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The President’s Message  
 

Comrades: 
 
Thank you to all our members who came out 
to our April General Meeting and who made 
our branch elections possible. 
Congratulations to our next president, Lyle 
Brennan, and to all those who were elected to 
the new executive. I know that Lyle will be 

looking hard at what jobs to assign the new executive and I’m 
sure that if you are interested in working in any capacity for the 
executive, or in any other capacity, just let Lyle know. I wish Lyle 
and his new executive a successful year ahead. 
 
Thank you to Linda Laframboise, Michelle Guitard and Jeff 
Perrault for stepping up and organizing our nomination 
procedures for our election and for helping during the election. 
Thank you to Past Zone G5 Commander Tim Blanchard and the 
Comrades from Richmond Branch 625 who acted as scrutineers 
and helped us with the election. 
 
Four members of our executive and I attended the District G Convention which was held at 
Branch 72, Pembroke, Ontario. Much business was discussed at the meeting and many reports 
were presented. When having discussions with comrades from other branches, what stands out 
to me is that we all have many concerns in common. One of the big concerns is getting our 
members to participate in our general meetings and encouraging them to run for office. To 
continue to be a vital contributing organization in our community, we need our members to get 
involved in all aspects of our branch. If you have the time, I encourage all members to come out 
and get involved, and participate in the decisions that need to be made. Here is a quote from the 
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manual: “Remember. If you don’t participate or vote don’t complain about how your branch is 
run.” 
 
Thank you all for your support.  
 
Enjoy your Legion. Keep volunteering. 
 
Ed Schelenz, CD 
President RCL Br. 641 Barrhaven 
Cell: 613-415-2708    Email: edschelenz@rogers.com  
“Volunteers make it work" 
 
 

Let Us Know  
 
When a comrade or family member passes away, it’s important that you let our chaplain, Margot Whittaker, 
know. She can then put into motion a number of things such as advising the president and our executive, 
connecting with the family, making arrangements for hospital visits, arranging colour parties and Legion 
services – all of which fulfill our role to each other as a Legion family. When comrades are ill or pass and we 
don’t know, we can’t support the member or their family in their time of need. I can be reached by email at  
 
If a comrade becomes ill, please let our Hospital Visits Chair, Lorette Ellis, know so that she can contact 
them and arrange a visit  
 
Reverend Margo Whittaker      Lorette Ellis 
Chaplain        Hospital Visits Chair 
margot.l.whittaker@gmail.com     ericlorette@gmail.com  

 
 

What Happens When a Legion Member Passes 
 
When we are advised of the passing of a comrade from our branch, the 
president and executive are advised and through our president or chaplain 
we connect with the family to offer and arrange a colour party and Legion 
service.  
 
Once arrangements have been put into place, our Memorial Board at the 
branch is updated with the name and the month and date of their passing, 
we lower the flags outside the branch (see photo on the left showing 
Stephane and Angele Guy lowering the flags), we upload the obituary on 
our website, Last Post, post the information on our private group Facebook 
Page and add the information to our newsletter, The Advance.  
 
If we aren’t advised when a member has passed, we are not able to make 
a note of this and share the information with our members. 

mailto:margot.l.whittaker@gmail.com
mailto:ericlorette@gmail.com
https://rcl641.ca/last-post.html
https://rcl641.ca/advance.html
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 Earl Smith (1946-2023)  

 
We are sad to announce that Earl Michael Smith, 76, 
of Ottawa, Ontario passed away on Tuesday, March 
28, 2023. Beloved husband, dad, Papa, friend, legion 
member, campground enthusiast and an active 
neighbour, Earl left us with his unparalleled sense of 
humour in tact. 
 
Earl was born October 5, 1946. He is survived by his 
wife of 43 years Sheryl (Blenkhorn), his children Craig 
(Virginia) and Tara (Jason) Kroeger, his 4 
grandchildren Evangeline, Sloane, Andreas, and 
Aurora, his brothers-in-law Fred (Diana), Gordie (late 
Emilie), Gary (Laura-Lena), sisters-in-law Anne 
(Michael) and Sandra (late Bob), his siblings Nancy 
(Gill), Sheldon (Bonnie), Ted, and Jack as well as 
many nieces and nephews and family in England.  
 
 

Mervin McBride (1938-2023) 
 
We are very sad to announce the passing of Merv 
McBride (Brent) on April 10, 2023 at the age of 84. 
Merv was born on July 7, 1938 with very humble 
beginnings with his older brother (Gordon) and his twin 
brother (Kent)…and (Marjory) younger sister. Merv 
met and married Mary Joyce McCagg and raised three 
kids (Phil, Kathy and Ron). Merv is survived by his 
older brother (Gordon, wife Shirley and their daughter 
Shelley and husband Warren). Younger sister (Marjory 
and her son Jason and wife Tina), Son (Phil and wife 
Sherry), Daughter (Kathy and her husband Gregg and 
children Franklin and Johanna), Son (Ron and wife 
Susan and Ron’s daughter Zoe). Merv is also survived 
by his second wife, Kathleen Nemeth. 
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Executive and General Meeting Reports for April, 2023  
 
These documents are now available on our website. Please note these are shown as submitted so 
please excuse any typos. 
 
Executive Meeting Report for April, please click here. 
General Meeting Report for April, please click here. 

 
 
 

Barrhaven Legion 641 is on Facebook  
 
Want to be a part of our private Facebook group? Just go to “Barrhaven Legion 641” on 
Facebook, send us a friend request, answer the two questions* to tell us why you want to be a 
part of our private group, and join in the conversation. 
 
*If you don’t answer the questions, your request won’t be approved.  

 
 

https://rcl641.ca/Meeting-docs/Agenda-Exec_Meeting_April_3rd_2023.pdf
https://rcl641.ca/Meeting-docs/Agenda%20General%20Meeting%20April%2018th%202023.pdf
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 2022/2023 Branch 641 Executive Team 

 

Position Chair Position  Chair 

President Ed Schelenz Honours and Awards Stephane Guy 

Immediate Past President Stephane Guy Hospitality/Entertainment Angele Guy 

1st Vice President  Dave Sereda Housing Jim Duff 

2nd Vice President Bert Boehme 
Leadership and 
Development 

Bert Boehme 

3rd Vice President Lyle Brennan Legion Seniors Lorette Ellis 

Chairman Dave Cole Long Range Planning Stephane Guy 

Treasurer Diane Craig Membership David St Amand 

Secretary Pam Hall Poppy Campaign Lyle Brennan 

Sergeant at Arms Stephane Guy Poppy Trust Fund Jim Duff 

Bar Officer Dave Sereda 
Public Relations (Website, 
Bulletin) 

Debi Sereda 

Cadets Patrick Makinson Sports/Track and Field Joe Guitard 

Community Liaison  Dave Sereda Veterans’ Service Officer Lorette Ellis 

Constitution and Laws Mike Harrietha Ways and Means Lorette Ellis 

Finance Officer Bert Boehme Youth Education/Bursary Lyle Brennan 

Grants and Assistance Dave Voisey   

Non-Executive 

Chaplain for Legion 
Tributes 

Reverend Margo 
Whittaker 

Hospital Visits  
Co-ordinator 

Louise Laflamme 

 
E-mail: rcl641@bellnet.ca 

March 2023 
 

  
  

 

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
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Meet Your 2023-2024 Executive Committee  
 
Welcome to the new Executive, and thanks to soon-to-be Past President Ed Schelenz and his 
team for leading us through the last year. Thank you for volunteering.  
 
President    Lyle Brennan 
Past President   Ed Schelenz 
1st VP    Mike Harrietha 
2nd VP    Bert Boehme 
3rd VP    Angele Guy  
Secretary    Pam Hall 
Treasurer    Diane Craig 
Sergeant at Arms   Paul Leadston 
Executive Committee  Rick Lynn, Carol Anne Marleau, David Sereda, Joe Guitard, Patrick 

Makinson, Anne Cole 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/47467827721/user/100010726938642/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWEvaANd2kZh_Pcdd6jIKjFuu0b3bkqQQoLMYBERTCl6SRVRpYyHtO9I9uf8yiR5zzIENU1FfEaLTcg98Wz6AoqDtEwTZf5W0hEBbfcahQj1OszCzJHoIFKjh7Dnqg8bbUSx6Bvh-0zXIPnTjloTwDVyjnzoKb6wT08blWCcSem6PwI0dVJ9t2ASWTqkmOrpCbD4oFGEcZbgQSBtQbQVutI&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/47467827721/user/653339712/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWEvaANd2kZh_Pcdd6jIKjFuu0b3bkqQQoLMYBERTCl6SRVRpYyHtO9I9uf8yiR5zzIENU1FfEaLTcg98Wz6AoqDtEwTZf5W0hEBbfcahQj1OszCzJHoIFKjh7Dnqg8bbUSx6Bvh-0zXIPnTjloTwDVyjnzoKb6wT08blWCcSem6PwI0dVJ9t2ASWTqkmOrpCbD4oFGEcZbgQSBtQbQVutI&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/47467827721/user/100001549215453/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWEvaANd2kZh_Pcdd6jIKjFuu0b3bkqQQoLMYBERTCl6SRVRpYyHtO9I9uf8yiR5zzIENU1FfEaLTcg98Wz6AoqDtEwTZf5W0hEBbfcahQj1OszCzJHoIFKjh7Dnqg8bbUSx6Bvh-0zXIPnTjloTwDVyjnzoKb6wT08blWCcSem6PwI0dVJ9t2ASWTqkmOrpCbD4oFGEcZbgQSBtQbQVutI&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/47467827721/user/1390421564/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWEvaANd2kZh_Pcdd6jIKjFuu0b3bkqQQoLMYBERTCl6SRVRpYyHtO9I9uf8yiR5zzIENU1FfEaLTcg98Wz6AoqDtEwTZf5W0hEBbfcahQj1OszCzJHoIFKjh7Dnqg8bbUSx6Bvh-0zXIPnTjloTwDVyjnzoKb6wT08blWCcSem6PwI0dVJ9t2ASWTqkmOrpCbD4oFGEcZbgQSBtQbQVutI&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/47467827721/user/100001875122624/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWEvaANd2kZh_Pcdd6jIKjFuu0b3bkqQQoLMYBERTCl6SRVRpYyHtO9I9uf8yiR5zzIENU1FfEaLTcg98Wz6AoqDtEwTZf5W0hEBbfcahQj1OszCzJHoIFKjh7Dnqg8bbUSx6Bvh-0zXIPnTjloTwDVyjnzoKb6wT08blWCcSem6PwI0dVJ9t2ASWTqkmOrpCbD4oFGEcZbgQSBtQbQVutI&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Also at the April General Meeting, President Ed 
Schelenz presented our Membership Chair David St 
Amand with an Achievement Award from Ontario 
Command for attaining 100 per cent or more of the 
previous year’s membership. Congratulations Dave and 
thank you for all your hard work. 
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What Is a Life Member? 
 
There are seven Life Members in Branch 641: 
 
Jim Duff   Gus Este   Ernie Hughes  Don Phair 
Ed Schelenz   Dave St Amand  Dave Sereda 
 
Pictures of all our Life Members are on the wall above the windows in the member lounge. Those 
with a poppy attached signify a Life Member who has passed away.   
 
I’ve been asked more than once, “How do I apply for a Life Membership?”  The answer is simple, 
“you can’t. 
 
To become a Life Member, you need to be nominated and approved by both your branch and 
provincial command. The awards manual states “any Ordinary, Associate or Affiliate member may 
be awarded a Life Membership for outstanding Legion service after 10 years of continuous 
membership.”  The nomination must be approved at an executive or general meeting of the branch. 
 
Depending on the age of the nominee, the branch will pay the per capita tax with the submission.  
For example, the per capita tax due for a member who is 60-64 years of age would be for 10 years.  
The yearly per capita tax at Branch 641 is $34.87, so the branch would pay $348.70. 
 
Once the per capital tax is paid, the new Life Member does not have to pay membership dues ever 
again, even if the member lives to be 100. A Life Member of the Legion is recognized as a Life 
Member regardless of the place of residence. Upon transferring from one branch to another, a Life 
Member may be required to pay branch dues at the request of the gaining branch, but not the 
Dominion or Provincial per capita tax. 
 
“When a Life Membership is granted, the branch is recognizing a member’s outstanding service 
and devotion to the Purposes and Objects of the Legion.” 
 
Life Members receive a new card, lapel pin and a certificate suitable for framing.  A Life 
Membership blazer crest and plaque are available through the Legion supply system. 
 
Because Life Members do not pay for their renewal each year, some of our Life Members have 
given me $50 each year, with instructions to discreetly pay the dues of a member who may find it 
difficult to raise the funds. This example is just another reason why they were honoured with a Life 
Membership. 

 
David St Amand 
Membership Chair 
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Donations for the Barrhaven Food Cupboard 

 

Just a reminder that there is a box in the entrance to the Legion for donation to the Barrhaven Food 
Cupboard. To date, we have collected 116.5 lbs of food. 
 
The Food Cupboard is currently in need of: 
 

• Peanut Butter 

• Jam 

• Canned Fruit 

• School Snacks 

• Canned Pasta  

• Shampoo 

• Cereal 
 
Thank you to all our members for your support of this project. Will normally drops off donations on 
Monday mornings, and the volunteers are always thankful for the donations that come from our 
branch. 
 
Jennifer and Will Read 
 
 
 

Volunteers Needed  
 
I am looking for volunteers to help with the spring Cleaning the Capital. This year is the 30th 
anniversary of Cleaning the Capital, and the 24th time our branch has participated. 
 
There is a sign-up sheet at the branch. Alternatively, you can email me at jaread@mac.com if you 
are interested in participating. 
 
I have set Saturday, May 6 from 1000-1200 hrs as our primary date, with Saturday, May 27 from 
1000-1200 hrs as the rain date. 
 
Please meet at the branch no later than 0945 hrs to collect equipment and receive your collection 
assignment. 
 
After the clean up has been 
completed, there will be a free 
Domino’s pizza lunch at the 
branch for volunteers. 
 
Jennifer Read 
 

mailto:jaread@mac.com
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In this edition – April 2023 

 

> National Legion Week is this September  

> New TV and radio PSAs  

> Screen Branch bookings  

 
  

 > 2023 federal budget 

> New housing support for CAF 

> Look out for scams defrauding seniors  

> Messages from our partners  

 

  

 
 

https://portal.legion.ca/login?_cldee=pxX-qojkkwmYYaAVBqS56m7qHDZYy_NGRq-gdN8ofyF4U3KawZ6BLJnnssRfcfJd&recipientid=account-a3be02c2144be61180d2c22412537408-1886a8e416464d75b87d233f48853f4e&esid=a71661fb-46dd-ed11-8157-005056a2e76d
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_6812328145603611640_m_-7427858978631448635__one
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_6812328145603611640_m_-7427858978631448635__two
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_6812328145603611640_m_-7427858978631448635__three
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_6812328145603611640_m_-7427858978631448635__five
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_6812328145603611640_m_-7427858978631448635__six
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_6812328145603611640_m_-7427858978631448635__seven
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_6812328145603611640_m_-7427858978631448635__partnerpromos
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A Bit of Humour 

 

Most people don’t know that back in 1912, Hellman’s Mayonnaise was manufactured in England. In 
fact, the Titanic was carrying 12,000 jars of the condiment scheduled for delivery in Vera Cruz, 
Mexico, which was to be the next port of call for the great ship after its stop in New York. This 
would have been the largest single shipment of mayonnaise ever delivered to Mexico. 
 
But as we know, the great ship did not make it to New York. The ship hit an iceberg and sank. The 
people of Mexico, who were crazy about mayonnaise, and were eagerly awaiting its delivery, were 
disconsolate at the loss. Their anguish was so great that they declared a National Day of Mourning. 
 
The National Day of Mourning occurs each year on May 5, and is known, of course as – Sinko de 
Mayo. 
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Notes from the Editor 
Debi Sereda 
 
As the year of our current executive comes to an end in May, I want to thank  
everyone on the executive for their hard work to help our branch fulfill our  
mandate – to support Veterans and their families in our community. Without their volunteerism, 
our branch would not be able to operate. 
 
Comrade Lyle Brennan steps into the role as president on June 1, and with the help of his new 
team, he will continue to do the important work that goes with this important position. If you 
have any questions, please reach out to Lyle.  
 
As our membership numbers continue to grow and we get closer to becoming the largest RLC 
branch in our district, we need more members to step forward and volunteer. Even if you have a 
few hours a week to help, we need you and can give you a “job.” Some positions don’t require 
experience while others such as bartender, require some expertise. Please, don’t be shy . . .  let 
us know you’re interested! 
 
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 

 
Barrhaven Legion Memorial Bricks 
 

If you would like to be a part of the past, present and the future of the 
Barrhaven Legion, purchase a Memorial Brick. Your brick will be engraved with 
your name and it will be mounted on our Memorial Wall in Valour Hall. 
 
Bricks are available in three denominations: 
 

Copper $250   Silver $500   Gold $1,000 
 
Purchasing a Memorial Brick is also a great way to honour a family member or 
friend. For more information, please contact Debi Sereda by email at 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 

 

mailto:debi.foxhill@gmail.com

