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The President’s Message  
 
Comrades: 
 

September means back to monthly general 
meetings at the branch. Attendance of all 
members at these meetings is very important as 
this helps us to carry out the business of the 

branch. It’s also the return of our weekly Friday night dinners! 
Check out the calendar on our website to find out what's on the 
schedule for the branch. 
 
Our Youth Education Bursary Program is open from September 1 
to October 31. If you know of someone in post secondary 
education who could benefit from financial assistance, check out 
the bursary section on our website to find the application form and 
eligibility requirements. 
 
Keep in mind that October is fast approaching and so is our very 
important Poppy Campaign. The planning is well underway and we 
will need volunteers to help with this so please make sure to volunteer when the notice to members 
goes out. Sign up sheets will be on the bulletin board at the branch. 
 
Now that summer is over, we hope members will have a little more time on their hands to volunteer 
at the branch. We have lots of opportunities so please reach out to me or any of our executive to 
find out how you can help with your Legion. When you do stop by, consider bringing a non-
perishable food item for our local Barrhaven Food Cupboard.  

 

Lyle Brennan, CD, President  
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Audrey Clow (1929-2023)  
 

Audrey Lillian Clow (née Mate) passed away at St. Patrick’s 
Home in Ottawa on Tuesday, August 29, 2023 at the age of 93.  
Audrey was the mother of Debra Duncan of Ottawa, ON, 
Stephen Clow (Linda Crawford) of Ottawa, ON, Timothy Clow 
(Carolyn Clow) of Cochrane, AB, and Garth Clow (Rose Mason) 
of Ottawa, ON.   Grandmother of Jill, Dana, Natasha, Craig, 
Maegan, Rachel, Steven, Matthew and Laura. Great-
grandmother of 14.   She is also survived by one sister, Shirley 
Mate of Montreal and numerous nieces and nephews. She was 
pre-deceased by her husband, Leith Clow, and her two brothers, 
James Mate and Billy Mate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brendan Dinning (1977-2023) 
 
It is with profound sadness that we announce the passing of our 
beloved son, Brendan John Dinning. Born on March 20th, 1977, 
Brendan peacefully departed this world on September 20th, 2023, 
after a valiant battle with cancer, surrounded by the loving 
presence of his devoted parents, Bonnie (Lynda) and Kit 
(Christopher). He is survived by his cherished brother, Nathan, his 
sister-in-law, Tanya, and his adoring niece, Kayla, and nephew, 
Adrian. Brendan's departure leaves a void that can never be filled, 
both within our family and among his dear friends, including 
Elizabeth Stroh and Shaun Harkness, as well as his extensive 
extended family. 
 
Throughout his life, Brendan was a passionate and dedicated 
sports enthusiast. In recent years, he found his true calling in hockey, skiing, and darts, excelling in 
each endeavor. We are eternally grateful to the Barrhaven Legion Dart Club for embracing 
Brendan as one of their own, appreciating the quiet strength and humility that defined his 
character.  

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
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Let Us Know  
 
When a comrade or family member passes away, it’s important that you let our chaplain, Margo 
Whittaker, know. She can then put several things into motion such as advising the president and 
our executive, connecting with the family, arranging for colour parties and Legion services – all of 
which fulfill our role to each other as a Legion family. When comrades are ill or pass and we don’t 
know, we can’t support the member or their family in their time of need.  
 
If a comrade becomes ill, please let our Hospital Visits Chair, Louise Laflamme, know so that she 
can contact them or the family and arrange a visit. Members love seeing a friendly face when they 
are sick, especially if they don’t have many family members in town. 
 
Reverend Margo Whittaker     Louise Laflamme 
Chaplain       Hospital Visits Chair 
margo.l.whittaker@gmail.com    llouisellaflamme1@bell.net 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Barrhaven Legion Memorial Bricks 
 
If you would like to be a part of the past, present and the future of the Barrhaven 
Legion, purchase a Memorial Brick. Your brick will be engraved with your name and 
it will be mounted on our Memorial Wall in Valour Hall. 
 
Bricks are available in three denominations: 
 

Copper $250   Silver $500   Gold $1,000 
 
Purchasing a Memorial Brick is also a great way to honour a family member or 
friend. For more information, please contact Debi Sereda by email at 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
mailto:margo.l.whittaker@gmail.com
mailto:llouisellaflamme1@bell.net
mailto:debi.foxhill@gmail.com
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 2022/2023 Branch 641 Executive Team 

 

Position Chair Position  Chair 

President Lyle Brennan Honours and Awards Ed Schelenz 

Immediate Past President Ed Schelenz Hospitality/Entertainment Angele Guy 

1st Vice President  Mike Harrietha Housing Dave Cole 

2nd Vice President Bert Boehme 
Leadership and 
Development 

Bert Boehme 

3rd Vice President Angele Guy Legion Seniors Richard Lynn 

Chairman Dave Cole Long Range Planning Stephane Guy 

Treasurer Diane Craig Membership David St Amand 

Secretary Pam Hall Poppy Campaign Stephane Guy 

Sergeant at Arms Paul Leadston Poppy Trust Fund Bert Boehme 

Bar Officer Dave Sereda 
Public Relations (Website, 
Newsletter) 

Debi Sereda 

Cadets Patrick Makinson Sports/Track and Field Joe Guitard 

Community Liaison  Dave Sereda Veterans’ Service Officer Anne Cole 

Constitution and Laws Stephane Guy Ways and Means Anne Cole 

Finance Officer Bert Boehme Youth Education/Bursary 
Carol-Anne 
Marleau 

Grants and Assistance Richard Lynn   

Non-Executive 

Bar Manager 
Carol-Anne 
Marleau 

Golf Tournament Dave Sereda 

Bingo Team Co-ordinator Ed Schelenz Hall Rental Cathy Pearen 

Chaplain for Legion 
Tributes 

Reverend Margo 
Whittaker 

Hospital Visits  
Co-ordinator 

Louise Laflamme 

Finance Review 
Committee 

William Read, 
Lorette Ellis, Kim 
Krueger 

Housing Assistant Tom Lamb 

 
E-mail: rcl641@bellnet.ca 

September 2023 
 

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
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Executive and General Meeting Reports for September, 2023  
 
These documents are now available on our website. Please note these are shown as submitted so 
please excuse any typos. 
 
Executive Meeting Report for September, please click here. 
General Meeting Report for September, please click here. 
 

 
 

Barrhaven Legion 641 is on Facebook  
 
Want to be a part of our private Facebook group? Just go to “Barrhaven Legion 641” on 
Facebook, send us a friend request, answer the two questions* to tell us why you want to be a 
part of our private group, and join in the conversation. 
 
*If you don’t answer the questions, your request won’t be approved.  
 
This is a private, members-only group. 

 
 

 

 

Reservations for Friday Night Dinners  

and Special Events 

 

Barrhaven Legion Branch 641 
 

Dinner served from 6-7 p.m. 
Members: $25    Non-members $30 

 
For reservations, please contact Ken 

Phone 613-795-2127 or Email br641reservation@gmail.com 
 

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
https://rcl641.ca/Meeting-docs/Agenda-Exec-Meeting-September-4th-2023.pdf
https://rcl641.ca/Meeting-docs/Agenda-General-Meeting-September-19th-2023.pdf
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Membership Update 
 

Membership Total for September:  729 active accounts (2022 – 718) 
 
New Members in September: 4 Transfer in: 2   Transfer out: 2  
Resigned: 2     Re-instated: 2  Deceased Ordinary Members: 3 
 
Digital memberships are now available. I encourage everyone to opt in. You can make the switch 
yourself online or let me know that you want to change and I can do it for you. A digital 
membership means you won’t need a plastic card. Members who choose a digital card will receive 
a new download each year when they renew.  
 
An email to all members was sent outlining the upcoming renewal period. If you are unsure of your 
membership status, contact the undersigned with your questions or concerns. The 2024 stickers 
have arrived. I mailed stickers to those who requested that service. The memberships for our 85+ 
Ordinary members have been processed for 2024. 
 
Dave St Amand, Membership Chair 
 
 
 

 

Earlybird Membership Renewal Campaign 
 
Each year at this time, branches run an Earlybird Campaign to encourage members to renew for 
the new year. The campaign runs from September 1 to November 30. 
 
Everyone who renews during this period has a chance to win a one-year extension to their 
membership. There will be three draws in the first week of December at our executive meeting. 
 
Everyone who renews, either online or at the branch, will be entered into the draws. 
 
Your 2023 membership expires at the end of December. 
 
Many of you are choosing to request a digital card. This is good for the member and good for the 
Legion. By choosing a digital card, you will receive a download from Dominion Command with 
instructions on how to put it on your phone.  
 
If you would like to switch to a digital card, you can do it yourself or I can do it for you. 
 
Questions or concerns should be addressed to the undersigned. 
 
Dave St Amand, Membership Chair 

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
https://portal.legion.ca/login
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Legion Presentations 
 
Hero’s Ridge Reunion BBQ was held on September 12, 2023. This BBQ reunited many Veterans 
who were honoured at the Ottawa Senator’s Hero’s Ridge Program sponsored by both Lepine 
Apartments and the Ottawa Senators. Several Branch 641 members have been past honourees. 
  
Zone G5 Commander Stephane Guy took this opportunity to recognize their outstanding gesture 
by presenting plaques to Mr. Lepine of Lepine Apartments and Chris Phillips who is an Ottawa 
Senator’s Alumni. 
 

 
 
 

 

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
https://rcl632.ca/2023/08/04/ottawa-senators-heros-ridge-program/
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Branch 641 Presentations  
 
Former Mayor Jim Watson was nominated by Councillor Steve 
Desroches for the "RCL Friendship Award."  The award was 
approved by Ontario Command Honours and Awards with the 
following comments, "During Jim Watson's tenure as municipal 
councillor, Ontario MPP, Cabinet Minister and Mayor of the City of 
Ottawa, he has gone above and beyond in recognizing Veterans, 
past and present for their service to our country. His words and 
actions in the City of Ottawa speak for themselves with strong 
leadership in advocation for our Veterans.” The presentation took 
place at the September General Meeting. Pictured left are Councillor 
Steve Desroches, Branch 641 President Lyle Brennan and former 
Mayor Jim Watson. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Also at the September General Meeting, Comrade Doug 
Brunton donated a ship’s clock to the branch that had been 
given to him. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Certificates of Appreciation were presented to Barry O'Connor and Don Pelletier for their 
contribution to helping to make our weekly Open Mic a continued success. 
 

   

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
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Saturday Night Pig Roast 
 
A team of 11 volunteers organized a pig roast fundraiser on Saturday, September 23 at the branch. 
Eighty people bought tickets to support this event which raised more than $800 for the Land and 
Building Fund. Valour Hall was beautifully decorated for fall by the volunteers as you can see 
below. Chef Allen Galachiuk and his team of four students cooked the pig, prepped the salads and 
served a delicious meal for the guests. Gib Rozon and his band got people up on the floor. 
 
Thanks to organizer Dave Sereda and his team of volunteers: Carol-Anne Marleau, Linda 
Laframboise, Nancy Rule, Cathy Pearen, Joe and Michelle Guitard, Gary Cunninghan, Sheila 
Sielatycki and Diane Craig. Beautiful fall flowers were donated by his “Flowership,” Doug Mason. 
Thanks to our guests who supported this event. 
 

           
 

      
     

 

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
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The Daves of Branch 641 
 
Ten years ago, how can it possibly be 10 years ago, we hosted a Dave Day celebration at our 
branch. Why? Because there were so many members with that name, we felt they should be 
celebrated. Over the years the numbers of Dave’s in our branch has been a bit of a joke. It’s the 
most common name of all our members. See pictures below of the Daves and the Mrs. Daves of 
our lives. 
 
Have you ever wondered how many Branch 641 members are named Dave? Well, our 
Membership Chair Dave St Amand and I know. If you’d like to take a guess, email Debi Sereda. 
One guess per member please. A prize will be awarded to the member who is closest to guessing 
the actual number of Daves. 

 

 
 

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
mailto:debi.foxhill@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events at 641 
 

For more information about upcoming dinners and events at Branch 641, please go to our website.  
 
 
 
Sign up for the Chili Contest on October 1 and see if your unique recipe can make you a winner! 

 
 

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
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Notes from the Editor 
Debi Sereda 
 
If you’re anything like me, you’re probably wondering, “Were did our summer go?”  
Well, Fall is here and so too is the return to somewhat of a slower pace after the  
busy summer months. 
 
If you find you have some time on your hands, our team of volunteers is always looking for 
people to lighten the load. Many of our volunteers work very long hours and would be happy to 
have more hands to help them with hospitality, bartending, our upcoming poppy campaign, 
various committees and a myriad of other opportunities within the branch. Of particular interest, 
we are looking for a few trained/skilled tradespeople such as electricians and plumbers to assist 
with small jobs at the branch. If you can help, please reach out to Dave Cole who is in charge of 
Housing. 
 
Enjoy your branch. Volunteer if you can. Stay safe. 
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 

mailto:rcl641@bellnet.ca
mailto:dm58cole@gmail.com
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