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The President’s Message  
 

Comrades 
 
January has been quite a successful month so far.  
Of course, the signing of the Agreement of 
Purchase and Sale with Phoenix for Condominium 
Building 10 is probably the highlight for many of us 
as with the expected profit and fundraising 
activities, we will be on our way to have our own 
clubhouse.   
 

The second outstanding news is the announcement of the Pfizer’s 
antiviral medication that, when it is in sufficient supply, will greatly reduce 
the number of patients in hospital which has been the critical point 
throughout this pandemic. As such, it may be the end of any restrictions 
and lockdowns, allowing us to return to a somewhat normal operation.  
Of course, time will tell and there are always the risks that someone will contract this disease but the 
chances of having serious consequences or, God forbid, death, is so much lower that it will become a risk 
that we can all live with.    
 
The third great news is that we have been authorized to re-open on January 31 with our somewhat reduced 
routine that was in effect prior to the latest lockdown. Please note that all COVID-19 restrictions are still in 
effect including social distancing. I would like to personally extend my gratitude to the bartenders and 
hospitality crews that have accepted to volunteer again.  Without their support, we would have been forced 
to remain closed.   
 
I’m truly looking forward to seeing you again at the branch.   
  
Stéphane Guy 
President RCL Branch 641 
613-797-7021 
rcl641president@hotmail.com 
Always do the right thing 

 Volume 17  
Vimy Memorial Bridge               Issue 8 

Photo credit to The Wright Team            January 2022 

The Advance  
Royal Canadian Legion  
 Branch 641 Barrhaven 
      



 
 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 641 Barrhaven, 3A-3500 Fallowfield Road, Ottawa K2J 4A7    

Call us: 613-843-8691 | Email us: rcl641@bellnet.ca | Visit us: www.rcl641.ca |        Barrhaven Legion 641 

This and all past issues of The Advance can be viewed at: http://www.rcl641.ca/advance.html 
 
Page 2 of 8 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Bill Craig – 1954-2021 
William (Bill) L. Craig, age 67, of Ottawa, Ontario, passed 
away on December 22, 2021. He is survived by his wife Diane 
Craig (Wilson), brother Gordon (Aline), children William (Katie) 
and James (Christine), and his grandchildren Alexander, 
Andre, Amber, Ashley, Ryder and Elizabeth. He is 
predeceased by parents William and Kathleen (Thiirene), 
brother Charles (Bev Todd) and sister Judy. 
 
Bill was an OC Transpo Bus Operator and Supervisor from 
which he retired in 2010 after 30+ years. Bill enjoyed working 
on cars, he was a proud member of The Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch 641 and he was always helping others.  
 
Bill was very well known to everyone at the Barrhaven Legion. 
He was a man of few words but those he spoke were often 
deep, kind, and/or hilarious. Here are a few of the comments that were shared by friends on Facebook 
 
“We lost a gentle giant who would do anything for you. He never judged nor did he have a harsh word 
to say. He will sadly be missed by his "Legion family." – Nancy Rule 
 
“I had the privilege of working with Bill, truly one of the best at OC Transpo, he was amazing to work 
with, always joking and putting people at ease, he will truly be missed, my thoughts are with Diane and 
family, I will miss his quick wit, a true gentleman, RIP Bill.” – Terry Claessen 
 
I cannot find any words to express how I feel about losing my "brother from another Mother." Rest in 
Peace, Buddy. The entire Craig family are in my thoughts and prayers. – Cathy Pearen 
 
“So sorry to hear this sad news. Bill was such a kind and gentle person and was all ways there to help 
or lend a hand when needed. My heart aches for you Diane. Sincere condolences to you and your 
family.” – Sheila Sielatycki 
 
“Bill was a quiet, kind, and respectful man with a great sense of humor. Deepest regrets to his family 
and close friends.” – Grant Webb 
 
Condolences from all of us to Diane, their children, grandchildren and the rest of their families and 
friends. 
 
A celebration of life for Bill will be held at a future date.   
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Meet Some of Our Ordinary Members 
 
Meet Veteran Meet Veteran COLONEL (Retired) BERT BOEHME, BA, MA, CFCSC, P.Log, OStG 
 
Colonel Boehme started his military career in 1972 in the Regular Officer Training Plan, attending 
Carleton University in Ottawa, Ontario in the Bachelor of Arts (Geography) Programme and undertaking 
Basic and Logistics Officer training at Canadian Forces School of Administration and Logistics, 
Canadian Forces Base Borden, Borden, Ontario. 
 
Upon graduation from university and completion of Logistics Finance Training in 1975, he was 
employed at National Defence Headquarters, Ottawa, Ontario, Directorate of Financial Services as a 
Systems Analyst. This was followed by a tour at Canadian Forces Base London, London, Ontario, in 
the Base Comptroller Branch from 1976 to 1979 as an Audit, Pay Accounting, Financial Management 
Services, and Non-Public Funds Accounting Officer. In 1979 and after Logistics Transportation Officer 
Training, he was posted to Canadian Forces Base Comox, Comox, British Columbia, in the Base 
Transportation Section, where he was employed as both the Mobile Support Equipment and Traffic 
Officers. During that year, he was promoted Captain and also served in the United Nations Emergency 
Force II as a Movements Control Officer in Israel and Egypt and as the Commanding Officer Rear 
Party, responsible for the closeout of Canada’s mission in that theatre. 
 
In 1982, he was posted to Canadian Forces Base North Bay, North Bay, Ontario, as the Base 
Transportation Officer, responsible for the provision of mobile support equipment and movements 
operational support. On promotion to Major in 1983, he took the position of Staff Officer Mobile Support 
Equipment in Air Command Headquarters, Winnipeg, Manitoba, managing all aspects of Air 
Command’s vehicle fleets. That same year, he completed his Masters degree in Administration at 
Michigan State University.  
 
In 1986, he returned to Ottawa in the appointment of Commanding Officer 3 Air Movements Unit at 
Canadian Forces Base Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario, supporting air movement operations through Ottawa 
and around the world and the Government of Canada’s VIP reception facilities and services. He then 
attended the Canadian Forces Command and Staff College, Toronto, Ontario.  
 
Upon graduation in 1990, he was posted to the Canadian Forces Staff School, Toronto, Ontario as the 
Curriculum Development Officer and as an Instructor, developing junior officers’ staff skills. 
Returning to National Defence Headquarters in 1994, he assumed the responsibility as Staff Officer 
Logistics Branch Secretariat, supporting the Logistics Branch Advisor in his duties and a position he 
held until 1996. Upon promotion to Lieutenant-Colonel in that year, he was appointed to the Directorate 
of Transportation and Movements, responsible for the Household Goods Removal Services until his 
selection and appointment in 1998 as the Commanding Officer 4 Wing Logistics, 4 Wing Cold Lake, 
Cold Lake, Alberta. In that capacity, Col Boehme led the provision of operational logistics support to 
fighter operations, including in the North and during Y2K operations and the Bosnian Air Campaign. 
While in Cold Lake, he also obtained his professional certification in the Canadian Professional 
Logistics Institute. 
 
Colonel Boehme returned to Ottawa in 2001 as the Director Military Careers for all support 
occupations, the position he held until his promotion to Colonel in 2003, and his appointment as the 
Director Air Comptrollership and Business Management within the Air Staff with responsibility for 
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financial management and business planning of all CAF aerospace resources. Retiring from the 
Regular Forces and entering the Reserve Force in 2008, he continued as comptroller until 2009 to be 
followed with his appointment as Director Air Strategic Review, leading the strategic review of all 
aerospace activities until his retirement in November 2010. 
 
As a member of the Legion for over 15 years, Col (rtd) Boehme has been active in Branch 641, serving 
on the Executive Committee as the Youth Education Officer and Chair of the Poppy Trust Fund. 
He also served the Branch as 1st Vice and President. He is currently serving as Past President and is 
appointed the Chair of the Leadership and Development, Honours and Awards, Long Range Planning 
and Finance Committees. 
 
He has also served as the Zone Audit Officer for the past three years. 
 
Colonel Boehme is married to Alice née Perkins of London, Ontario and is father to Lindsay and 
grandfather to Niko and Ella, who are all living in Iowa City, Iowa, USA. 
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 Branch 641 Executive Team 
 

Position Chair Position  Chair 

President Stéphane Guy Honours and Awards Bert Boehme 

Immediate Past President Bert Boehme 
Hospital Visits  
Co-ordinator 

Louise Laflamme 

1st Vice President  Dave Sereda Hospitality/Entertainment Angele Guy 

2nd Vice President Dave Cole Housing Dave Sereda 

3rd Vice President Angele Guy 
Leadership and 
Development 

Bert Boehme 

Chairman Dave Cole Legion Seniors David Watson 

Treasurer Jim Duff Long Range Planning Ed Schelenz 

Secretary Pam Hall Membership David St Amand 

Sergeant at Arms Lyle Brennan Poppy Campaign Ed Schelenz 

Bar Officer Dave Sereda Poppy Trust Fund Ross Stephen 

Branch Service Officer David Watson Public Relations (Website, Debi Sereda 

Cadets Dave Sereda Scrapbook, Bulletin)  

Community Liaison  Dave Sereda Sports/Track and Field Jackie Fuchs 

Constitution and Laws Dave Cole Ways and Means Joe Guitard 

Finance Officer Bert Boehme Youth Education/Bursary Lyle Brennan 

Grants and Assistance Dave Voisey   

    
Branch Advisor Gus Este Chaplain for Legion 

Tributes 
 

Reverend Margo 
Whittaker 

 
E-mail: rcl641@bellnet.ca 

November 2021 
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February General Meeting 
 
Our February General Meeting will be held, in person, at the branch on Tuesday, February 15, 
2022 at 7 p.m.   
 
In addition to updates on issues affecting the branch and our membership, we will have some 
interesting discussions with regards to branch elections, which are planned for April, as well as a 
few motions that require your support. 
 
If you have any questions, please let me know. I look forward to seeing you on February 15. 
 
Stéphane Guy 
President RCL Branch 641 
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NEW! How to Reserve for Friday Night Dinners and Special Events 
  
Thanks to Comrade Kathy Torunski for volunteering to take over the task of co-ordinating Friday 
night dinner reservations and special events from our bartenders.  
 
Please note the new process. Starting Tuesday, February 1, 2022 there will be two ways of 
making your reservation.  
 
You can contact Kathy Torunski either by  

• email at br641reservation@gmail.com or  

• phone at 613-825-6938 
  
When you email or call, you will need to provide Kathy with the following information: 
 

• date and meal being served, i.e., Friday February 4 BBQ Steak 

• number of people in your party 

• name of each person in your party 

• at least one phone number for the group 

• the name of the person/people you want to sit with if applicable 
 

Our bartenders will no longer be accepting reservations – they will refer all inquires to Kathy. We 
know it will take a while for everyone to get used to this new process so please, let’s all be patient 
as we learn together! 
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A Bit of Humour 
   

     

 

Notes from the Editor 

Debi Sereda 
 
Even though the branch was closed due to COVID, life has been busy behind the 
scenes. Our president and the Long Range Planning Committee, along with real  
estate agents Moussa Team and lawyer Paul McCracken, have managed to sell one of the 
condo buildings to be built by Phoenix. It took a tremendous amount of time, energy and blood 
sweat and tears by everyone involved to move this project through all the hurdles to the point 
where we will have substantial cash in the bank. 
 
Thanks to everyone involved. Bravo Zulu. 
 
We re-opened on January 31 so make sure to pop in and say hello. Masks, proof of vaccination 
and social distancing will be enforced. And don’t forget to join us on February 15 for the General 
Meeting.  
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 
 


