/Max Hallmark Realty Group 
Mens Closest to the Pin Green Street Pharmasave 
Mens Longest Drive Kelly Funeral Home Barrhaven 
Ladies Closest to the Pin Dean Ryans 
Ladies Longest Drive Councillor Michael Qaqish 
Putting Contest Sponsor VIA Rail Canada 
Hole-in-One PIB Insurance 
 

Hole Sponsors 
• Barrhaven Legion Past Presidents 
• Brokerlink, Barrhaven 
• CAA 
• Councillor Jan Harder 
• Craig Painting 
• David and Marion Rattray 
• Dr Kevin Rattray Dentistry 
• Vanier & Associates 
 

 
• La Porto A Casa 
• MPP Lisa MacLeod 
• Stevenson Construction 
• The UPS Store #137 
• V!VA Barrhaven 
• Victor Chan 
• West Barrhaven Community Association 
 

 
Prizes donated by: 
 
• AC Mechanical 
• Babbos Cucina Italiana 
• Big Rig Brewery 
• Black Dog Bistro 

• Lone Star (Barrhaven) 
• Molson Coors Brewing Company 
• Panago Pizza (Barrhaven) 
• Pinelopi’s Greek Kitchen  
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• Boston Pizza (Barrhaven) 
• Broadways (Barrhaven) 
• CAA 
• Cedarhill Golf and Country Club 
• Colonnade Pizza (Barrhaven)  
• Councillor Jan Harder 
• Dave St Amand 
• Dave and Debi Sereda 
• Food Basics (Barrhaven) 
• Golf Works 
• Heart & Crown (Barrhaven) 
• Kelsey’s (Barrhaven) 
• Labatt Breweries of Canada  
 

 
 
 
 
• Pelee Island Winery  
• Princess Auto 
• Stevenson Construction 
• Stone Crop Acres Winery 
• Stonebridge Golf Club 
• TDL West (Greg Whelan) 
• The Barley Mow (Barrhaven) 
• The Club House (Barrhaven) 
• The Home Depot (Barrhaven) 
• The Royal Oak (Barrhaven) 
• Vimy Brewing Company 
• West Barrhaven Community Association 
 

 
 

 
 

It's that time again for our fall Cleaning the Capital! We clean up Fallowfield 
Road between Greenbank and the park-and-ride near Woodroffe.  
 
Come out and join your friends and make “our” road clean. Oh, and there’s 
pizza afterwards for all volunteers! 
 
We’ll meet at the branch on Sunday, October 13 at 10 a.m. There is a sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board at the branch.  
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In the Community 

On September 9, 2018, an Armistice Tribute to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the end of WWI 
was held in Jacques Cartier Park, Gatineau. The ceremony, which included a Legion Tribute, was 
held by the poppy topiary, which was part of the Great Mosai Canada display. Pictured below from 
left to right – Zone G5 Deputy Commander Tim Blanchard, President Br#641 Barrhaven Bert 
Boehme and Zone G5 Commander Frank Stacey who participated in the tribute. 
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The Strategic Plan was introduced at the National Convention in Winnipeg, MA this past August, 
2018 by the outgoing Dominion President, Comrade David Flannigan. The Plan was developed over 
the past year by the Dominion Command “Going Forward Committee.” It is in response to the many 
challenges faced by our Legion, most critically membership. The Plan calls on each of us to play our 
part to help ensure that we remain relevant and able to achieve our mission to serve veterans and 
community and promote remembrance. 
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Privacy Awareness  
By Bill Hillier, Seniors Chair  
 
I want to share some excellent information that will help 
you learn how you can protect your privacy while online. 
The following information comes from the Office of the 
Privacy Commissioner of Canada (OPC), who is 
committed to helping improve digital literacy of Canadians. 
In today’s society, personal information is collected and 
used extensively, by individuals and organizations, for a 
variety of reasons. Advances in technology have a 
particularly significant impact on the ease with which 
personal information can be collected, used, shared and 
combined, introducing new challenges for the protection of 
personal information.  

Explore the topics on this page to learn about privacy issues and find a wide variety of useful 
information for individuals, businesses and federal institutions. 

To access their full range of privacy information and advice on a wide range of topics, visit the OPC 
For individuals page. I’ve included links to a couple of pages that I think are of particular interest. 
 

Tips to help protect your privacy online  
Find key tips to help you protect your privacy when online. 
 

Protecting personal information on your mobile devices  
Find basic steps individuals can take to reduce the risk of personal information on their personal 
mobile devices being compromised. 
 

10 Tips for Protecting Personal Information  
Find advice to help individuals better protect their personal information. 
 

Identity Theft and You  
Find information about identity theft, tips for guarding against it, and advice on how to report it. 
 

Top 10 tips to protect your inbox, computer and mobile device  
 

Learn how to protect your personal information and digital tools from threats related to spam. 

Privacy presentation package  
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Military Service Recognition Book  
 
As the “Keepers of Remembrance,” Ontario Command is proud to publish an annual Military 
Service Recognition Book to identify and recognize many of our Veterans in Ontario, who have 
either served or are still serving in our Canadian Armed Forces, the Commonwealth or Allied 
Forces. 
  
More information is available from the Barrhaven Legion regarding this Remembrance program and 
more importantly, how to submit a story and photo of a Veteran. Everyone is welcome to submit a 
story, including Veterans, relatives or friends. Drop off or send your histories and stories at the 
branch. We accept them year-round. Important: Please do not drop them off or mail them to our 
Provincial Command Office. You can also use this online form to submit your story. 
 
This project not only produces an annual Military Service Recognition Book, but also raises funds 
through a telephone appeal to the general public and through advertising sales. The book publisher, 
Fenety Marketing, conducts a telephone appeal on our behalf to private citizens and the business 
community throughout Ontario. 
 
Funds raised through the program are being utilized to support various Veterans Transition 
Programs that in turn will assist our Veterans who suffer from various challenges they face through 
their day to day lives. 

 
 

 
Barrhaven Artisans and Creators Craft Fair  
 

Mark your calendar for this fundraiser 
to help offset the costs of upgrading 
the kitchen equipment at the 
Barrhaven Legion. All of the vendor 
tables have been sold but you and 
family and friends are welcome to 
come out and do some Christmas 
shopping on November 24, 2018 from 
9:30 a.m. till 3 p.m. and support the 
Barrhaven Legion.  
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September 23, 2018 Draw 
 

Congratulations to  
Bert Boehme 

who Caught the Ace  
and won $1,724 

Selected Card No. 40 
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General Meetings 
 

All Members are welcome – and encouraged – to attend our monthly General Meetings. These 
are held at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of the month, except during the months of July and 

August, when we take a brief summer break.  
 

The next General Meeting is October 16, 2018.  
 

 

Executive Branch Officers 2017-2019 
Bert Boehme President 613-825-4146 nandaboehm@sympatico.ca 
Ed Schelenz Immediate Past President, 

Honours and Awards 
613-843-1088 
613-371-6634 

edschelenz@rogers.com 

Stéphane Guy 1st Vice-President 613-797-7021 stguy35@hotmail.com 
Ernie Hughes 2nd Vice President, Long 

Range Planning 
613-825-2496 
613-850-9488 

majorefhughes@rogers.com 

Tom Lamb  3rd Vice-President 613-825-4957  w_tom_lamb@sympatico.ca 
Martha Walsh Recording Secretary 613-523-3798 martha@ckcufm.com 
Kathy Johnston Office Administrator  613-828-2314 weasle1@rogers.com 
Jim Duff Treasurer 613-825-4086  rcl641.treas@hotmail.com 
Serge Peters  Sergeant at Arms  613-558-2380  641rclsergeant@gmail.com 
David Cole Chairman and Constitution & 

Laws 
613-858-3845  dm58.cole@gmail.com 

Ray Desjardins  Chaplain and Hospital Visits  613-825-2318 rayd.641@sympatico.ca 
    

Other Members of the Executive Committee 2017-2019 
Kevin Whale Bar Officer 613-581-3828 
Dwayne Hordij Branch Historian 613-793-0123 
Amanda Fuchs Cadets and Scouts 613-496-0282 
Gus Este  Community Liaison  613-825-1168 
Angele Guy  Entertainment, Hospitality and Special Events 613-797-7029 
Danny Desmarais Finance 613-823-5439 
Sharon Wilson  Grants and Assistance 613-825-6279 
Tom Lamb Housing 613-825-4957 
Bill Hillier Legion Seniors  613-422-8375 
David St Amand Membership Chairman  613-825-7310 
Stéphane Guy  Poppy Chairman 613-797-7021 
Ross Stephen Poppy Trust Fund 613-825-4108 
Debi Sereda Public Relations Officer, Scrapbook, Website and 

Bulletin Editor 
613-823-1716  

Jan Kent Scrapbook Editor 613-322-5723 
Scott Helman Special Ambassador 613-298-4083 
Jackie Fuchs  Sports/Track and Field Chairman 613-496-0282 
Victor Chan Veterans Service, Branch Service Officer, 

Leadership and Development  
613-825-8269 

Linda Crawford Youth Education and Bursary - 
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WHERE WERE YOU DURING THE STORM? 

 
You have probably been asked on a few occasions as to where you were when the tornado hit on 
Friday, September 21, 2018. 
 
For me, it started as a typical Friday evening where I helped Angele, our Hospitality Chairman, with 
the Friday evening Dinner. In this case, the main course was chicken swan, which is a chicken 
breast served on a bed of rice. All this was prepared by our own chef, John Kuiack.  

 
From approximately 4 p.m., we started 
receiving weather warnings advising us of a 
possible tornado. But as typical of me, I did not 
take it seriously, seeing as most of them do not 
materialize and normally just become a 
message that is more stressful than anything 
else. However, the situation changed quite 
drastically and became a situation that turned 
out to be mood setting for a few of us.  
At about 6 p.m., the lights went out, signaling 
that the storm had hit something of 
significance. But at that time, we had no idea of 
the seriousness of the situation or how long we 
would be without power. Fortunately for us and 
the 35 hungry guests, the meal was all cooked 
and ready to be served. We decided on the spot that we would go ahead and serve the meal, which 
turned into a candlelight dinner.  
 
We pulled out our remaining candles and distributed them throughout the hall for everyone to enjoy. 
Coupled with the glow of our emergency lights, it turned out to be a mood setting that was well-
received by all. Without power and, consequently, without background music, even Angele tried to 
help the atmosphere by singing to the audience, but some guests politely and humorously asked 
her to help our chef. As some had said, “Don’t quit your day job!”  
 
Without realizing the seriousness of the situation, we continued with the various servings until about 
8 p.m., where most of the emergency lights were starting to go out one after the other. The band 
had not fully arrived and due to the impending loss of light, we canceled the rest of the evening. Our 
guests continued to enjoy their remaining drink and slowly left the building. Fortunately, none of our 
patrons’ property were damaged by the storm.  
 
All in all, even though we needed to face the reality of going home to a house that is without power, 
it was an enjoyable evening.  
 
Stephane Guy 
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NEW VETERAN'S SERVICE CARD (VSC) 

Recently, the Department of National Defence and Veterans Affairs 
Canada have announced a project to benefit our men and women in the 
Canadian Armed Forces (CAF). 

As of September 2018, all eligible members will automatically receive a 
Veteran’s Service Card during their final release interview with the CAF. 

You’re eligible to receive a Veteran’s Service Card if you’ve: 

• completed basic training 
• been honourably released from the CAF 

CAF members and veterans released between February 2016 and 
September 2018 can apply online for their VSC starting December 1, 2018. 

CAF members and veterans released before 2016 can request their card 
after summer 2019. 

For more information you can visit this web page. Please share this with 
your friends, families, and fellow members of CAF and Veterans. 

The requirement for a VSC has been a sore point for veterans ever since 
the Department of Defence stopped issuing them to retirees. This point was 
made clear to the Minister of Veteran Affairs, the Honorable S. O’Regan, 
during his visit with our MP, the Honorable 
Chandra Arya and his Veterans Advisory 
Committee in Barrhaven this past 
summer. Several members of Branch#641 
Barrhaven sit on this Committee, which 
meets regularly to advise our MP on 
issues related to Veterans. That the VSCs 
will now soon be issued is sure to be well 
received by veterans. 
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Notes from the Editor 
Debi Sereda 
 
Often when a loved one passes, families ask for donations to be directed to a chosen charity  
or foundation in lieu of flowers. Making a donation like this is a great way to show your  
support for the family in memory of the person who passed.  
 
Did you know that you can direct donations to the Barrhaven Legion? A number of people have done this 
over the years and it’s an excellent way to support your family and friends and your branch. You can also 
support the Barrhaven Legion by making arrangements in your will to make a donation on your death.  
A brick on our Memorial Wall is purchased and the name of the loved one is added.  
 
 

Debi Sereda 

by email at 

debi.foxhill@gmail.com 

 
 
For more information on how you can direct donations to your branch, please contact me. 
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 

 


